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1) Definition:  

a) Testing is a process utilized to examine or evaluate an object or person for 

the purpose of determining the genuineness, authenticity, and/or capacity of 

the person or object being tested. 

b) The testing of individuals is accomplished through various means (e.g. 

direct questions, physical hardships, etc.) 

c) Testing must be distinguished from temptation which is the solicitation or 

enticement to participate in evil or sin. 

d) Temptation always implies an evil intent, whereas testing generally implies 

more of a neutral intention. 

e) Temptation is designed to be harmful, to cause one to pursue something 

that is not in their best interest, while testing is simply designed to obtain 

information about something. 

f) Although God definitely test individuals, He does not tempt or entice 

anyone to participate in evil (James 1:13). 

g) Temptation arises in the OSN and the world (James 1:14, 1 John 2:15-17). 

2) Various categories of testing. 

a) Man tests objects, concepts, and other “things.” 

i)  Metals (Zech 13:9). 

ii) The truth of what he hears from others (and food, Job 34:3). 

iii) Animals (Luke 14:19). 

iv) Men evaluate the weather (Luke 12:56). 

b) Man tests man. 

i) The Queen of Sheba tested Solomon to determine the true extent of his 

wisdom (via difficult and tricky questions: 1 Kings 10:1ff). 

ii) Physical condition (Dan. 1:12, 14). 

iii)  Deacons are required to be tested and their performances evaluated (1 

Tim. 3:10). 

iv) Believers are instructed to test or evaluate their own applications of 

Bible doctrine (Gal. 6:4). 

v) Christ tested Philip (John 6:6). 

vi) Christ was tested by men during the 1
st
 advent. 

(1) Neg. sense, an attempt to entrap through a process of inquiry. 

(2) They planned to use his answers against him (Matt. 22:18, Mark 

8:11, Luke 11:16, 23:14). 

vii) Children test their parents. 

viii) Believers are commanded to examine themselves prior to taking the 

Lords Supper (1 Cor. 11:28 – we examine ourselves in regard to 

personal sin.). 

ix) In general, believers ought to examine “everything” with care and only 

hold fast to that which is “good” or in harmony with sound doctrine 

(1Thess. 5:21). 
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(1)  “Examine” (dokima,zw, dokimadzo): to make a critical examination 

of something, to scrutinize to determine genuineness. 

(2) “Hold fast” (kate,cw, katecho): to adhere firmly to beliefs or 

traditions, to retain faithfully. This is a present active imperative 

(customary) in the Greek so we may translate, “Continue holding 

fast to that which is “good.” 

(3) “Good” (to. kalo.j, to kalos): trans. “the good”; refers to that which 

passes the critical examination. 

(4) The implication here is that the believer is to reject that which is bad 

or worthless.    

(5) As believers when we encounter different opinions, beliefs, and 

other rhetoric in the cosmos, we must not be so ready to accept 

everything we hear. We must be especially careful to evaluate 

various issues according to divine viewpoint. 

(6) Sound doctrine is the measuring stick by which we must evaluate 

everyone and everything. 

x) The teaching of Paul & Silas was examined. The Bereans examined the 

Scriptures daily to verify the truth of their teaching (Acts 17:11). 

c) God tests man. 

i) God tests men not because He lacks information or requires knowledge 

as He is omniscient but to expose one’s true character and motivations 

(Job 11:11, Psa. 94:11).  

ii) God tests the positive believer as well as the negative unbeliever, 

determining future blessing or cursing (Psa. 11:4-7). 

iii)  God tests believers to make manifest whether or not they will obey His 

directive will (Ex. 16:4, Deut. 13:3, Judges 2:22, 3:4). 

iv) He will test our motivations/thinking. Many people disguise their true 

feelings & motivations that fool others (a great poker face). However no 

one can bluff or fool God (Jer. 17:10, 1 Thess. 2:4; the account of 

Hezekiah provides an example, 2 Chron. 32:31 cf. 2 Kings 20:12ff). 

v) In a prominent example, God put Job to the test. This consisted of an 

interrogation of Job by God. This was done in part by God because Job 

was bemoaning his circumstances and to demonstrate His superiority 

(Job 38:1ff). 

vi) Many tests are designed by God to sharpen the believer’s focus on the 

truly important issues in life and to prioritize accordingly (Deut. 8:2-3). 

vii) Additionally, certain tests are designed to make the believer rely on 

God and not our own strength & abilities (2 Cor. 1:8-9). 

d) Man tests God. 

i) This category of testing is not placed in a favorable light in the WOG. 

ii) Bear in mind that man doesn’t test God in the same sense that God tests 

man. He is perfect deity. Rather, man tests God through unbelief and the 
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disregard of sound doctrine (Gideon tested the veracity of God’s word, 

Judges 6:36-40). 

iii)  The Exodus Generation provides us with a very prominent example of 

man, specifically believers that test God (Psa. 78:1ff). 

(1) They rejected His commands (Psa. 78:10). 

(2) They disregarded His miraculous deliverances and provisions (Psa. 

78:11-16). 

(3) They were dissatisfied with their living grace provision (Psa. 78:17-

20 cf. Num. 11:10-34). 

(4) Even after all that He had performed on their behalf, they didn’t trust 

God to deliver them (Psa. 78:22-31). 

(5) This unbelief led to severe DD including the SUD (Psa. 78:32-33). 

(6) The failure of the Exodus Generation is directly linked to their 

refusal to trust God’s protection and provision (Heb 3:16-19). 

iv) We are enjoined by Paul to learn from the example of the Ex. Gen. (1 

Cor. 10:5-11). 

v) The believer who habitually whines and complains about God’s 

provision tests God (Ex. 16:2-7, 17:2-7, Psa. 106:24-25). 

(1) Constant complaining demonstrates a lack of contentment with what 

God had provided in one’s niche. 

(2) We complain about the rain but it waters our vegetable gardens and 

lawns thereby saving us on our water bill. 

(3) We complain about the cost of gas but most us if not all can go to 

the pump and fill up. 

(4) Many complain about how little they make at work but most of these 

have a roof over their heads and are not going hungry. 

(5) Be content or satisfied- focus on what God has blessed you with and 

not on what you desire to attain. Some say, “I wish I could be this or 

I wish I could have this or that.”  Some even say “I will be this or I 

will have this.” 

(6) Let’s consider statements on contentment (Phil. 4:11, 1 Tim 6:8-9). 

(a) Phil 4:11- “content” (auvta,rkhj, autarkes): a happy state of mind, 

satisfied or content.  

(b) 1 Tim 6:8-9 – serves as a warning to those who desire to be rich.  

(7) Also let’s look at what the writer of Hebrews says about contentment 

(Heb. 13:5). 

(a) “Character” (tro,poj, tropos): the way in which a person lives or 

behaves; way of life. 

(b) “Content” (avrke,w, arkeo): to be satisfied, to be content. 

(c) The writer then assures his audience with a promise of divine 

support.  

(d) We must realize that God will never abandon or desert us. 

(e) He will provide for us in every circumstance of life.    
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(8) Of course some desires are legitimate but they must be in agreement 

with Divine viewpoint.  

(9) For example, college is legitimate but going to a college that takes 

one away from their LC and sound teaching is illegitimate. 

(10) An occupation or career is clearly legitimate, but one that 

consistently pulls a person out of Bible class is not acceptable before 

God. 

(11) In general, any activity that routinely takes a person away 

from Bible class is unacceptable. This would compromise the “all 

the more” requirement in Hebrews 10:25 “not forsaking our own 

assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.” 

(12) Those believers who consistently place other activities before 

Bible class clearly do not see or care about the importance of Bible 

doctrine. This believer is categorized as a fool (Prov. 1:7, 12:15, cf a 

warning for fools, Prov. 19:29). 

(13) We must come to the realization that our biblical/doctrinal 

studies are far more valuable than any other endeavor whether it’s 

our education, career or whatever (Prov. 3:15, 8:1ff). 

(14) The study of sound doctrine pleases God and prepares us for 

the harsh realities that a believer must face in the AC. Hence the 

command in Ephesians to “put on the full armor of God” (Eph. 

6:11ff- our struggle is against the supernatural forces of evil…a 

hierarchy of fallen angels.).  

vi) At many points throughout their history, the Jews tested and provoked 

God through intermarriage with their pagan neighbors and engaging in 

idolatry (Josh. 23:12-13, Judges 3:4-8, 1
st
 God tested them and then they 

tested God through their willful disobedience of his commands.). 

vii) In a similar manner we test God by having friendships with those 

who are negative. 

(1) Do not be lulled into a sense of complacency because nothing 

disastrous has occurred if you choose to associate with those who are 

negative. 

(2) The key is to avoid these relationships in the first place or if one is 

involved in one, to sever the ties.  

(3) We must do this in order to obey God’s righteous standards and 

prevent our own spiritual corruption (Do not be deceived:  Bad 

company corrupts good tradition” 1 Cor. 15:33). 

(4) Some believers have neglected these principles and have been 

corrupted to a certain degree.  

(5) Do not seek friendships with those who are negative to Bible 

doctrine.  “…whoever might wish to be a friend of the world 

appoints himself an enemy of God” (James 4:4).  
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viii) Another example of man testing God is the case of Ananias and 

Sapphira (Acts 5:1-10).  

(1) They conspired to withhold some of the profit from the sale of their 

land. 

(2) The profit was supposed to go to the apostles to be distributed 

among other believers. 

(3) They were characterized as lying and testing the Holy Spirit. 

ix) Legalism is another example of man testing God (Acts 15:5-10). 

e) Testing and the CWL. 

i) The apostle Paul’s life provides an example of physical and spiritual 

testing (2 Cor. 11:23-29). 

ii) Believers must be aware that the CWL will be full of testing. 

(1) Loneliness test (Rom. 11:3- application: pray for associations with 

those who are +v). 

(2) Patience test (e.g. job, friendships, spouse, etc.). 

(3) Friends and associates may desert you in a time of need (2 Tim. 

4:16). 

(4) Direct solicitation to participate in evil from those in the cosmos and 

even from those closest to you. 

(5) Sorrow for those that reject the plan of God and those who forsake 

sound doctrine (Rom. 9:2, Phil 3:18-19). 

iii) The first thing a believer ought to do when testing arises is to pray about 

it. Be diligent and consistently utilize the grace benefit of prayer (Heb 

4:16). 

iv) Furthermore the believer must not be surprised by the form or intensity 

of testing that we encounter in the AC (1 Peter 4:12). 

v) Testing may come in any form and it will not be limited to one specific 

area. When it comes upon us we must have the proper MA (James 1:2, 1 

Peter 1:6). 

vi) The aim of testing is to produce and enhance spiritual growth and is a 

necessary component for any believer that intends to make the maturity 

adjustment (Rom. 5:3-5; James 1:2-4). 

vii) Those believers that deal with their testing with the proper MA and 

apply the appropriate doctrines are promised eternal reward (James 

1:12; Rev. 2:10). 

viii) Through a steadfast faith in and understanding of divine viewpoint, 

we are able to see the value of our testing and keep things in perspective 

(2 Cor. 4:16-18). 

ix) With each and every test we face as believers, God can and will provide 

sufficient grace for us to pass the test (2 Cor. 12:9). 

x) God is certainly aware of our testing and perfectly understands all that 

we experience (Heb. 2:17-18, 4:15-16). 

xi)  In regard to the believer and the LC-  
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(1) One major purpose for the organization called the local church is so 

believers have a human resource on which they can rely during 

periods of testing; we are to provide aid and support for each other in 

the AC (Gal. 6:2,10, Heb. 3:13). 

(2) When you fall under any kind of testing you have a right to privacy; 

but you also need to recognize that help may be available simply by 

sharing the details of your test with other positive believers around 

you. 

(3) Other believers in the LC may be the very resource that God intends 

to use to provide aid, comfort or total deliverance from the test (2 

Cor. 9:12).  

(4) Those that have repudiated the local church have cut themselves off 

from one of the single most important resources provided by God for 

those enduring various testing. 

(5) Now in regard to approaching other believers under testing…We 

must not avoid them but rather be open & ready to make any 

application towards them that may help with their needs (Rom. 

12:16, Titus 3:14). 

(6) Also very important…When giving encouragement and support to 

those enduring testing, we must be very careful to encourage and 

support in a manner that is in agreement with divine viewpoint (2 

Cor. 1:3-4, Eph. 4:29, Col. 4:6, 1 Thess. 4:18).  

(7) Avoid human viewpoint encouragement or solutions. For example: 

(a) If a believer is undergoing a job test (no job or bad job) and they 

receive a job offer from another company, but the requirements 

of the job would take them out of Bible class, DO NOT 

encourage them to take it. Instead, point out that God is certainly 

able to provide a new job if necessary in one’s own geographical 

niche that will not interfere with attendance in one’s RC. 

(b) If a believer is in the midst of some test and they complain about 

their circumstances, instead of remaining silent or even agreeing 

with their complaints, point that their complaining is testing 

God and that we are to do all things without grumbling or 

complaining. Complaining or “venting” about our tests will not 

help us to pass them or improve the situation (Phil. 2:14-15)! 

(8) Within Scripture, numerous passages deal with the living grace test 

among believers in the LC. 

(a) We are explicitly instructed to come to the aid of our fellow 

believers when they have a shortage of living grace provisions 

(e.g. food, shelter, clothing- James 2:15-27, 1 John 3:17-18). 

(b) However, there is a biblical exception to this command. Namely, 

those who desire NOT to work (2 Thess. 3:10-15). 

(c) But again, this is the exception. 
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(d) Another point we must bear in mind is, besides taking care of our 

own expenses, one of the reasons we are to be employed is to be 

able to share with other believers in need (Eph.4:28 cf. the social 

laws concerning the poor under the Law, Deut. 15:7ff). 

(e)  Failure to apply towards our brothers and sisters in Christ who 

cannot meet their basic needs when we have an excess of 

resources is disgraceful. 

(f) We must constantly guard against OSN influence. Our OSN will 

seek to influence us to be more focused our own needs and will 

seek to convince us to be selfish with our resources. 

(g) The generosity that is commanded by Scripture certainly runs 

counter to the prevailing selfish and self absorbed attitude that 

rules in our world (Phil 2:3-4, 2 Tim. 3:1-2) 

(h) Remember if you have an excess of resources do not hesitate to 

help. Be generous and ready to share & recognize that giving to a 

needy believer is an application that will result in eternal reward. 

This fact should provide motivation to apply (Gal. 6:7-9, 1 Tim. 

6:18-19). 

f) Failure to pass tests. 

i) For each test that we face as believers, our success or failure in passing 

a test is dependent upon our orientation to sound doctrine. 

ii) The failure to pass a test may be traced to some breakdown in our 

orientation to sound doctrine. 

iii) Some typical breakdowns include: 

(1) The failure to learn sound doctrine which may be commonly traced 

to: 

(a) Poor attendance in Bible class. This is very serious because not 

only is it a violation of God’s will per Heb 10:25, the believer 

stagnates and then regresses in his doctrinal orientation. The 

believer’s biblical discernment is compromised. In some it is a 

slow insidious process that if no changes are made, will result in 

their spiritual ruin (cf. Hosea 4:6). 

(b) On the other hand, we must not think that because one 

consistently attends Bible class, even for years, is necessarily 

spiritually astute or discerning. 

(i) Of course some individuals do come to Bible class to learn 

sound doctrine. This is the ideal. 

(ii) Some attend class because they are forced to but really care 

very little for the truth being taught. 

(iii) Others attend because they feel morally obligated to go 

to “church” somewhere. 

(iv)  Some attend because they find the verse by verse 

teaching of the Bible to be intellectually appealing. 
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(v) Others attend Bible class solely because it is a social outlet. 

(vi) There are many other reasons, but the point is that 

many believers attend Bible class for reasons OTHER than 

learning biblical truth. 

(vii) Showing up consistently does not ipso facto make one 

a solid believer. 

(viii) Indeed one could be in a state of spiritual ruin because 

of sin and still assemble in the LC (Prov. 5:14- “assembly” 

refers especially to an assembly for religious purposes). 

(c) The believer must believe the doctrine being taught by his RP. 

(i) This not blind acceptance (i.e. Believe it because I say it is 

true.”). Enormous amount of time and energy is expended in 

studying and teaching with the relevant documentation. 

(ii) If one doesn’t believe the sound doctrine then his ability to 

pass a test will be nullified.  

(iii) Tests provide believers an opportunity to apply sound 

doctrine, but if one doesn’t believe the doctrine or its 

effectiveness, they will fail to make the proper applications. 

(iv) The bottom line…Failure to believe or a lack of faith 

in sound doctrine will result in the failure to pass tests (Matt. 

8:24-26, Heb 3:12, 19). 

(d)  Merely believing the principles of sound doctrine is insufficient. 

(i) The believer must apply the resident doctrine in his inner man 

in order to successfully pass a test (James 1:22-25, 2:14-26). 

(ii)  If one is negligent in the application of doctrinal principles to 

his test, this believer will fail the test. 

(e) An important point to grasp is that we fail to successfully pass 

various tests because of some breakdown in our own thinking. 

Our failures are never due to some lack of provision or 

negligence on God’s part!  

iv) We must recognize that testing is a reality for every believer in the AC. 

God WILL test our obedience to his directive will! It is unavoidable. 

v) As it is unavoidable, the wise believer will make the determination to 

make the most of it with the proper MA and application of doctrine.  

vi) The believer must not resent or become bitter during his tests but ought 

to recognize the necessity of testing and the value of such in the 

Christian way of life. 

vii) Testing is an absolutely necessary catalyst for continued growth. 

viii) Remember, the aim of testing is to produce and enhance spiritual 

growth and is a necessary component for any believer that intends to 

reach spiritual maturity and attain the wreath.            

 

Rev. 6/2014, 4/2017 


