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Luke 22:1-3 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was 

approaching. 
2
 And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might put 

Him to death; for they were afraid of the people. 
3
 And Satan entered into Judas who was 

called Iscariot, belonging to the number of the twelve. 

Analysis of vv. 1-3: 

1) The narrative turns to the events concerning the Passover in the opening of chapter 

22. 

2) Luke begins, “Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was 

approaching…” 

3) Although the Feast of Unleavened Bread is identified as the Passover, the Passover is 

distinct from the feast. 

4) They were observed concurrently by the Jews in the month of Nisan in the Jewish 

calendar. 

5) The month corresponds to March/April in our modern calendar. 

6) The observance of the festivals: 

a) The Passover- Nisan 14-15 

b) The Feast of Unleavened Bread- Nisan 15-21 (22). 

7) The Passover:
1
 

a) A celebration commemorating the deliverance of the Jews by God from slavery in 

Egypt. 

b) God spared the firstborn sons of the Jews, “passing over” those households that 

sacrificed a lamb and placed its blood on their doorframes (Exodus 12:12-14 'For 

I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the first-

born in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I 

will execute judgments-- I am the LORD. 
13

 'And the blood shall be a sign for you 

on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and 

no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14

 'Now 

this day will be a memorial to you, and you shall celebrate it as a feast to the 

LORD; throughout your generations you are to celebrate it as a permanent 

ordinance). 

c) The observance also conveyed essential soteriological elements. 

d) The lamb is identified with the Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God who was 

sacrificed for the sins of humanity (John 1:29, 5-36, 1 Cor. 5:7, also Isa. 53:7). 

e) The lamb had to meet certain criterion in order to be sacrificed; this was 

significant as the animal typified or represented the Lord (Exodus 12:5 'Your 

                                              
1
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lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the sheep or 

from the goats…, Numbers 9:12 'They shall leave none of it until morning, nor 

break a bone of it; according to all the statute of the Passover they shall observe it. 

cf. John 19:36 For these things came to pass, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 

"Not a bone of Him shall be broken.").  

8) The Feast of Unleavened Bread: 

a) This feast followed Passover (Leviticus 23:5-6 'In the first month, on the 

fourteenth day of the month at twilight is the LORD's Passover. 
6
 'Then on the 

fifteenth day of the same month there is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the 

LORD; for seven days you shall eat unleavened bread). 

b) Unleavened bread was eaten for the next 7 days (Exodus 12:17-20 'You shall also 

observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I brought your hosts 

out of the land of Egypt; therefore you shall observe this day throughout your 

generations as a permanent ordinance. 
18

 'In the first month, on the fourteenth day 

of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, until the twenty-first day 

of the month at evening. 
19

 'Seven days there shall be no leaven found in your 

houses; for whoever eats what is leavened, that person shall be cut off from the 

congregation of Israel, whether he is an alien or a native of the land. 
20

 'You shall 

not eat anything leavened; in all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened bread.'"). 

9) A Jew would be cognizant that the Feast of Unleavened Bread comprised part of the 

Passover celebration. 

10)  However, Luke is primarily addressing a Gentile audience and so some would need 

an explanation. 

11)  Passover was one of three so-called pilgrim feasts that was Jewish males were 

required to attend (also Pentecost and Feast of Tabernacles). 

12)  Large crowds were present in Jerusalem during this time. 

13)  Presumably many more Jews were taught the truth by Jesus as He taught daily in the 

Temple (Luke 21:37-38). 

14)  The situation was completely intolerable from the viewpoint of the Jewish religious 

leadership. 

15)  They considered Jesus and His influence to be a threat that needed to be eliminated 

even through nefarious plotting. 

16)  Luke reveals, “And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might put 

Him to death; for they were afraid of the people.” 

17)  The verb translated “were seeking” conveys the sense that the chief priests and 

scribes repeatedly sought opportunities to murder Jesus (ζητέω, zeteo- imperfect 

active ind.).  
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18)  This was a continuation of a murderous trend on their part (cf. Mark 11:18, John 11: 

47-53). 

a)  In Galilee (Matt. 12:14, Mark 3:6). 

b) Feast of Tabernacles/Booths (John 7:32-52). 

19)  Yet we see that God preserved Christ allowing Him to continue and complete His 

ministry. 

20)  All of this was in the face of great opposition. 

21)  Furthermore, we see that some of those sent to arrest Him were taken aback by His 

teaching. 

22)  Normally the chief priests of the Sadducees and the scribes of the Pharisees didn’t 

cooperate with one another. 

23)  Here, they are united in their hatred of Jesus and so become co-conspirators. 

24)  Whatever impact His teaching had made on the chief priests and scribes was 

negligible as they conspired to kill Him. 

25)  The consensus of these leaders after all they’d witnessed and heard first-hand was 

“kill Jesus.” 

26)  Those who are –v to the plan of God especially unbelievers are capable of 

descending into the depths of depravity. 

27)  Allowing free reign to the OSN, results in depraved thinking and actions (cf. 

Rom.1:28, 8:7). 

a) Idolatry/human sacrifice (Jer. 7:31, 19:5, 32:35). 

b) Greed/murder (cf. 1 Kings 21:16ff). 

c) Sensuality, hardness of heart, etc. (Eph. 4:17ff.) 

28)  They faced a hurdle in accomplishing their goal: the people. 

29)  The leaders feared the reaction of the people if they were to move in and take the 

Lord into custody. 

30)  Regardless of the fickle nature, Jesus continued to enjoy the popular support of the 

people who viewed Him as a prophet (Luke 19:47-48 And He was teaching daily in 

the temple; but the chief priests and the scribes and the leading men among the people 

were trying to destroy Him, 
48

 and they could not find anything that they might do, for 

all the people were hanging upon His words, Luke 20:19 And the scribes and the 

chief priests tried to lay hands on Him that very hour, and they feared the people; for 

they understood that He spoke this parable against them cf. Matt. 21:11, 16 ). 

31)  The conspirators didn’t want the people to turn against them and riot. 

32)  This fear wasn’t unfounded as we’ve seen the people were prone to rioting if 

incensed. 

33)  A solution to the dilemma faced by the leaders was provided by Satan. 
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34)  In v. 3, “Satan entered into Judas who was called Iscariot, belonging to the number of 

the twelve.” 

35)  Notes Judas is referred to as “Iscariot.” 

36)  “Iskariot” was his father’s name (John 13:26 Jesus therefore answered, "That is the 

one for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to him." So when He had dipped the 

morsel, He took and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot). 

37)  There were two apostles named Judas so this served to distinguish between both of 

them (Luke 6:16 cf. John 14:22).  

38)  From a spiritual perspective one was light and the other, darkness (2 Cor. 6:14 cf. 

John 12:46, Acts 26:18). 

39)  Judas Iscariot who remained in the domain of darkness naturally participated in the 

“deeds of darkness” (cf. Rom. 13:12). 

40)  The verb translated “entered into” means to move into a space (εἰσέρχομαι, 

eiserchomai). 

41)  In this case, Satan moves into and takes possession of Judas (cf. Mark 9:25, Luke 

8:30). 

42)  Satan had already been laying the ground work by influencing Judas during this time 

of the Passover (John 13:1-2). 

a) “Put into” is derived from a Greek verb meaning to throw (βάλλω, ballo). 

b) It may connote the use of force or forcing something into place. 

c) In the case of Judas, Satan used strong influence on the “apostle.” 

d) “The heart” refers to the thinking of Judas. 

43)  Even though he was a “number of the twelve” Judas was an unbeliever and so was 

susceptible to Satanic attack (John 6:70, 13:3ff). 

44)  Satan influenced his thinking and then took possession (John 13:27 And after the 

morsel, Satan then entered into him. Jesus therefore said to him, "What you do, do 

quickly."). 

45)  Judas never accepted Jesus as the Messiah likely hoping the Lord would provide 

deliverance from Rome. 

46)  This was true of many of his countryman. 

47) They harbored political aspirations not spiritual aspirations. 

48)  Additionally, Judas was also motivated by greed and when the opportunity arose, he 

would steal from the money box (John 12:4-6 But Judas Iscariot, one of His 

disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said, 
5
 "Why was this perfume not sold 

for three hundred denarii, and given to poor people?" 
6
 Now he said this, not because 

he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money 

box, he used to pilfer what was put into it.). 
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49)  Jesus wasn’t blind-sided by the betrayal as He was aware of how events would 

transpire (John 6:70-71). 

50)  Evidently Judas wasn’t a disruptive influence during the Lord’s ministry so was 

permitted to stay. 

51)  Interestingly, Judas is only recorded as addressing Jesus as “Rabbi” (Matt. 26:25, 49, 

Mark 14:45). 

52)  The appellation “Rabbi” was a respectful, honorary title for teachers of the law (cf. 

Matt. 23:7, John 3:2). 

53)  Although the other disciples addressed Jesus as “Rabbi” they also accepted Him as 

the Christ (Mark 9:5, 11:21 cf. Matt. 16:16, John 1:35-49). 

54)  Judas is a study of one who followed the Lord for all the wrong reasons. 

55)  He had left his niche and followed Jesus during 1
st
 Advent just as the other disciples 

(cf. Matt. 19:27, Luke 5:11, 28). 

56)  Furthermore, he was an eyewitness to the miracles that Christ performed, the sheer 

number of which is not recorded (John 21:25). 

57)  Like the other disciples he was given power to perform miracles (Matt. 10:1, Mark 

6:7). 

58)  Despite all of these proofs that Jesus was the Christ and countless hours of 

instruction, he rejected Him. 

59)  All the sacrifices he made to follow Jesus, leaving his niche and enduring abuse as a 

follower of the Lord were absolutely worthless. 

60)  Judas’ legacy and epitaph: An unbelieving thief with a conscience that killed himself 

(Matt. 27:3-5). 

61)  He wouldn’t allow the truth to penetrate his –v and so remained hostile to God until 

his infamous demise. 

62)  Volition is a key component in the soul. 

63)  Additionally, it’s a divine institution and is related to the other institutions God has 

established. 

a) Volition is the first and primary divine institution. 

b) The other divine institutions are designed to allow for one to freely exercise 

volition.  

c) Despite His omnipotence, God refrains from coercing human volition in any way 

(Isa. 66:1-4, Rev. 22:11, 17). 

d) However He has provided every incentive for the human race to accept His plan as 

revealed in Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 2:3-4 This is good and acceptable in the sight 

of God our Savior, 
4
 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth).  
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e) This is manifested by the following: 

i) His love (Psa. 32:10, John 3:16, Rom. 5:8, Gal. 2:20, Eph. 2:4). 

ii) His faithfulness (Gen. 32:10, Deut. 7:9, 1 Cor. 10:13, 2 Tim. 2:13). 

iii) His goodness and benevolence (Jer. 5:24, Acts 14:17, Rom. 2:4). 

iv) His future wrath (Psa. 2:11-12, Rev. 6:16-17). 

v) His temporal judgments (Gen. 6:1ff, Nahum 1:1ff, Rom. 1:27, 2:2, Jude 1:7). 

vi) The certainty of eternal punishment (Matt. 11:21-24, 13:40-42). 

vii) The promise of eternal life with Him (Matt. 19:29, John 3:15, 5:24). 

viii) The provision of comfort in the midst of adversity (2 Cor. 1:3-4). 

ix)  He provides stability in this angelic conflict (Eph. 6:11 cf. 4:12-14). 

x) His promise of living grace (Luke 12:22ff cf. Psa. 1:2-3). 

xi) His promise of temporal blessings (Prov. 13:21). 

xii) His grace (Job 36:11, Psa. 103:8-14, Prov. 28:13). 

f) In spite of these incredible incentives and God’s willingness to form a relationship 

with each member of humanity, the majority like Judas reject His plan (Matt. 

7:13-14). 

g)  Nevertheless God has established other Divine institutions with designated 

authorities to protect and foster individual volition in the Devil’s world. 

h) Divine institution #2, marriage between a man and a woman, is designed in part to 

nurture the volition of the weaker vessel in the AC. 

i) Divine institution #3, the family, provides for the nurture and protection of the 

child’s volition until he can function on his own in the AC. 

j) Divine institution #4, nations, in part was established to protect the function of 

individual volition in humanity. 

64)  Due to his -v, Judas was an easy target for demonic influence which in turn led into 

outright possession by Satan. 

65)  Demon possession in part involves the following: 

a)  Demon possession entails a fallen angel, in this case Satan, entering and 

controlling the body of an unbeliever.   

b)  In contrast to demon influence where a demon controls or attempts to control the 

thinking of the person being influenced. 

c)  Demon possession doesn’t occur apart from the volition of the individual 

involved. 

d) The individual at some point sets himself up through rejection of God’s plan. 

e) It was grounds for capital punishment in Israel (Lev. 20:27). 

f) As we’ve seen in our studies it can produce physical and/or psychological 

maladies (Matt. 12:22, Mark 9:14-27). 
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g) It can produce supernatural strength (Mark 5:1-4, Luke 8:29). 

h) A believer cannot be demon possessed, only influenced as every believer is the 

temple of God the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19, 1 Tim. 4:1-2, 1 John 4:1-4). 

i) In this regard, demonic influence is ruinous to the believer’s spiritual momentum. 

j) Technically speaking, there are no exorcisms in the Bible; that is, no use of 

liturgical rituals as in the RCC and among the Jews. 

k) The Lord Jesus Christ and the apostles cast out demons through Divine authority 

(Matt. 8:16, Mark 3:14-15, 6:7-13, Acts 16:16-18, 19:13). 

l) Exorcism was practiced by the Jews (Matt. 12:24-27, Acts 19:13-16). 

m) Demon possession can produce special knowledge (Acts 16:16). 

66)  Despite being the recipient of maximum grace orientation by the Lord, Judas had his 

own plans. 
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Luke 22:4-6 And he went away and discussed with the chief priests and officers how he 

might betray Him to them. 
5
 And they were glad, and agreed to give him money. 

6
 And he 

consented, and began seeking a good opportunity to betray Him to them apart from the 

multitude.  

 

Analysis of vv. 4-6: 

 

1) Now possessed by Satan, Judas finds an opportunity to take his leave from the Lord 

and the other disciples. 

2) He approaches the chief priests and temple officials about betraying Jesus. 

3) The chief priests and officials comprised in part the primary authorities in the 

Sanhedrin (Matt. 26:59, Mark 15:1). 

4) We may surmise that Judas under Satanic control was prompted by the “warrant” 

issued by the chief priests and Pharisees regarding Jesus (i.e. seize Him, John 11:57). 

5) The Greek conveys that Judas takes the initiative in plotting the betrayal of Jesus (lit. 

“…he discussed with the chief priests and officers the ‘things’ how with them he 

might betray Him.”). 

6) The religious leaders were happy and reached an agreement with Judas. 

7) Both parties came to an agreement on a great evil. 

8)  The leaders for their part felt no compunction in scheming to murder an innocent 

man. Indeed, they were happy about the scheme. 

9) The translation “they were glad” portrays the leaders in a state of happiness over the 

plot and anticipated outcome (χαίρω, chairo- to rejoice, be glad). 

10)  Judas, perhaps not harboring any personal animosity towards the Lord, agreed to 

betray an innocent man for financial gain. 

11)  He was evidently motivated by greed (cf. John 12:1-8). 

12)  Perhaps he took the Lord’s prophecy regarding His incarceration and death seriously 

and desired a final “payout.” 

13)  Judas proposed a “bounty” and they offered 30 pieces of silver (Matt. 26:14-15). 

14)  The betrayal and the price of betrayal was a fulfillment of prophecy (Matt. 27:9 cf. 

Zech. 11:12-13). 

15)  The silver would be paid when Jesus was taken into custody. 

16)  After the agreement was reached, Judas began to seek the right moment without 

interference from the multitudes to hand over the Lord. 

17)  In the meantime, he would continue to pretend to be a legitimate disciple. 

18)  The specific duration of his possession by Satan is problematic. 



 Luke 22  

920 

 

19)  Regardless, he was accountable for his unbelief and treachery (Matt. 26:24, John 

6:70, 17:12). 

20)  There are leaders today that are great pretenders of the Faith like Judas (cf. Jude 

1:4ff). 

21)  Believers must be on their guard against these evil types and doctrines of demons (1 

Tim. 4:1 cf. Matt. 10:16, Acts 20:29). 

22)  It’s significant in context Satan uses those who are spiritually dead to accomplish his 

ends. 

23)  It’s easy for him to influence and possess unbelievers who are dominated by the flesh 

and its desires. 

24)  At the fall, the OSN became the ruler of life for humanity in this world (cf. Psa. 

51:5). 

25)  Furthermore, mankind is spiritually dead and essentially slaves to sin (cf. Rom. 5:12, 

6:17) 

26)  This is our natural condition or state from birth (Eph. 2:3). 

27)  Satan also became the god of this world at the fall and as it’s ruler a primary aim is to 

mislead mankind about the POG (cf. 2 Cor. 4:4). 

28)  It’s through the OSN that he rules mankind (cf. John 8:44, 1 John 3:8). 

29)  In this light, we see Judas easily influenced and eventually possessed. 

30)  He was a spiritually dead and enslaved to sin. 

31)  We’ve seen that he indulged his flesh and was a thief. 

32)  The man was blinded by greed which played into the hands of Satan. 

33)  From the divine viewpoint, greed is condemned as a form of idolatry; the greedy 

person manifests a devotion to earthly things rather than devotion to God (Col. 3:5 cf. 

Eph. 5:5). 

34)  As a form of idolatry, greed is associated with demonism. 

35)  Behind every idol stands a demon. That is, s demon promotes worship of the idol (1 

Cor. 10:19-20). 

36)  Principle: Idolatry brings about national and personal ruin (Judges 5:8, Jer. 2:27-36, 

3:6-11, 7:17-20, Ezek. 6:1-6). 

37)  We see that Judas’s greed was so strong that he was complicit in the wrongful arrest 

and death of an innocent man. 

38)  Under the OSN, some people will do anything for money 

39)  The corruption of Judas was progressive: He indulged his greed which led to lying 

and deceit. 

40)  In this sense, he obeyed his “father,” Satan the father of lies. 

  



 Luke 22  

921 

 

Luke 22:7-8 Then came the first day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb 

had to be sacrificed. 
8
 And He sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and prepare the Passover 

for us, that we may eat it."  

Analysis of vv.7-8: 

1) The narrative moves back to the Lord and His disciples. 

2) Here, Luke alludes to the preparations for the Passover. 

3) As we discussed earlier, the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were two 

separate occasions. 

4) The presence of leaven was proscribed during this period (cf. Ex. 12:19). 

5) This Passover was the first day of celebration (cf. Lev. 23:5-6). 

6) At this point, the Passover lamb which had been selected based on rigorous standards 

was slaughtered (Ex. 12:4 cf. Deut. 15:21). 

7) The slaughter of the lamb occurred at twilight (Ex. 12:6). 

8) Leftovers if any were to be disposed of in the morning (Ex. 12:10). 

9) The lamb would typically be eaten with family members. 

10)  Jesus had made it clear that His disciples were family (Matt. 12:48-50, Luke 8:21). 

a)  Spiritual relationships supersede biological relationships in the CWL. 

b)  Many believers would be well-advised to evaluate their own personal 

relationships with respect to the Lord’s teaching.    

c) Additionally, if we are in Christ, we have a unique bond with Christ and each 

other as CA believers (1 Cor. 1:2 cf. Rom. 12:5, Rom. 16:3, 7, 9-10, 1 Peter 5:14). 

11)  It’s important to understand that in Jesus’ day there were two primary methods to 

reckon a day by the Jews. 

12)  Basic methods of reckoning a day: 

a) Galilean method: calculated from sun up to sun up; utilized by Jesus, His 

disciples, and the Pharisees. 

b) Judean method: calculated from sundown to sundown; utilized by Sadducees and 

many Jews in Jerusalem. 

13)  Based on this understanding, Passover began for Jesus and His disciples at sun up or 

sunrise on Thursday, Nisan 14 in 33 AD. 

14)  The Passover lamb would be killed presumably in the afternoon; it would then be 

eaten at twilight. 

15)  In conformity with Luke’s account, Matthew and Mark portray Jesus and His 

disciples as observing the Passover during this time (Matt. 26:17-19, Mark 14:12-16). 

16)  According to the Galilean method, Passover would conclude at sunrise the next 

morning (beginning Nisan 15- the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread). 
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17)  The Gospel of John depicts the Sadducees observing the Judean method of reckoning 

for the Passover (John 18:28). 

a)  Jesus was questioned by Annas and Caiaphas (John 18:12-24). 

b) The religious leaders didn’t enter into the Praetorium in order to avoid defiling 

themselves before eating the Passover lamb. 

c) Yet they plotting the murder of their Messiah didn’t pose any moral problems. 

18)  The two methods of reckoning: 

 

Timing Galilean- sunrise  Judean-sundown 

Thursday Passover begins at sunrise- 

Nisan 14 

Passover has not begun- 

Nisan 13 

Afternoon, ~3-5 PM Passover lamb is 

slaughtered 

Passover has not begun- 

Nisan 13 

Sundown Passover meal is 

consumed- Nisan 14 

Passover begins- Nisan 14 

Thursday PM Jesus is arrested and 

appears before the 

Sanhedrin- Nisan 14 

Jesus is arrested and 

appears before the 

Sanhedrin- Nisan 14 

Friday sunrise Passover concludes and the 

1
st
 day of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread begins- 

Nisan 15 

Passover continues- Nisan 

14 

 Jesus appears before 

Pilate early in AM 

 Sadducees avoid 

Praetorium 

 12-3PM darkness 

while Jesus is on the 

cross. 

 3PM-Jesus dies on 

the cross when the 

Passover lambs 

would be 

slaughtered 

Afternoon, ~3-5 PM Feast of Unleavened Bread 

continues- Nisan 15 

The Passover lamb is 

sacrificed and meal is 

consumed in PM- Nisan 14 

  Jesus is buried prior 

to sunset Fri PM 

 Jesus is buried prior 

to sunset Fri PM 

Friday sunset Feast of Unleavened Bread 

continues- Nisan 15 

The 1
st
 day of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread- Nisan 

15 
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19)   Jesus directs Peter and John to prepare the Passover meal for all of them to eat. 

20)  Although Jesus would soon be crucified He continued to fulfill His obligations under 

the Law (cf. Matt. 3:13-15, 5:17, Gal. 4:4). 
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Luke 22:9-13 And they said to Him, "Where do You want us to prepare it?" 
10

 And He 

said to them, "Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a 

pitcher of water; follow him into the house that he enters. 
11

 "And you shall say to the 

owner of the house, 'The Teacher says to you, "Where is the guest room in which I may 

eat the Passover with My disciples?"' 
12

 "And he will show you a large, furnished, upper 

room; prepare it there." 
13

 And they departed and found everything just as He had told 

them; and they prepared the Passover. 

Analysis of vv. 9-13: 

1) Peter and John are tasked with preparing the Passover meal for Jesus and the other 

disciples. 

2) This would entail providing the lamb, the unleavened bread and other food for the 

meal as well as cooking the meal or arranging for it to be cooked. 

3) Clearly securing a room in Jerusalem for the Passover was of great importance so they 

ask, “Where do You want us to prepare it?” 

4) Jesus provides a detailed answer to their query. 

5) Specific instructions were given in order to secure the room for the Passover. 

6) Upon entering Jerusalem, the Peter and John would meet with a man “carrying a 

pitcher of water.” 

7) Typically, women carried jar or pitchers of water so this man would stand out (cf. 

Gen. 24:7, John 4:7). 

8) Once the disciples identified the man who was presumably a servant, they were to 

follow him into the house (Mark 14:13). 

9) They were then directed to seek out the owner of the house and deliver a message on 

behalf of Jesus, asking, “The Teacher says to you, "Where is the guest room in which 

I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” 

10)  Jesus describes Himself as “the Teacher” to the owner which implies that he was a 

disciple (ὁ διδάσκαλος, ho didaskalos-Mark 14:14 cf. Matt. 26:18). 

11)  The title “Teacher” is fitting for the Lord as teaching Bible doctrine was the primary 

focus of His ministry. 

12)  He was devoted to teaching the truth of the word of God (Luke 19:47, 21:37). 

13)  Indeed, the exposition of sound doctrine is the primary focus of every adjusted local 

church.  

14)  The local church that doesn’t make the exposition of the Bible doctrine their primary 

focus fails to follow Jesus’ example and consequently is compromised (cf. Acts 

20:20, 27, 2 Tim. 4:1-5). 
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15)  There is absolutely no substitute for learning and applying sound doctrine in the 

CWL (cf. Prov. 3:13, 4:5, 23:23, Matt. 4:4, Luke 11:28). 

16)  No other ministry or “calling” will suffice! 

17)  In response, Jesus indicates the owner would show them “a large, furnished, upper 

room.” 

18)  It was in this upper room where Peter and John were instructed to prepare the 

Passover meal (“Prepare it there…”). 

19)  The “upper room” refers to a guest room in a private residence. 

20)  Yet this room was large and furnished with couches and/or cushions on which the 

Lord and His disciples could recline for the meal. 

21)  They departed into Jerusalem, followed their instructions and found everything just 

as the Lord had spoken (Matt. 26:19). 

22)  In a general sense, when we follow God’s instructions, our CWL will work out 

(Rom. 8:28 cf. Psa. 46:1) 

23)  Although these arrangements for the Passover could have been pre-arranged with the 

owner of the house, the details regarding the man carrying a pitcher of water suggests 

divine foreknowledge (cf. 1 Sam. 10:1ff.). 

24)  Who could have known that the disciples would meet the servant of the home owner 

when they entered a crowded, bustling Jerusalem? 

25)  Jesus chose not to provide an address to Peter and John presumably to keep the 

location a secret from Judas and others who were seeking Him. 
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Luke 22:14-16 And when the hour had come He reclined at the table, and the apostles 

with Him. 
15

 And He said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you 

before I suffer; 
16

 for I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the 

kingdom of God."  

Analysis of vv. 14-16: 

1) The appropriate time arrived in which Jesus and the apostles would observe the 

Passover. 

2) Meals were customarily eaten when reclining on couches or cushions. 

3) At the onset of the meal, Jesus expresses His desire to eat this Passover with them.  

4) It was an occasion He had eagerly anticipated. 

5) The clause, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you…” is strongly 

worded. 

6) “Earnestly desired” is lit. “with a great desire I have strongly desired…” (ἐπιθυμίᾳ 
ἐπεθύμησα, epithumia epethumesa- epithumia: a great desire + epithumesa: to have 

a strong desire). 

7) In using this cognate construction the Lord makes the strongest possible statement to 

His disciples.  

8) This would be the last Passover that He celebrated with His disciples and so was 

particularly important (cf. John 2:13, 6:4, 11:55). 

9) Jesus also affirms that He was going to suffer which includes His wrongful arrest, 

physical mistreatment and crucifixion (Matt. 27:11ff.).  

10)  His great popularity with the multitudes wouldn’t prevent or alleviate His suffering. 

11)  Indeed, the crowds contributed to it at the prompting of the religious leaders (John 

19:14ff). 

12)  Although this was the last Passover Jesus celebrated with His disciples during 1
st
 

Advent, He prophesies a time in the kingdom of God when He would celebrate it 

again. 

13)  Jesus uses reinforced negation, “never again” to indicate this would be the last until 

that time. 

14)  Evidently certain feasts will be observed during the Millennium including the 

Passover (cf. Zech. 14:16-21, Luke 22:18-20, 30, Rev. 19:9). 
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Luke 22:17-20 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, "Take this and 

share it among yourselves; 
18

 for I say to you, I shall never drink of the fruit of the vine 

from now on until the kingdom of God comes." 
19

 And when He had taken some bread 

and given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is My body which is 

given for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 
20

 And in the same way He took the cup 

after they had eaten, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in 

My blood. 

Analysis of vv. 17-20: 

1) Luke continues his account of the Passover meal with Jesus and the disciples. 

2) At this point, the Lord is described as having “taken a cup and given thanks.” 

3) The traditional Passover Seder or observance used four cups of wine (סֶדר, Seder: 

order, arrangement).
2
 

a) The 1
st
 accompanied the opening benediction regarding the Passover day. 

b) The 2
nd

 after the explanation of the Passover and singing of the first portion of the 

Hallel (Hallel derived from ָהַלל, halal meaning  “to praise” pertains to the 

grouping of Psa. 113-118 to be sung on joyous occasions). 

c) The 3
rd

 following the meal including the lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 

d) The 4
th

 following the singing of the remainder of the Hallel. 

e) Note some modern observances vary, but this provides a general outline of a 

traditional Passover meal. 

4) Jesus appropriately offers thanksgiving for the cup, but also within the overall context 

of the celebration, for God’s deliverance and provision. 

5) This also applies to the unleavened bread in v. 19. 

6) It’s important to understand that the ritual of the Lord’s Table was instituted during 

the observance of the Passover (cf. Matt. 26:26). 

7) As noted, wine would be consumed by those celebrating the Passover. 

8) This complicates matters when trying to sorting out the common elements of the 

Passover and the elements in the Lord’s Table. 

9) Phrased differently, it’s difficult to determine where the ritual of the Passover ended 

and the Lord’s Table begins. 

10)  It’s unclear which “cup” in the Passover observance is referred to by Jesus in v. 17 

(1
st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
 or 4

th
?). 

11)  Also, it’s significant that this is the first of two “cups” mentioned in our passage (cf. 

v 19). 

                                              
2
 Arnold, 483. 
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12)  He directs the disciples, “Take this and share it among yourselves…” which portrays 

the communal nature of the celebration. 

13)  In a similar thought concerning the Passover found in v. 16, Jesus affirms that He 

“shall never drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God 

comes.” 

14)  “The kingdom of God” is a nuanced expression.  

15)  Jesus has referred to Himself as a partial fulfillment of the kingdom of God, but He is 

referring to His future reign as King of kings and Lord of lords in the physical 

manifestation of the Kingdom on earth in the Millennium (Luke 17:21 cf. 19:11, 

21:31). 

16)  Once again we have emphatic negation that rules out any possibility of taking in the 

“fruit of the vine” (“shall never”). 

17)  The first “cup” in v. 17 is described as “the fruit of the vine” in v. 18. 

18)  This remains part of the Passover observance so “the fruit of the vine” seemingly 

refers to one of the cups of wine of the “Seder.” 

19)  The common Greek term for wine, οἶνος, oinos is absent, although “fruit of the 

vine” is an acceptable, figurative expression for wine (τοῦ γενήματος τῆς 
ἀμπέλου, tou genematos tes ampelou, cf. Isaiah 32:12-13 Beat your breasts for the 

pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine, 
13

 For the land of my people in which thorns and 

briars shall come up; Yea, for all the joyful houses, and for the jubilant city- “fruitful 

vine” also oinos, 34x- Luke 1:15 "For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and he 

will drink no wine [oinos] or liquor; and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, while 

yet in his mother's womb, John 2:9-10 And when the headwaiter tasted the water 

which had become wine [oinos], and did not know where it came from (but the 

servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom, 
10

 and 

said to him, "Every man serves the good wine [oinos] first, and when men have drunk 

freely, then that which is poorer; you have kept the good wine [oinos] until now."). 

20)  In a contrasting interpretation, due to the absence of the common word oinos that 

“the fruit of the vine” is something other than wine, namely, grape juice. 

21)  It’s worth noting as well that even if present in the text oinos doesn’t always refer to 

the literal fermented beverage (Rev. 14:10, 16:19). 

22)  Linguistically, one cannot make a determination either way. 

23)  We don’t have a clear directive to abstain from wine or not. 

24)  Instead, one must consider it from a theological and symbolic standpoint which will 

be discussed in following points. 

25)  Yet we see in vv. 19-20 that Jesus explicitly refers to the elements and symbolism of 

the new, unique ritual of the Lord’s Table. 



 Luke 22  

929 

 

26)  Luke portrays in v. 20 the main meal as having concluded prior to the Lord teaching 

the ritual (“after they had eaten…”). 

27)  The term translated “eaten” refers to eating a main meal as opposed to a smaller 

informal meal (e.g. snack- δειπνῆσαι, deipnesai- to eat a meal). 

28)  Yet, Matthew and Mark suggest the Lord taught the ritual during the meal (Matt. 

26:26, Mark 14:22- ἐσθίω, esthio: temporal, pres. act. participle translated- “while 

they were eating…” ). 

29)  Whether during or after the main meal, the ritual is clearly distinct from the normal 

Passover observance. 

30)  One observance would not be confused with the other. 

31)  Furthermore, at this point Judas wasn’t present for the teaching as he had gone to the 

religious leaders to betray Jesus. (John 13:21ff cf. Matt. 26:24-25, Mark 14:18-21). 

32)  Considering his status as an unbeliever, the absence of Judas was appropriate (1 Cor. 

11:26 for believers only- ritual without reality or “going through the motions” for 

unbelievers. Cf. Matt. 15:8). 

33)  Jesus began by taking some bread and giving thanks (cf. John 6:11). 

34)  Our term translated “bread” may refer to bread which is leavened and unleavened 

(ἄρτος, artos- John 6:13 cf. fig. reference 1 Cor.5:7). 

35)  Here, the bread would have consisted of unleavened bread as all leaven had been 

removed in preparation for the Passover (Ex. 12:8, 15, Deut. 16:3-4). 

36)  After His prayer of thanksgiving, Jesus broke the bread and distributed it among the 

disciples. 

37)  He proclaimed, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of 

Me.” 

38)  The pronoun “this” is refers back to the noun “bread.” 

39)  Jesus clearly identifies the bread with His body. 

40)  That is, the bread represents His body. 

41)  The association is clearly meant to be figurative. 

42)  To understand this statement as well as the one that follows regarding the cup in a 

literal sense…physical flesh and blood… is erroneous.  

a) If the bread and cup transformed into His physical flesh and blood and were then 

consumed, this would violate the prohibition in the Law and elsewhere (Gen. 9:4, 

Lev. 3:17, 7:26-27, 17:10-11, 14, Acts 15:20). 

b) On an empirical level, there isn’t any evidence that these elements changed and 

were consumed by the disciples. 

c) After all, Jesus continued to recline in their presence. 
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d) Furthermore, if the elements transformed, there would have been some “protest” 

among the disciples (cf. John 6:53ff). 

e) In our context, they understood Jesus was speaking figuratively. 

f) This is the view held by the RCC (transubstantiation). 

43)  The Lord had on occasion used figurative language to refer to Himself. Some 

examples: 

a) Bread of Life (John 6:26). 

b) Light of the World (John 8:12, 9:5). 

c) The Door (John 10:7, 9). 

d) The Good Shepherd (John 10:11, 14). 

e) The Vine (John 15:1, 5). 

44)  The fact that the bread was unleavened portrayed the lack of sin in the person of our 

Lord (cf. leaven symbolizes sin: Matt. 16:6ff, Luke 12:1, Gal. 5:9). 

45)  Jesus was the bread that came down from heaven was subsequently broken on the 

cross all the while remaining sinless or “unleavened” (John 6:32 cf. Isa. 53:7-9, 1 

John 3:5). 

46)  Jesus directs His disciples, “Do this in remembrance of me.” 

47)  The imperative “do this” indicates the observance of this ritual is to be ongoing 

(ποιεῖτε, poieite- present act. imp:  refers to human activity, to make, to do). 

48)  The noun translated “remembrance” pertains to a deliberate calling to mind or 

remembrance of something or in this case, someone (ἀνάμνησις, anamnesis). 

49)  The ritual would serve as a memorial to the person of Jesus and His work.   

50)  Specifically, one ought to “remember” or reflect on the Lord’s perfect person and 

walk. 

51)  His walk entailed self-sacrifice and willingness accomplish the Father’s will 

(Philippians 2:5-8 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 
6
 

who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing 

to be grasped, 
7
 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 

made in the likeness of men. 
8
 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 

Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross (Phi 2:5ff). 

52)  In v. 20 Luke indicates that the Lord took the cup after they had eaten and gave it to 

His disciples. 

53)  The author indicates this was handled “in the same way” as the bread. 

54)  “In the same way” refers to doing something similarly or in a like fashion 

(ὡσαύτως, hosautos). 

55)  This would’ve also included a prayer of thanksgiving prior to sharing it among the 

disciples (cf. Matt. 26:27). 



 Luke 22  

931 

 

 

56)  The phrasing in the Greek indicates “the cup is the new covenant in my blood which 

is being poured out for you.” 

57)  The depiction of blood being poured out portrays a drink offering that symbolizes the 

Lord’s sacrificial death (cf. Phil. 2:17, 2 Tim. 4:6). 

58)  Isaiah indicates that “He poured out Himself to death…” (Isa. 53:12). 

59)  Drink offerings preceded the giving of the Mosaic Law (Ex. 29:40). 

60)  Additionally, the offerings were comprised of various quantities of wine (Lev.23:13, 

Num. 15:5, 7, 10). 

61)   In Paul’s dealings with the Corinthians, it’s clear they used wine in the observance 

of the Lord’s Table (1 Cor. 11:20-21). 

62)  Note the apostle reprimands the Corinthians for drinking to drunkenness not drinking 

wine (“drunk”- μεθύω, methuo: Matt. 24:49, 1 Thess. 5:7). 

63)  If wine was used in the observance in the early church as a symbol of Christ’s blood, 

it would convey the sense of the sinless Jesus being made sin on our behalf (2 Cor. 

5:21). 

64)  That is, sin is represented by the leaven/yeast in the wine was borne by Jesus on the 

cross (cf. 1 Peter 2:24). 

65)  He “bore the sin of many” (Isaiah 53:12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with 

the great, And He will divide the booty with the strong; Because He poured out 

Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the 

sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors. ). 
66)  Yet it’s possible that freshly crushed grapes were used during the observance that 

weren’t fermented. 

67)  Since we have “fruit of the vine” without oinos this remains a possibility. 

68)  Additionally, the lack of fermentation and leaven corresponds to the sinless 

perfection of Christ. 

69)  One can make a case for either wine or grape juice, but a mandate for either is absent. 

70)  The significant feature of both is the color which depicts the color of blood. 

71) The purpose for pouring out of His blood was “for forgiveness of sins” (Matt. 26:28). 

72)  Here, Jesus identifies the cup with “the new covenant” (cf. 1 Cor. 11:25) 

a) The adjective “new” pertains to that which replaces something old and is generally 

superior in kind to the old (καινός, kainos- Eph. 4:23). 

b) “Covenant” refers to an agreement or pact (διαθήκη, diatheke- 2 Cor. 3:14). 

73)  The phrase “in my blood” indicates that it was the Lord’s blood that would ratify the 

new covenant. 
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74)  The “new covenant” implies the replacement of an “old” covenant. 

75)  Here, Jesus refers to the replacement of the Mosaic covenant as the “old” covenant. 

76)  In this case, as the adjective “new” connotes, this covenant is superior to the old 

Mosaic covenant. 

77)  The mention of a new covenant by Jesus brings to mind a prophetic passage in 

Jeremiah (Jer. 31:31-34). 

a)  Note the new covenant is made “with the house of Israel and with the house of 

Judah.” 

b) “New” describes that which is new and fresh (חָדׁש, chadash). 

c) The Hebrew adjective “new” also carries the nuance that which is new doesn’t yet 

exist. 

d) This passage makes specific reference to the breaking of the old covenant by Israel 

(cf. Lev. 26:15, 44, Deut. 31:16, 20). 

e) The new covenant doesn’t depend on the works of men to fulfill their 

responsibilities as did the Mosaic covenant. 

78)  In contrast to the Mosaic covenant, the new covenant doesn’t have conditions 

attached (cf. “old” Ex. 19:5, Deut. 28:1, Jer. 7:23). 

79)  Jesus alludes to the unilateral ratification of the new covenant by Himself in v. 20 (cf. 

Jesus as mediator- Heb. 8:6-8). 

80)  The Lord’s reference to “My blood” finds a close parallel with the use of blood in the 

formal establishment of the Mosaic covenant (Ex. 24:5-8, Heb. 9:18-22). 

81)  Note that it’s a close parallel not exact. 

82)  The animals sacrificed to commence the Mosaic covenant were bled out (i.e. throats 

were cut). 

83)  This effectively ended their physical life as their life is said to reside in their blood 

(cf. Lev. 17:11ff) 

84)  In contrast, the life of humanity including the humanity of the Lord resides not in the 

blood but in the soul (cf. Gen. 35:18). 

85)  Additionally, Jesus possessed spiritual life (as do all believers). 

86)  The Lord did bleed prior to and during His crucifixion, but He certainly didn’t bleed 

out (cf. Isa. 53:5, Luke 22:44, Acts 2:23). 

87)  The sacrifice and bleeding out of the animal symbolized the Lord’s work on the cross 

where most significantly, He died spiritually while bearing sin. 

88)  After the work was completed, Jesus dismissed His spirit thereby experiencing 

physical death (Luke 23:46 cf. John 19:31-34). 

89)  Therefore the animal blood of the sacrifices didn’t represent the literal blood of Jesus. 

90)  Rather, the OT sacrifices were a “shadow” of His work on the cross (Heb. 10:1ff). 
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91)  Although He died on the cross, His physical death isn’t what saves an individual 

from sin. 

92)  When we speak of Jesus perfect work on the cross, His sin bearing and resultant 

spiritual death is in view. 

93)  This work was done on behalf of all mankind (cf. 1 John 2:2). 

94)  There is no mention here, but the apostles concluded the Lord’s Supper by singing a 

hymn (Matt. 26:30, Mark 14:26). 
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Luke 22:21-23 "But behold, the hand of the one betraying Me is with Me on the table. 
22

 

"For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by 

whom He is betrayed!" 
23

 And they began to discuss among themselves which one of 

them it might be who was going to do this thing. 

Analysis of vv. 21-23: 

1) In v. 21, Luke records a “bombshell” of a statement by the Lord. 

2) Jesus declares, “The hand of the one betraying Me is with Me on the table…” 

3) As is frequently the case in Luke, various events aren’t recorded in strict 

chronological order. 

4) Matthew and Mark record this declaration as occurring before the establishment of the 

Lord’s Table (Matthew 26:24ff "The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; 

but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good 

for that man if he had not been born." 
25

 And Judas, who was betraying Him, 

answered and said, "Surely it is not I, Rabbi?" He said to him, "You have said it 

yourself." 
26

 And while they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is My body….”, 

Mark 14:18ff And as they were reclining at the table and eating, Jesus said, "Truly I 

say to you that one of you will betray Me-- one who is eating with Me." 
19

 They began 

to be grieved and to say to Him one by one, "Surely not I?" 
20

 And He said to them, 

"It is one of the twelve, one who dips with Me in the bowl. 
21

 "For the Son of Man is 

to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born." 
22

 And while 

they were eating, He took some bread, and after a blessing He broke it; and gave it to 

them, and said, "Take it; this is My body….). 

5) Up to this point there was no suspicion that a betrayal would occur on the part of the 

disciples. Especially a betrayal by one of their own. 

6) Yet, Jesus had alluded to His eventual betrayal (John 6:70-71). 

7) Evidently this information went unheeded by the disciples. 

8) The enemy was in their midst and clearly from their subsequent reaction, they were 

clueless. 

9)  Indeed the Lord’s betrayal by a close “friend” is a fulfillment of prophecy (Psalm 

41:9, John 13:16-18 "Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master; 

neither is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him. 
17

 "If you know these 

things, you are blessed if you do them. 
18

 "I do not speak of all of you. I know the 

ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, 'He who eats My bread 

has lifted up his heel against Me.'). 
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10)  In v. 22 the Lord declares, “For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has been 

determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” 

11)  Despite His betrayal, Jesus affirms that everything is progressing “as it had been 

determined.” 

12)  The phrase “as it had been determined” alludes to God’s directive will for the Son to 

go to the cross (“determined”- ὁρίζω, horizo, Acts 2:23 cf. Acts 3:18). 

13)  God continues to be in control of the situation despite the expert scheming of Satan 

and Judas (cf. 2 Cor. 2:11, Eph. 4:14). 

14)  His plans were formed long ago and will certainly be accomplished (cf. Isa. 14:24, 

25:1, 43:13, 46:10). 

15)  No one is able to thwart His plans even the most powerful angelic beings (Dan. 4:35) 

16)  Jesus pronounces woe upon His betrayer, “that man” who betrays “the Son of Man.” 

17)  Although everything was progressing according to God’s directive will, Judas the 

betrayer is held responsible for his actions. 

18)  He was motivated by greed and operated in God’s permissive will.  

19)  No excuse(s) will change the fact that he is guilty of betraying the Messiah. 

20)  As a general principle, anyone who defies God will experience harm (cf. Job 9:4, 

Prov. 28:14, Isa. 45:19). 

21)  Indeed the temporal and eternal outcome for Judas, “the son of perdition” has been 

catastrophic. (Matt. 27:3ff, John 17:12). 

22)  Even great remorse doesn’t excuse him from his responsibility. 

23)  As the “son of perdition,” he shares the title with the anti-Christ (“perdition”- 

ἀπώλεια, apoleia: destruction , perdition, 2 Thess. 2:3). 

24)  All those who would try to gain by deceit and scheming will fall under DD (cf. Job 

5:13, 18:7, Micah 2:1).  

25)  Those who like Judas reject the Gospel will also experience eternal DD (cf. Prov. 

24:20, Matt. 25:41). 

26)  The +v believer who comes under pressure from schemers ought to fully trust in God 

to handle the situation (Psa. 31:13-17, 37:7, Eph. 6:11). 

27)  The disciples were presumably shocked by Jesus’ pronouncement. 

28)  Matthew indicates the disciples were “deeply grieved” by Jesus’ words (Matt. 26:2). 

29)  They immediately began to discuss who among them might betray Jesus. 

30)  Judas was brazen enough to feign concern (Matt. 26:25).  

31)  Up to this point, Judas had played the part of a “good disciple, but now, he would be 

exposed as a poseur.  

32)  In Judas we see an individual that was ruthless and conniving; he was willing to do 

whatever it takes to gain wealth even betray an innocent man. 
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33)  In a similar sense, many believers have the same mindset living in the world. 

34)  They will do whatever it takes to achieve their goals even if the goals violate Bible 

doctrine. 

35)  Essentially they “betray” God and their faith in order to find satisfaction in their 

temporal lives. 

36)  In this regard, love for the world is a betrayal of sorts (cf. James 4:4, 1 John 2:15). 

37)  Yet He has adopted us as His children in the household of faith (John 1:12, Rom. 

8:15, 1 John 3:1-2). 

38)   We ought to make the most of our position and glorify Him (Phil. 2:15, Col. 3:2). 
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Luke 22:24-27 And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was 

regarded to be greatest. 
25

 And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over 

them; and those who have authority over them are called 'Benefactors.' 
26

 "But not so 

with you, but let him who is the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the 

leader as the servant. 
27

 "For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table, or the one 

who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one 

who serves.  

Analysis of vv. 24-27: 

1) Jesus has just revealed to His disciples that a betrayer would come from their midst. 

2) It should be noted that Jesus was troubled by His impending betrayal by one of the 

disciples. 

3) John’s gospel states, “When Jesus had said this, He became troubled in spirit, and 

testified, and said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, that one of you will betray Me” (John 

13:21). 

a) The verb translated “became troubled” refers to being inwardly stirred up, 

disturbed, or in turmoil (ταράσσω. tarasso).  

b) To be clear, He experienced turmoil in His humanity. 

c) “In spirit” indicates inner turmoil (τῷ πνεύματι, to pneumati). 

d) However, this isn’t sinful angst or fear (cf. 1 Peter 3:14). 

e) It was a normal, Godly very human response to the circumstances (cf. John 12:27 

Matt. 26:38-39). 

f) After all it was prophesied that He was “a man of sorrows and acquainted with 

grief…” (Isa. 53:3) 

4) Apart from trying to determine who among them might be the betrayer, the disciples 

evidently made no effort to comfort or encourage the Lord. 

5) He was clearly upset but they lacked discernment. 

6) Instead of focusing on the Lord, they became embroiled in a dispute among 

themselves about themselves. 

7) Luke records, “And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them 

was regarded to be greatest.” 

8) Our term “dispute” refers to and contentious argument (φιλονεικία, philoneikia- 1x 

in the NT). 

9) It is derived from a noun which indicates a love of strife (philos+neikos: love + 

strife). 

10)  Their dispute was selfish and completely inappropriate. 
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11)  The question: Who was regarded as the greatest? 

12)  They cared about their own status in the eyes of the Lord, but also in the eyes of 

others. 

13)  In this respect they sought the approval of man. 

14)  As believers our primary concern and goal ought to be seeking God’s approval (1 

Thess. 2:4, 2 Tim. 2:15). 

15)  The subject of their status had been a previous source of contention (Luke 9:46 cf. 

Mark 9:34). 

16)  Despite the Lord’s exhortation, some were still motivated by selfish ambition. 

17)  Of course, this type of ambition is evidence of OSN influence and compromise. 

18)  They were compromised and continued to have a worldly mindset. 

19)  As James points out, jealousy and selfish ambition indicates the presence of 

additional OSN issues and evil (James 3:14,16). 

a) Our term “jealousy” in a general sense indicates intense negative feelings 

regarding another’s achievements or success (at least perceived, ζῆλος, zelos). 

b) The noun “selfish ambition” connotes strife, contentiousness manifested in selfish 

ambition (ἐριθεία, eritheia). 

c) Jealousy and selfish ambition is associated with “disorder and every evil thing. 

d) “Disorder” indicates unruliness or an unsettled state of affairs (ἀκαταστασία, 

akatastasia). 

e) “Every evil thing” functions as a catch all to refer to all types of OSN activity (lit: 

every morally substandard deed or “thing”). 

f) The analogy between leaven and the OSN is apropos (1 Cor. 5:6ff). 

g) Even a small amount of OSN influence if uncontrolled will grow and potentially 

corrupt a believer’s CWL (Gal. 5:9). 

h) Progressive spiritual corruption leads to greater fleshly indulgences (cf. Eph. 2:3, 2 

Peter 2:10). 

i) Those who sows to the flesh will reap corruption (cf. Gal. 6:7-8). 

20)  Fleshly indulgences may take a variety of forms (jealousy, disputes, et al, 1 Cor. 

1:10-11, 3:3, 2 Cor. 12:20, Gal. 5:15ff, 1 Tim. 6:4ff).  

21)  Believers must heed the warnings to make no allowances for the flesh (cf. Rom. 

13:13-14, Gal. 5:16, 1 Peter 2:11). 

22)  In addition to the believer being out of fellowship and behaving in a manner that is 

displeasing to God, there are other consequences to one’s health of allowing the OSN 

free reign (Prov. 14:30). 

a) “Heart” represents the inner man of an individual (ֵלב, leb). 



 Luke 22  

939 

 

b) “Tranquil” refers to that which is calm or composed (ַמְרֵפא, marpe). 

c) Here, if the inner person is calm, this contributes to one’s health. 

d) Conversely, if one is ruled by “passion” one’s health will suffer. 

e) “Passion” connotes envy and jealousy (ִקְנָאה, qinah- Prov. 27:4). 

f) It’s viewed as a very strong emotion that eventuates in physical decay. 

23)  The disciples were simply indulging the flesh which in turn led into conflict among 

themselves (i.e. disorder).  

24)  They had become “boastful, challenging one another” (Gal. 5:26- “challenging”: 

προκαλέω, prokaleo- to call out, to provoke). 

25)  Clearly, they lacked humility in their thinking (cf. Phil.2:3). 

26)  The fact they were debating who was the “greatest” demonstrated the adjective didn’t 

describe any one of them. 

27)  Jesus begins to correct their presumptuous thinking in v 25. 

28)  He portrays the typical cosmic standard of greatness among civic authorities. 

29)  Those with power and authority lord it over their subjects. 

30)  Yet Jesus indicates this was not the case with the disciples or even all believers (“But 

not so with you…”). 

31)  The quality of “greatness” from the Divine viewpoint is inverted compared to 

worldly norms. 

32)  Those who desire to be great and lead must become servants. 

33)  Jesus reiterates the cosmic norm in a meal setting: the one who reclines and is served 

is of greater status than the one serving. 

34)  Nevertheless, Jesus has set a very different example. 

35)  He is unequivocally “the greatest” from God’s perspective and yet He one who was 

serving. 

36)  He was humble in all circumstances. 

37)  Like the Lord we serve others and not self (1 Cor. 10:24, 13:5 cf. Phil. 2:21). 

38)  The true standards of greatness are determined by God and exemplified by Jesus 

Christ. 

39)  As we serve others, we’ll be conducting ourselves in a manner that pleases God and 

is distinctly different than the worldly norms of the last days (2 Tim. 3:1-2). 
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Luke 22:28-30 "And you, yourselves are those who have stood by Me in My trials; 
29

 

and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, I grant you 
30

 that you may eat and 

drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel.  

 

Analysis of vv. 28-30: 

 

1) The dispute among the disciples was fueled by arrogance. 

2) Evidently, some thought more highly of themselves than was appropriate.  

3) In our days, arrogance pervades society (Rom. 1:25-32, 2 Tim. 3:1-5). 

4) Here, the disciples fall prey to the desires of the OSN (cf. Mark 7:21-23). 

5) Internal compromise is manifested in verbal dispute or overt sin (cf. 2 Chron. 26:16, 

Dan. 5:20). 

6) Although they knew better, the disciples present us with an example of being swept 

way in the boastful pride of life. 

7) Believers are to avoid this state (1 John 2:15-16 cf. 2 Tim. 4:10, 1 Peter 5:6). 

8) Instead of capitalizing on the remaining time they had left with the Lord, the disciples 

debated who was the greatest. 

9) So it is with many of us believers that are caught up in the things of this world and 

don’t redeem the short time we have available in our ph. 2 (Psa. 144:4, James 4:14 cf. 

Psa. 39:1ff). 

10)  We must direct our focus and energy on our spiritual growth. 

11)  The believer who fails to prioritize his life in accordance with the clear commands of 

Scripture and is captivated by “the things in the world” sets himself up for spiritual 

ruin (e.g. inconsistent attendance in Bible class in order to pursue job, career, 

education, etc.). 

12)  The discerning believer recognizes that “the things of world”, although very 

attractive, are also very superficial and ultimately will not satisfy. 

13)  Our position is unique. We have been delivered from “the domain of darkness” and 

transferred into the kingdom of Christ through faith in Christ (Col. 1:13-14). 

14)  Despite our continued physical residence in the world, we are now viewed as citizens 

of His kingdom (cf. Eph. 2:19, Phil. 3:20). 

15)  We must not think and behave as we did when we lived in the realm of darkness 

(Rom. 12:2, Eph. 5:11, Col. 3:2, 1 Peter 1:14-16). 

16)  Instead, we must be preoccupied with the POG and growing in conformity to sound 

doctrine (individually and corporately as a LC cf. Prov. 3:15, Acts 2:42, Col. 2:5). 

17)  Areas of arrogance or pride to avoid: 
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a) Strength, physical abilities, military prowess (cf. Lev. 26:19, Judges 7:2). 

b) Beauty, appearance (2 Cor. 5:12, cf. the fall of Satan, Ezekiel 28:17 "Your heart 

was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom by reason of 

your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I put you before kings, That they may see 

you.). 

c) Prosperity, money (Psa. 49:6, Ezek. 28:5, Hosea 13:6, 1 Tim. 6:17). 

d) Religious devotion, superficial piety (Luke 18:11).  

e) Intellect (Jer.9:23, Acts 17:18 cf. Prov. 3:7). 

18)  Significant biblical principles regarding arrogance: 

a) The failure to obey doctrine is arrogant (cf. Neh. 9:16). 

b) Many in the world manifest arrogance by not seeking God even to the point of 

denying His existence (cf. Psa. 10:4). 

c) Fools are arrogant and careless (Prov. 14:16 cf. Prov. 1:7, Prov. 12:15). 

d) The believer must not exalt himself as do many in the world.  

e) Instead, the faithful, obedient believer will be exalted by God. Such a believer may 

be enhanced in honor, fame, position, power, or financial prosperity (Josh. 3:7, 

4:14, Psa. 37:34, 1 Chron. 14:2, 29:25, James 4:10). 

f) Emulate God’s attitude toward pride, arrogance, and evil…hate it (Prov. 8:13). 

g) The believer is not be conceited about his intellectual abilities and academic 

achievements (cf. Prov. 26:12, Phil 3:4-5, also Acts 26:24). 

h) God may afflict a believer in order to prevent arrogance (2 Cor. 12:7). 

i) If a believer has prospered financially and materially, he must not be prideful and 

attribute his wealth solely to his own effort; God supplied it (1 Timothy 6:17 

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their 

hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all 

things to enjoy. cf. Job 1:1-3, 10, 21, 42:10-12). 

j) Those who are conceited commonly stir up strife (Prov. 28:25, cf. Prov. 13:10, 

where “presumption” is pride or insolence). 

k) We are not to boast or speak with insolent pride (Psa. 75:4-7). 

l) Especially among members of the LC (Gal. 5:26 cf. Rom. 10:12, 1 Cor. 12:13, 

Col. 3:11). 

m) The believer who blindly follows his own plans without initially considering 

God’s directive will is arrogant (James 4:13-16). 

n) False teachers are characterized by self-will and arrogance (2 Peter 2:1-20 cf. false 

prophets, Deut.18:20, 22). 

o) Do not engage in self-promotion when God blesses you (cf. Acts 14:8-18, also 

Acts 12:21-23). 

p) Dishonor comes with pride (Prov. 11:2-3). 

q) The one who is proud will be humiliated (Prov. 29:23). 

r) Pride goes before destruction (Prov. 16:18). 

19)  On this occasion, Jesus used gentleness in His correction. 

20)  We ought to learn from His gracious treatment of the disciples. 

21)  He proceeds from a mild admonishment to commendation and encouragement. 
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22)  We mustn’t think the Lord was averse to providing a strong exhortation when it was 

warranted (Mark 8:17-21, 31-33). 

23)  As we’ve seen, the apostate religious leaders have been frequently on the receiving 

end of His hard rebukes (Matt. 23:15-17).  

a) “Hypocrites”: ὑποκριτής, hupokrites- an actor or one who pretends to be 

someone other than he really is (cf. Matt. 23:27-28). 

b) “Blind guides”: ὁδηγοὶ τυφλοὶ, hodegoi tuphloi- spiritually blind leaders. Due 

to their rejection of Jesus they were incapable of understanding the Truth and 

therefore, unable to correctly guide others to the Truth. 

c) “Fools”: μωρός, moros- used as a substantive referring to one who is foolish or 

stupid. In our English vernacular, “moron” is derived from this term. “Moron” is 

an apt title for unbelievers (Matt. 7:26). 

d) So these religious types are classified as hypocritical, spiritually blind morons. 

24)  Hard rebukes or exhortations are necessary in the CWL. 

25)  The rebukes by the Jesus were exactly what the religious types needed to hear; after 

all they were laboring under extraordinary self-deception. 

26)  It was time to issue a wakeup call that was loud and clear. 

27)  Ultimately the point of the rebuke was to call attention to their spiritual deficiencies 

and get them to change beginning with their thinking. 

28)  A stiff exhortation WILL offend and be off putting to the receiver. 

29)  No one likes to have sin(s) exposed especially with a degree of harshness. 

30)  Nevertheless, the goal of such an exhortation is the spiritual benefit of the receiver. 

31)  If a believer is exhorting another, the receiver may get angry and be hurt perhaps 

responding strongly under the OSN. 

32)  Negative reactions whether anticipated or actual shouldn’t necessarily be a deterrent 

(Luke 11:43-53). 

33)  Yet in our context Jesus leads with gentleness and grace. 

34)  The application of grace towards others is in a basic sense, an overt exhibition of 

good will through kindness or favor. 

35)  Grace and mercy are closely related. 

36)  Mercy is to show kindness or concern for someone in need and is demonstrated in the 

compassionate treatment of another. 

37)  Both terms are nuanced with leniency and forgiveness (Psa. 51:1, Prov. 28:13). 

38)  That is, the object of mercy is dealt with in a lenient manner, with far less harshness 

than is warranted. 

39)  In this regard Jesus exemplifies grace orientation and mercy with His disciples. 

40)  As believers we are to be merciful and compassionate towards others (Micah 6:8, 

Zech. 7:9, Luke 6:36, Col. 3:12 cf. Luke 10:30ff). 

41)  Jesus frequently felt compassion for those around him so we ought to follow His 

example (Matt. 9:36, 14:14, 15:32, Mark 1:41). 

42)  His intent was to edify the disciples (an essential application for every believer: Psa. 

37:30, Eph.4:29). 
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43)  The Lord emphatically declares, “You, yourselves are those who have stood by Me in 

My trials.” 

44)  He recognizes the continued perseverance of the disciples. 

45)  They are identified as “those who have stood by Me.” 

a) “Those who have stood” is based on the verb diameno (διαμένω, diameno- as a 

substantive participle). 

b) Diameno is to continue in an activity or state; also, to continue in association with 

someone. Hence, it may be understood to stand with someone. 

c) Here, Jesus uses the perfect tense of the verb so we have “those who have stood.” 

d) In a technical sense, the tense emphasizes the present state produced by a past 

action. 

e) The past action, saving faith and the decision to follow the Lord ultimately led 

them to their current circumstances to be at the Lord’s side. 

f) Yet the initial decision to follow Jesus mustn’t be viewed as the sole determining 

factor for their perseverance. 

g) The decision to continue to stand with the Lord had to be made on a regular basis. 

h) From their initial calling they continued to stand with the Lord when other 

disciples had fallen away (John 6:66-71). 

46)  Despite their OSN shortcomings, they demonstrated endurance for which Jesus gives 

them credit. 

47)  They had left their homes and “careers” to follow Jesus (Luke 5:1-11, 27-28 cf. Luke 

9:57-62). 

48)  They derived their living grace from the support of others (Luke 8:1-3, 9:1-6). 

49)  They were in the company of Jesus when attempts were made to kill Him. 

50)  Jesus refers to “My trials” in our passage so His trials became their trials as well 

(John 8:39, 10:31-11:16). 

51)  As His followers, they were maligned by the religious leaders (Matt. 15:2, Luke 6:1-

2). 

52)  Despite their failures the disciples would have great reward (cf. Mark 9:41). 

53)  Jesus reveals in vv. 29-30 their reward in part would involve close fellowship with 

Him and a share of authority in His kingdom. 

54) To eat and drink at the table of the Lord of Lords and King of Kings is a great honor 

(cf. 2 Sam. 9:7-10). 

55)  The Father has decreed that the Son possess and rule a kingdom. 

56)  As the ruler of the kingdom, it’s the Son’s prerogative to delegate authority to 

whomever He wishes. 

57)  Specifically, the sphere of authority of the 12 will pertain to “judging the twelve 

tribes of Israel” (note: Paul replaced Judas to complete the 12). 

58)  In the Millennium, the full boundaries of Israel will be realized within which the 

tribes would have territorial allotments (Gen. 15:18). 

59)  The church for its part will also share in the rule of the kingdom (1 Cor. 6:2-3, 2 Tim. 

2:12, Rev. 3:21 cf. James 2:5). 

60)  Here, this is a special blessing promised to the 12 Jewish disciples. 
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Luke 22:31-32 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift all of you 

like wheat; 
32

 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, yourself, 

when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."  

Analysis of vv. 31-32: 

1) Following the encouraging prophecy in vv. 29-30, Jesus singles out Peter. 

2) This passage will lead into the Lord’s prophecy of Peter’s denial. 

3) Jesus begins by addressing His disciple saying, “Simon, Simon, behold…” 

4) The doubling of the disciple’s name “Simon” with the particle “behold” is intended as 

a prompt to pay attention. 

5) Jesus affirms, “Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat.” 

6) Satan wasn’t finished with maligning and persecuting the disciples. 

7) He is personally involved in attempting to thwart the Lord and the ministry of His 

followers through any means available (cf. Acts 5:3, 2 Cor. 11:14-15, 1 Thess. 2:18). 

8) Satan is following his modus operandi by leveling accusations at believers (cf. Job 

1:9ff, Zech. 3:1, Rom. 12:10). 

9) In Jesus’ day wheat was sifted or shaken to remove impurities and other worthless 

debris (“to sift”: σινιάζω, sinaizo- to sift by shaking- fig. use: Isa. 30:28, Amos 9:9). 

10)  The sifting or shaking is a metaphor for adversity and pressures instigated by Satan 

that would come upon the disciples. 

11)  The adversity and pressures would expose their lack of faith and bring their failures 

into focus (i.e. impurities and worthless debris). 

12)  The verb translated “has demanded” is to ask with emphasis with an added nuance of 

having a right to do so (ἐξαιτέω, exaiteo). 

13)  Although Peter is addressed directly, Satan’s demand extends to all the disciples. 

14)  The standard translation “you” in the phrase, “Satan has demanded permission to sift 

you” should be amended. 

15)  One may  infer from the translation that Satan’s demand pertained only to Peter. 

16)  The personal pronoun “you” is a 2
nd

 person plural so a revision that reads, “all of 

you” or “each of you” is preferred. 

17)  It’s probable that Peter is singled out by Jesus because His failure is particularly 

glaring (i.e. his public denial 3x). 

18)  Satan isn’t given carte blanche to do whatever he pleases. 

19)  Note that he seeks permission from God Who may or may not permit various actions 

(cf. Job 1:12, 2:6, Luke 13:16). 

20)  In this case Satan demand is in the past tense…”has demanded” with the implication 

that his demand will be allowed (aorist tense of the verb exaiteo). 
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21)  Against the certain attack of Satan, Jesus declares His support of Peter. 

22)  To Peter, He says, “I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, 

yourself, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 

23)  Peter is distinguished from the other disciples in intercessory prayer by Jesus. 

24)  Jesus did pray for all of the disciples, but this was information specifically for Peter 

(cf. John 17:1ff). 

25)  However, the ultimate purpose is that he may strengthen the others. 

26)  The Lord’s specific prayer is that Peter’s faith wouldn’t fail in the imminent ordeal 

that would be sponsored by Satan. 

27)  The verb translated “fail” refers to giving out or dying out. 

28)  Contextually, to fail is to fall away and cease to follow the faith (cf. Luke 8:13, 1 

Tim. 4:1). 

29)  The failure in view is catastrophic and in this regard, Jesus prays this will not happen. 

30)  Peter would seriously falter but would avoid catastrophic failure in his CWL. 

31)  Jesus implies this by stressing “you, yourself when once you have turned again…” 

32)  “Turned again” indicates a return to where one has been or return to a former state 

(ἐπιστρέφω, epistrepho). 

33)  Jesus foreshadows Peter’s denial and spiritual recovery.  

34)  Peter would deviate from his faith when he denied the Lord, but would return to the 

“straight and narrow.” 

35)  The significance of the Lord’s intercessory prayer was lost on Peter at this point,  

36)  His spiritual recovery wasn’t intended to be a stopping point. 

37)  Peter is directed by Jesus to “strengthen your brothers.” 

38)   We see all of the disciples faltered in regard to their faith, but Peter was charged 

with re-establishing them in their commitment to the Lord (“strengthen”: στηρίζω, 

sterizo- aorist act. imp., to strengthen, to cause to be inwardly firm or committed cf. 

Matt. 26:31). 

39)  Although deserted by His disciples, Jesus was never alone; His Father was always 

with Him (John 16:32). 

40)  The form of the imperative “strengthen” is ingressive and stresses the beginning of an 

action. 

41)  Peter would have to adjust to their “new” niche and begin to encourage his “brothers” 

(i.e. the other disciples). 

42)  In light of their recent in-fighting, it’s natural to wonder if the disciples consistently 

encouraged one another. 

43)  In any event, Peter would play a major role in edifying the others.  

44)  Several valid observations and applications may be drawn from this passage. 
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45)  Believers are routinely faced with demonic attacks and experience “fiery ordeals” in 

this world (1 Peter 4:12). 

46)  Satan is ultimate apex predator in this world; it’s his habitat (1 Peter 5:8 cf. Job 1:7). 

47)  It’s incumbent upon every believer to “stand firm” against his schemes (Eph. 6:11). 

48)  We must not indulge our flesh and otherwise give him an opportunity to derail our 

spiritual progress (Eph. 2:3, 4:27 cf. Matt. 24:4-5, 24). 

49)  Those who do will at best falter and at worst completely fail in regard to their CWL. 

50)  The worst case scenario is falling away from the faith (i.e. catastrophic failure- Heb. 

6:4ff, 2 Peter 3:17). 

51)  Believers must honestly and consistently evaluate our spiritual progress to maintain 

our momentum in the AC (cf. Deut. 4:9, Prov. 4:23, 1 Cor. 10:12). 

52)  An honest evaluation necessarily includes God’s standards not those of the world (cf. 

Prov. 28:26). 

53)  In this passage we observe a crucial component of prayer: intercession or praying for 

others (1 Sam. 7:5-9, 1 Kings 13:6, Phil 1:9, Phm. 1:22). 

54)  Specifically, prayer for the faith and spiritual momentum of a fellow believer 

especially during a time of crisis (2 Cor. 1:3-11, 13:9, Phil. 1:19, James 5:13, 15). 

55)  In addition to prayer, it’s essential we strengthen one another in regards to sound 

doctrine and the POG (cf. Deut. 3:28, Acts 14:22, 15:32, 41, 1 Thess. 3:2). 

56)  Ultimately our best source of strength is God and His word (cf. Psa. 10:17, 31:2, Isa. 

41:10, Eph. 3:16, 2 Thess. 3:3 also Luke 22:43). 

57)  We also bear a personal responsibility to strengthen ourselves by using all of God’s 

resources (2 Thess. 2:15, Phil. 1:27, 2 Tim. 2:1, James 5:8, Rev. 3:2). 
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Luke 22:33-34 And he said to Him, "Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and 

to death!" 
34

 And He said, "I say to you, Peter, the cock will not crow today until you 

have denied three times that you know Me."  

Analysis of vv. 33-34: 

1) Rather than accept what the Lord had just spoken, Peter dismisses the notion that he 

would falter in his faith. 

2) He responds with bravado saying, “Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison 

and to death!” 

3) Whatever hardship Jesus would endure including prison and death, he asserts his 

allegiance. 

4) Peter was well-intentioned and in his mind he was “prepared” to be with Jesus 

through any adversity. 

5) Yet bear in mind while well-intentioned, he had just denied a prophecy of the Lord. 

6) He didn’t need Jesus’ prayers as he was a rock in the faith. 

7) The other disciples might falter, but he would stand fast (Matthew 26:31-33 Then 

Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, 

'I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.' 
32

 "But 

after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee." 
33

 But Peter answered and 

said to Him, "Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.", 

Mark 14:29 But Peter said to Him, "Even though all may fall away, yet I will not."). 

8) Two sayings come to mind regarding Peter: 

a) Never say “Never.” 

b) “He is a legend in his own mind.” 

9) He provides an example of how easy it is to talk about one’s commitment in living the 

CWL while facing testing and pressures. 

10)  He is still under the influence of the flesh especially in arrogance. 

11)  Essentially, he implies: 

a) Ok, Lord. Your prophecy doesn’t apply to me. 

b) I’ll withstand Satan’s attack. 

c) I’ll stand hold fast in my own strength.  

12)  Clearly Peter puts trust in his own strength and tenacity rather than relying on God. 

13)  This is always a mistake…for all believers (cf. Isa. 30:1, Zeph. 3:2 also Jeremiah 

17:5 Thus says the LORD, "Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind And makes 

flesh his strength, And whose heart turns away from the LORD, ). 

14)  Simply, we must trust in God at all times whether calm of chaotic (Psa. 118:8, 146:3-

5, Prov. 3:5). 
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15)  Jesus responded to Peter’s boast saying, “I say to you, Peter, the cock will not crow 

today until you have denied three times that you know Me.” 

16)  The manner in which Peter falters is now pointed out by the Lord. 

17)  Peter would deny Jesus not once but three times. 

18)  The verb “denied” is to disown or refuse to acknowledge relationship (ἀπαρνέομαι, 

aparneomai- Luke 12:9). 

19)  The timing of Peter’s denial(s) was imminent. 

20)  Jesus declares it would be that very night (Matt. 26:34). 

21)  The timing of the denials is further specified as occurring before the rooster would 

crow (i.e. early in the AM). 

22)  Mark’s account clarifies that it would occurs before the second crow (Mark 14:30). 

23)  Clearly this was hard for Peter to hear especially in light of the close fellowship and 

feasting that accompanied the Passover. 

24)  Peter was on a roll here in rejecting the pronouncements of the Lord. 

25)  After Jesus affirmed Peter’s three denials, Peter again contradicted Him. 

26)  Peter and the other disciples expressed their willingness to die before they would 

deny Jesus (Matt. 26:35, Mark 14:31). 

27)  Essentially Peter and the others are insisting Jesus is wrong. 

28)  It would be a rude awakening for Peter and the disciples when they were faced with 

their failure. 

29)  The ordeal of Jesus being taken into custody and the crucifixion exposed their 

weaknesses. 

30)  His boasts are found to be empty at this point. 

31)  He would recover as prophesied by Jesus and grow in the faith. 

32)  Later, Peter would face persecution and be jailed for his faith (Acts 4:3, 5:18, 12:1). 

33)  According to tradition, Peter did die a martyr’s death by crucifixion (John 21:18-19 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself, and 

walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, 

and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go." 
19

 Now 

this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when He 

had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me!"). 

34)  Note in v. 31 Jesus addresses the disciple as “Simon.” 

35)  Here, Jesus addresses Simon by his nickname “Peter” (John 1:42). 

36)  “Peter” refers a rock or that which is firm and imperturbable (Πέτρος, Petros related 

to πέτρα, petra cf. Matt. 16:18). 

37)  The disciple certainly didn’t live up to his nickname on this occasion. 

38)  He over estimated his own strength and underestimated the power of the OSN. 



 Luke 22  

949 

 

39)  Similarly to Peter, the believer that dismisses the WOG and its applicability in the 

CWL will at some point be exposed. 

40)  Due to OSN influence, Peter wasn’t discerning (e.g. rejection of direct revelation by 

Jesus). 

41)  It’s no different for us today in the last days. 

42)  Principle: OSN influence compromises biblical discernment and appropriate 

application (cf. Rom. 8:7-8, 1 Cor. 2:14). 

43)  No one is immune from being influenced by the OSN or external evil in certain 

circumstances (e.g. David, Solomon, Jonah, Gideon, etc.). 

44)  Many times we cannot anticipate the timing of these circumstances only that we will 

experience them. 

45)  Application: The WOG directs us in the paths of sound doctrine. Don’t ignore, 

dismiss or reject God’s directives. Rather, seek to understand and apply them, all of 

them not just those which are seemingly easy or convenient to obey. 

46)  The discerning believer will strive to be pleasing to God in all his thinking and 

conduct (Col. 1:10, 1 Thess. 4:1 cf. Heb. 13:16). 

47)  Ergo, there is a need for honest and consistent introspection on the part of every 

believer (Josh. 1:8, Psa. 1:1-2, 119:97). 
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Luke 22:35-36 And He said to them, "When I sent you out without purse and bag and 

sandals, you did not lack anything, did you?" And they said, "No, nothing." 
36

 And He 

said to them, "But now, let him who has a purse take it along, likewise also a bag, and let 

him who has no sword sell his robe and buy one.  

Analysis of 35-36: 

1) After informing Peter about his imminent failure, Jesus provides new directives to the 

disciples. 

2) His instructions pertain to their future “mission” work in His absence, after the 

resurrection. 

3) His presence with them guaranteed a measure of personal protection during this 

“training” period (1
st
 Advent). 

4) However, circumstances would change and antagonism would intensify against them 

without Him. 

5) The disciples had just been advised that all had been targeted by Satan (Luke 22:31 

"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat). 

6) Jesus prayed for their physical and spiritual protection (John 17:12-15 "While I was 

with them, I was keeping them in Thy name which Thou hast given Me; and I 

guarded them, and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, that the Scripture 

might be fulfilled. 
13

 "But now I come to Thee; and these things I speak in the world, 

that they may have My joy made full in themselves. 
14

 "I have given them Thy word; 

and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of 

the world. 
15

 "I do not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep them from 

the evil one). 

7)  This also involved the establishment of the early church (Matthew 16:18 "). 

8) Jesus refers to a previous occasion when the disciples were sent out to evangelize 

(Luke 9:1-6 cf. 10:1-4). 

9) He questions them saying, “When I sent you out without purse and bag and sandals, 

you did not lack anything, did you?” 

10)  In these circumstances, their living grace and protection was not to be a concern. 

11)  Now going forward, different circumstances would necessitate taking a different 

approach regarding provision and protection. 

12)  Jesus emphasizes the difference saying, “But now, let him who has a purse take it 

along, likewise also a bag, and let him who has no sword sell his robe and buy one.” 

13)  The translation “But now” points to a strong contrast to their earlier “mission” trips. 

14)  Although, the disciples are given new marching orders, they still remain under God’s 

care (Psa. 34:9-10, Luke 12:29-31). 
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15)  They confirmed with Jesus in that they “did not lack anything.”  

16) Their previous mission had been successful with God providing for all of their 

spiritual and physical needs (Mark 6:7-13, 30, Luke 10:17). 

17)  He would do the same going forward despite increasingly difficult circumstances. 

18)  Now they were directed to “take” along a purse and bag for money and provisions 

(αἴρω, airo- aorist act imp: to take). 

19)  Furthermore, for the disciple that didn’t possess a sword, he was to sell his robe and 

buy one. 

20)  The verbs “sell” and “buy” are imperatives (πωλέω, poleo- aorist act imp: to sell + 

ἀγοράζω, agorazo: aorist act imp: to buy, purchase). 

21)  The objects of the verbs are “robe” and “sword” respectively. 

22)  The “robe” was a garment worn over a tunic and was an essential part of one’s 

wardrobe especially at night. 

23)  The command to sell it in order to buy a sword implies that dire circumstances will 

be encountered.
3
 

24)  The noun translated “sword” commonly refers to a short sword or dagger (μάχαιρα, 

machaira- sword, dagger, Acts 16:27). 

25)  Additionally, the command to buy a sword is to be understood literally based on the 

context (cf. fig use: Rom. 13:4, Eph. 6:17). 

26)  Jesus is ordering each of the disciples to buy weapons for self-defense. 

27)  The command to arm themselves doesn’t anticipate nor give tacit approval to armed 

insurrection against the authorities, Roman or religious. 

28)  Jesus’ rebuke of Peter and his act of violence in the Garden of Gethsemane mitigates 

against armed rebellion against “state” authorities even those who are unjust (Luke 

22:49-51, John 18:10-11 cf. Matt. 26:51-54). 

a)  Those who take up the sword refer those who participate in gratuitous and/or 

criminal acts of violence. 

b) In accordance with the principle of sowing and reaping these types frequently 

shorten their lives by dying violent deaths (Psa. 7:16, 55:23, Prov.21:7 cf. Eccl. 

7:17). 

c) Peter’s act besides being criminal was also an attempt to prevent Christ from 

going to the cross. 

29)   Regarding the “state” the authority in the establishment chain of command exists 

because of the will of God (Dan. 2:20-21, Rom. 13:1-2, 1 Peter 2:13-17). 

                                              
3
 Marshall, 825. 
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a) As a fundamental principle of the doctrine of authority, we are commanded to be 

in subjection to the governing authorities and to obey the laws of the land. 

b) Since all authority comes from God, the one who resists authority has opposed the 

ordinance of God and will receive condemnation. 

c) Ideally, the state and its hierarchy of authority are established by God for the 

benefit and protection of those who manifest good behavior (Rom. 13:3-4). 

d) Our subjection is called for not just because of wrath, but for the sake of a good 

conscience (Rom. 13:5). 

e) Obedience is required even if the laws and policies of the government are unjust. 

f) Civil disobedience is acceptable only in extreme cases under what is known as the 

higher spiritual principle. Examples: 

i) State interference with MPR and/or spiritual function (Dan. 6:1-10; Acts 5:17-

29). 

ii) State enforced idolatry (Dan. 3:1-18). 

iii) State sanctioned genocide (Ex. 1:15-22 cf. Esther 7:4, 8:11ff). 

30)  In cases of persecution by the state, the disciples were to rely on God and exploit 

every legal right to which they were entitled (2 Tim. 4:16-18 cf. Acts 16:37, 22:24-29, 

25:7ff).  

31) The sword was to use for protection against violent criminal elements while engaged 

in the ministry (cf. 2 Cor. 11:26). 

32)  The right of self-defense isn’t restricted to the disciples. 

33)  Indeed, this passage in part establishes for the right of self-defense against criminals  

for believers in the CA. 

34)  In Jesus’ day the sword was the primary weapon for personal protection; whereas 

today we have various types of firearms that serve as primary weapons of self-

defense. 

35)  The emphasis is on personal protection from the criminal depredations not armed 

rebellion against the state (e.g. robbery, assault, home invasion). 

36)  Ultimately God is our protector, but He allows believers to arm themselves. 

37)  This ought to be a topic of prayer and careful consideration by the believer (Psa. 

59:2-4, 140:1, 4). 

38)  Interestingly in the case of the disciples, there was no quandary about what to do; 

simply, they were ordered to arm themselves. 

39)  The world in which we live regularly features acts of violence and brutality so 

seeking a means of legitimate self-defense is wise (2 Tim. 3:1-3 cf. Matt. 10:16). 

40)  Although violent types may prosper for a time under God’s permissive will, 

ultimately He will judge them (cf. Psa. 37:35-36, 94:6ff, Isa. 29:20). 
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41)  Sinful violence continues until Christ establishes His kingdom on earth during the 

Millennium (Isa. 2:4, 11:4-9, 60:18).  

42)  However, violence used in self-defense is allowable (cf. Ex. 22:2- “struck”: hnk , 

nakah- to be beaten, struck dead). 
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Luke 22:37-38 "For I tell you, that this which is written must be fulfilled in Me, 'And He 

was numbered with transgressors'; for that which refers to Me has its fulfillment." 
38

 And 

they said, "Lord, look, here are two swords." And He said to them, "It is enough."  

Analysis of vv. 37-38: 

1) The conjunction “for” links Jesus’ statement with the previous passage (γάρ, gar- 

inferential). 

2) The Lord refers to the reason the disciples were to be prepared and arm themselves. 

3) Namely, He was about to be crucified and depart from them. 

4) Jesus quotes Isaiah about details concerning His crucifixion (Isa. 53:12). 

5) As prophesied, He was crucified with common criminals (“transgressors”- ἄνομος, 

anomas: behaving contrary to law, lawless, Luke 23:32-33 cf. “robbers”-Matt. 27:38)  

6) Jesus affirms that He would fulfill the prophecy. 

7) The disciples responded “Lord, look, here are two swords.” 

8) Evidently, they received the teaching regarding self-defense but seemed oblivious to 

His prophetic statement. 

9) We continue to see a resistance to Jesus fulfilling His mission by going to the cross. 

10)  The comment about the swords suggests that they continued to harbor a desire for 

Jesus to be king now bypassing the cross. 

11)  If this was to be achieved through arming themselves, so be it. 

12)  Peter’s action later in the context points to their ongoing reluctance to accept the 

reality of His crucifixion. 

13)  We see Jesus responds, “It is enough.” 

14)  This response is a rebuke and effectively terminates the conversation. 
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Luke 22:39-40 And He came out and proceeded as was His custom to the Mount of 

Olives; and the disciples also followed Him. 
40

 And when He arrived at the place, He said 

to them, "Pray that you may not enter into temptation."  

 

Analysis of vv. 39-40: 

 

1) At this point, the Jesus with His disciples left the “upper room” and proceeded to the 

Mount of Olives. 

2) Prior to departing, they sang a hymn (Matt. 26:30, Mark 14:26). 

3) The text portrays the Lord as taking the initiative with the disciples following. 

4) The Mount of Olives overlooking Jerusalem was a familiar place to them. 

5) Luke indicates it was “His custom” presumably to rest and pray (cf. Mark 13:3, Luke 

21:37). 

6) Luke describes Jesus as arriving “at the place” in v. 40. 

7) The preposition and definite article reveals this is a specific location on the Mount of 

Olives (ἐπὶ τοῦ τόπου, epi tou topou: “at the place”). 

8) The location is identified as “the Garden of Gethsemane” in other passages (Matt. 

26:36, Mark 14:32 cf. John 18:1). 

9) The name “Gethsemane” refers to an olive grove on the Mt. of Olives (Γεθσημανί, 

Gethsemani - lit. “olive press). 

10)  After arriving in the garden, Jesus orders the disciples, “Pray that you may not enter 

into temptation.” 

11)  The command translated “pray” is a common verb for prayer found throughout the 

NT (προσεύχομαι, proseuchomai: Luke 3:21, 9:28). 

12)  The sense of the command is to keep on praying. 

13)  They had been taught the fundamentals and therefore, would understand that prayers 

are to be addressed to God the Father (Matt. 6:6, 9, 11:2). 

14)  Furthermore, this directive is in line with His previous teaching about consistency in 

prayer (Luke 11:5-10, 18:1). 

15)  Application: We too must pray appropriately and consistently regardless of 

circumstances (Eph. 6:18, Col. 4:2-3, 1 Thess. 5:17, 1 Tim. 2:8, James 5:13, Jude 

1:20). 

16)  Further, we are to have confidence in approaching God in prayer (Heb. 4:16 cf. Eph. 

3:11-12, 2 Tim. 1:12). 

17)  The disciples are to make specific request that they won’t “enter into temptation.” 

18)  Here, “temptation” refers to a solicitation or enticement to sin (πειρασμός, 

peirasmos). 
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19)  In other contexts the Greek term also alludes to trials or periods of testing rather than 

temptation (cf. James 1:2, 1 Peter 1:6). 

20)  Yet “temptation” is correct in our verse. 

21)  At any given point one may give in to the influence of the OSN and consequently be 

ruled by the “flesh.” 

22)  Approaching the circumstances involving the arrest of Jesus in their “flesh” the 

disciples were weak (cf. Matt. 26:41, Mark 14:38). 

23)  Despite their insistence that they’d support the Lord, they gave in to their “flesh” and 

deserted Him out of fear (Matt. 26:56). 

24)  It’s also essential that we pray that we won’t indulge the flesh and engage in sin (Psa. 

19:13-14, 39:1, 119:133, 141:3, Rom. 6:12).  

25)  Observations regarding the OSN/flesh and those who would obey it: 

a) The mind or thinking that is ruled by the OSN is hostile toward God and opposed 

to His plan. In fact, this mind is incapable of being in subjection to God’s directive 

will (Rom. 8:6-7). 

b) Those controlled by their OSN cannot please God (Rom. 8:8, Col. 1:21, cf. James 

4:4). 

c) The OSN is the source of the inner conflict which begins at salvation and lasts for 

the duration of Ph. 2 (Rom. 7:7-23; Gal. 5:17; James 4:1). 

d) In this inner warfare between the indwelling Holy Spirit and the lust pattern of the 

OSN, the battleground is the soul (1 Peter 2:11). 

26)  The believer must proactive in controlling the flesh (e.g. rebound, prayer, exercising 

biblical discernment). 
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Luke 22:41-42 And He withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down 

and began to pray, 
42

 saying, "Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet 

not My will, but Yours be done."  

Analysis of vv. 41-42: 

1) After directing His disciples to pray, Jesus withdrew and began to pray. 

2) The expression “a stone’s throw” indicates a short distance away. 

3) Although the disciples accompanied Jesus, Peter, James and John went with Jesus 

further into the garden (Matt. 26:36-37, Mark 14:32-33). 

4) The phrase “knelt down” indicates that Jesus was on His knees in prayer on this 

occasion. 

5) Matthew indicates that He “fell on His face” (Matt. 26:39). 

6) Jesus is completely prostrated in prayer at this moment of intense pressure. 

7) He addresses His Father saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from 

Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.” 

8) Jesus doesn’t relish or look forward to the judgement of sin bearing and separation 

from His Father. 

9) Here, this suffering is associated with “this cup” (cup = judgment, wrath cf. Psa. 11:6, 

75:8, Isa. 51:17, 22, etc.) 

10)  He asks for an alternative, but recognizes that the will of the Father must be done (i.e. 

the plan must be executed cf. Acts 2:22-23). 

11)  We see the resolve of Jesus and His commitment to the Father’s plan (cf. John 12:27-

28, 18:11). 

12)  The unique God-man faced unique suffering, the scope of which is unfathomable for 

us. 

13)  Yet we can relate to His desire and resolve to obey despite adverse circumstances. 

14)  Believers that are more concerned with personal comfort even compromising Bible 

doctrine rather than obedience in tough circumstances, fail to live up to the example 

set by Jesus. 

15)  Opting to obey God or obey the flesh is choice that is put before the believer on a 

regular basis. 

16)  We must decide to obey or compromise with our OSN. 

17)  Based on what God has done for us, it should be the former (Rom.6:12-13, 12:1, 1 

Peter 4:1-2). 

18)  Application: All circumstances but especially adverse circumstances in the CWL 

must be a subject of prayer often intense prayer (2 Chron. 33:12, Psa. 116:1ff, Isa. 

38:3). 
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19)  As a part of testing in the CWL, we’ll be confronted with circumstances that exceed 

our comfort zones (cf. Psa. 42:3ff, Lam. 3:20ff). 

20)  Simply we’ll be responsible for making applications that we won’t want to make (e.g. 

separate from –v, sharing resources). 

21)  We as individual believers make the decision to pass or fail these tests. 

22)  Failure is personal failure to apply doctrine; the transference of blame to others or 

circumstances isn’t legitimate. 

23)  The passing of a test is a testament to the believer’s reliance on God and His word 

(cf. facing down fear, intimidation- Psa. 56:4,11, 118:6, Heb. 13:5-6). 

24)  Frequently the believer is required to disregard one’s personal comfort level and just 

focus on making the correct doctrinal application. 

25)  In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus provides us with a perfect example of this type 

of focus. 

26)  To maintain this focus and fulfill His purpose, the Lord recognized stumbling blocks 

and avoided them (Matt. 4:10, 16:23). 

27)  We will face a variety of tests in our CWL at times when least expected. 

28)  Regardless of the timing or severity, testing is designed to cause us to fulfill or 

purpose as believers. 

29)  Namely to grow in grace and knowledge (2 Peter 3:18 cf. Eph. 5:10, Col. 1:10). 

30)  In striving to fulfill this purpose, we become a living sacrifice and may glorify God 

(Rom. 12:1 cf. Rom. 4:19ff, 1 Peter 4:16). 

31)  Clearly the believer that’s living a worldly life and setting his mind on earthly things, 

fails to glorify God (Phil. 3:19). 

32)  Like Christ we must be cognizant of spiritual stumbling blocks in our lives and avoid 

them (cf. Luke 17:1, John 16:1). 

33)  If we hope to fulfill our purpose and gain the wreath, this is essential. 
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Luke 22:43-44 Now an angel from heaven appeared to Him, for the purpose of 

strengthening Him. 
44

 And being in agony He kept on praying very fervently; and His 

sweat became like drops of blood, falling down upon the ground.  

Analysis of vv. 43:44: 

1) Before examining the events of these verses, the legitimacy of the Greek text must be 

addressed. 

2) The inclusion of vv. 43-44 into the canon is controversial, 

3) Many prominent early manuscripts do not contain the verses (P 69(vid), 75
, aa

, A, B, T, 

W, syr
s
, cop

sa, bo
, arm

mss
).

4
 

4) However, there other reliable manuscripts some ancient in which these verses are 

present including citations by some of the Patristics (א*
,2

 D L Θ Ψ 0171 Ë
1
 Ï lat Ju Ir 

Hipp Eus).
5
 

5) Strong arguments may be given on both sides. 

6) Some considerations: 

a) The text was “well known in in several different locales from a very early 

period.”
6
  

b) The language is Lukan or at least compatible with Luke’s style of writing. 

c) The circumstances described in vv. 43-44 aren’t inappropriate in any sense. 

d) The verses underscore the humanity of Jesus as He was giving maximum effort in 

prayer while under maximum pressure. 

7) Based on these considerations and internal harmony, the verses will be “cautiously” 

included in our study. 

8) In the midst of His prayer, an angel appears to Jesus. 

9) The original language is clear; the angel appeared “for the purpose of strengthening 

Him.” 

10)  The term “strengthening” pertain to a recovery from a physical loss of strength 

(ἐνισχύω, enischuo- also used by Luke in Acts 9:19, only other occurrence in NT). 

11)  The presence of the angel is God’s perfect provision for Jesus at the right time, a 

perfectly timed answer to prayer. 

12)  The angel is described as “from heaven” so obviously this is an elect angel appointed 

by God for this task. 

13)  Angelic help for Jesus in time of need was not uncommon during 1
st
 Advent (Matt. 

4:11, Mark 1:13). 

                                              
4
 Metzger, 151. 

5
 NetBible, net.bible.org, commentary net notes, Luke 22.  

6
 Ibid. 
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14)  Nor was it unheard of with other believers in Scripture (1 Kings 19:5ff, Acts 12:7). 

15)  We may surmise at least one facet of the responsibilities of elect angels is to help 

those who are +v to God and His word (cf. Psa. 34:8, 91:11, Dan. 6:22). 

16)  Note the presence of the angel was not intended to spare Jesus from the 

circumstances but rather to enable Him to pray even more earnestly (i.e. endure the 

pressure). 

17)  We see the Lord continued “being in agony.” 

18)  The noun translated “agony” refers to state of intense mental anguish (ἀγωνία, 

agonia- 1x in NT). 

19)  Interestingly, the term in classical Greek typically refers to a contest or struggle for 

victory. 

20)  In the context of the AC, this was the ultimate struggle for victory, a victory achieved 

by the Lord on the cross. 

21)  The Greek verb translated “praying” indicates progressive action so the addition of 

“kept on” is preferred (προσηύχετο, proseucheto- imperfect tense of προσεύχομαι, 

proseuchomai: to pray, third occurrence since v. 40). 

22)  The phrase “very fervently” describes the manner of prayer; it pertains to being 

persevering even unwavering in one’s devotion (ἐκτενής, ektenes- 1 Peter 4:8). 

23)  Jesus’ devotion to prayer in no small part contributed to His victory on the cross. 

24)  We too ought to be devoted to prayer (Col. 4:2 cf. Luke 18:1, Acts 1:14, Rom. 12:12, 

Phil. 4:6). 

25)  The angel provided strength and comfort in the midst of this ordeal. 

26)  Believers will also receive strength and comfort from God in various forms during 

hardship (2 Cor. 1:3-4 cf. 2 Thess. 2:16-17). 

27)  Various ways God provides strength and comfort to endure: 

a) The ministry of God the Holy Spirit (Eph. 3:16, 1 Thess. 1:15 cf. 2 Tim. 1:14). 

b) He is also referred to as the Comforter or Helper (John 14:16, 26, 16:7). 

c) His word is a primary source of strength and comfort (Psa. 119:50, 143). 

d) We are His children and so recipients of His compassion (Psa. 103:13). 

e) Ultimately for the + believer God causes all things to work together for the good 

(Rom. 8:28 cf. Psa. 31:9). 

f) Immediate deliverance in unexpected circumstances (Acts 20:12). 

g) The fellowship of believers who are like-minded in Bible doctrine (Rom. 1:12, 2 

Cor. 7:6 cf. Rom. 15:5). 

28)  In addition to experiencing mental anguish, the intensity of the prayer and 

circumstances caused a physical response. 
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29)  While Jesus was praying, “His sweat became like drops of blood, falling down upon 

the ground.” 

30)  He was sweating profusely to such a degree that His perspiration was dropping on the 

ground. 

31)  Luke indicates that it was “like drops of blood.” 

32)  The conjunction “like” indicates a comparison; ergo, Luke does not state Jesus was 

sweating blood (ὡσεί, hosei). 

33)  The perspiration is comparable in the sense that it was flowing in steady droplets and 

viscous like blood. 

34)  Yet some view Jesus as actually “shedding blood” on this occasion as a result of the 

intense struggle (cf. Heb. 12:4). 

35)  This is viewed as a manifestation of the rare condition known as hematohidrosis (i.e. 

the rupture of capillary blood vessels that feed the sweat glands). 

36)  In any event, the Lord is both mentally and physically under extreme duress. 
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Luke 22:45-46 And when He rose from prayer, He came to the disciples and found them 

sleeping from sorrow, 
46

 and said to them, "Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you 

may not enter into temptation." 

 

Analysis of vv. 45-46: 

 

1) The Lord finishes His prayer and finds the disciples asleep. 

2) Note they were sleeping from “sorrow.” 

3) “Sorrow” indicates they were grief stricken and experiencing mental turmoil (λύπη, 

lupe). 

4) The basis of their sorrow was Jesus’ impending death, resurrection and allusions to 

their own failures (Matt. 26:31, John 16:6-7, 19-22). 

5) The disciples had refused to accept the teaching and collectively put their heads in the 

sand (cf. Matt. 16:21, Matt. 17:22-23). 

6) Regardless of their negative response, the day would come and now was upon them. 

7) The head in the sand approach to Bible doctrine never works. 

8) God will execute His plan regardless of one’s rejection (cf. Psa. 19:21, 33:10-11, Isa. 

46:10). 

9) Jesus asks rhetorically, “Why are you sleeping?” implying their grief was illegitimate. 

10)  They had fallen into temptation and were focusing on their interests. 

11)  They provided no support for Jesus during this time of maximum pressure. 

12)  The disciples are portrayed as consumed by grief. 

13)  Furthermore, they disregarded the Lord’s recent imperative to pray and avoid 

temptation (v. 40). 

14)  Jesus response to their slumber is terse and pointed. 

15)  He directs them again to get up and pray so that they avoid temptation. 

16)  The believer must avoid being consumed by emotions when faced with testing; it 

frequently leads to spiritual compromise. 
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Luke 22:47-48 While He was still speaking, behold, a multitude came, and the one called 

Judas, one of the twelve, was preceding them; and he approached Jesus to kiss Him. 
48

 

But Jesus said to him, "Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?"  

Analysis of vv. 47-48: 

1) At the same time Jesus was exhorting His disciples, a multitude approached. 

2) The crowd was being led by Judas. 

3) Luke refers to Judas as “one of the twelve” serving to emphasis the degree of betrayal. 

4) Of the many disciples that followed Jesus, Judas was one of twelve handpicked by the 

Lord. 

5) Judas led a well-armed multitude primarily composed of Pharisees, chief priests, 

ascribes, elders and a detachment of Roman soldiers (Matt. 26:47, Mark 14:43, John 

18:2-3). 

6) These circumstances were a partial fulfillment of prophecy (Luke 9:22). 

7) Jesus would be known on sight by many of those in the multitude, but perhaps not all 

so Judas planned on identifying Jesus with a kiss (Mark 14:44 Now he who was 

betraying Him had given them a signal, saying, "Whomever I shall kiss, He is the one; 

seize Him, and lead Him away under guard." ). 
8) The term translated “kiss” pertains to a special indication of affection especially for a 

friend (φιλέω, phileo- Titus 3:15). 

9) Yet, the kiss of Judas was that of an enemy (cf. Prov. 27:6). 

10)  Mark indicates that Judas addressed Jesus as “Rabbi” and kissed Him (Mark 14:45). 

11)  The Lord refers to Himself as “the Son of Man” as He has done in previous passages 

(Luke 5:24, 12:8, 18:31, 19:10 etc.). 

12)  Jesus upstages Judas by questioning his intent saying, “Judas, are you betraying the 

Son of Man with a kiss.” 
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Luke 22:49-51 And when those who were around Him saw what was going to happen, 

they said, "Lord, shall we strike with the sword?" 
50

 And a certain one of them struck the 

slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 
51

 But Jesus answered and said, "Stop! 

No more of this." And He touched his ear and healed him.  

Analysis of vv. 49-51: 

1) After seeing Judas approaching with an armed crowd, the disciples perceived they 

were coming for Jesus. 

2) The gospel of John reveals an unusual initial confrontation (cf. John 18:4-8). 

3) Immediately they asked the Jesus if they should “strike with the sword.” 

4) Without waiting for the Lord’s answer, one of the disciples drew his sword and cut off 

the right ear of the slave of the high priest. 

5) This violent act occurred after Jesus was physically seized (Mark 14:46). 

6) Luke doesn’t name the disciple, but John’s gospel provides more detail (John 18:10). 

a) The sword wielding disciple was Peter. 

b) The name of the slave was Malchus. 

7) Jesus immediately rebuked the disciples and ordered them to stop (“Stop! No more of 

this.”). 

8) They were to allow this to happen and not oppose the crowd. 

9) After all, He certainly didn’t need their protection and it MUST happen to fulfill 

prophecy (Matt. 26:53-54). 

10) To oppose His arrest would be acting against God’s directive will. 

11)  Once again, we see evidence of the disciple’s disorientation to Jesus’1
st
 Advent 

mission. 

12)  Their disorientation is manifested in Peter’s violent act. 

13)  He then miraculously re-attached the severed ear and healed Malchus. 

14)  Evidently, the power to heal was present in Him (cf. Luke 5:17, 6:19). 

15)  Furthermore, the healing was immediate and complete (cf. Mark 5:29, Luke 8:47, 

17:15). 

16)  In this miraculous act He once again revealed to His enemies, His God-given power 

and compassionate nature.  

17)  He exhibited compassion even though they came armed to take Jesus into custody 

like a common criminal (cf. Luke 6:27). 

18)  Note also that He maintained His strength and poise even when unjustly being taken 

into custody. 
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19)  In Jesus we have the primary example of how a believer ought to handle maximum 

undeserved suffering (Heb. 12:3- note purpose clause: “…so that you may not grow 

weary and be exhausted in your souls.”). 

20)  To be clear, undeserved suffering is the suffering that befalls the believer from an 

outside source and is unrelated to any OSN activity. 

21)  The Lord didn’t give in to fear and vindictiveness, but remained calm. 

22)  The wise believer will reflect upon the life of Jesus regarding undeserved suffering. 

a) Christ is the pre-eminent example of one who was perfectly acclimated to all of 

His suffering (1 Peter 2:21-23). 

b) In His humanity, Christ was tested and perfectly resisted all external temptations 

(Luke 4:1-13, Heb. 2:17-18, 4:15). 

c) He perfectly applied the Divine viewpoint under suffering to include those 

sufferings related to His unique role of bearing the sins of the world (Heb. 2:9-10, 

13:12). 

d) During His ministry Christ was rejected by family, betrayed, hated, scourged, 

mocked, falsely accused, forsaken by His disciples, faced opposition from the 

civic and religious authorities, an object of scorn, maligned, physically abused, 

and finally crucified. 

23)  Regarding undeserved suffering, the believer will face both an abundance and variety 

of hardships (Psa. 34:18-19, 2 Cor. 1:5, 1 Peter 1:6). 

24)  Common sources of suffering include people and circumstances. Examples: 

a) Negative family members (Matt. 10:34-39). 

b) Slanderous remarks (1 Peter 3:16). 

c) Persecution for promoting and applying sound doctrine (Mark 4:17, John 15:20; 2 

Tim. 3:12). 

d) Living grace tests (Luke 12:22ff. 1 Cor. 4:11, 2 Cor. 11:27). 

e) Loneliness (2 Tim. 4:9-16). 

25)  The focus on Divine viewpoint is the key to enduring suffering in a manner that 

benefits the believer and ultimately glorifies God. 

a) The believer must consistently maintain the FGHS. 

b) The believer must be willing to suffer. 

c) Imitate Christ through the patient endurance of suffering. 

d) Pray for endurance and deliverance (Heb. 4:15-16, 1 Peter 5:6-7 cf. Psa. 71:2-3, 1 

Thess. 5:17). 

e) Trust God to resolve our suffering (1 Peter 4:19 cf. Psa. 9:9-10, 28:7). 

f) For the adjusted believer, God will provide comfort amid suffering (2 Cor. 1:3-4). 
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g) As our trust is in God, we ought to be firm and resolute amid adverse 

circumstances (John 16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you 

may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have 

overcome the world."). 

h) The believer who faces his sufferings with doctrine will be blessed in time (1 Peter 

3:13, 4:14, cf. Job 42:10, Mark 10:29-30). 

i) We must focus on our eternal life niche and recognize that our suffering is only 

temporary (2 Cor. 4:17). 

j) Although a believer’s suffering in time may be intense and excruciating, it is 

insignificant when compared to our glorious eternal future. 

26)  The adjusted believer will recognize that God is actively using the suffering in his 

niche to his temporal and eternal benefit (cf. Rom. 8:28) 

27)  We ought to thankful that no amount of suffering, whether deserved or undeserved, 

can remove us from God’s plan, including death (Rom. 8:35-39). 
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Luke 22:52-54 And Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders 

who had come against Him, "Have you come out with swords and clubs as against a 

robber? 
53

 "While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but 

this hour and the power of darkness are yours." 
54

 And having arrested Him, they led Him 

away, and brought Him to the house of the high priest; but Peter was following at a 

distance.  

Analysis of vv. 52-54: 

1) Jesus calls out the religious leaders for their ridiculous show of force. 

2) The phrase “come against Him” points to hostile intent. 

3) Note the chief priests and elders were present to witness the Lord’s arrest. 

4) Typically such duties were carried out by the officers of the temple (i.e. temple 

police). 

5) Yet the leaders would want to be present at this perceived moment of triumph. 

6) Jesus reproaches them for their tactics; namely, they came out heavily armed as if 

they were to apprehend a “robber.” 

7) The noun “robber” refers to one who robs by force and violence (λῃστής, lestes- 2 

Cor. 11:26). 

8) Additionally, the term “robber” should be differentiated from the word “thief” 

(κλέπτης, kleptes- “thief” cf. John 10:1, 8). 

9)  Both terms refer to those that steal but a “robber” typically uses force whereas a 

“thief” uses stealth (John 12:6 cf. 1 Thess. 5:2). 

10)  Here, we see they treated Jesus as if He were a violent criminal. 

11)  He points out their folly saying, “While I was with you daily in the temple, you did 

not lay hands on Me...” 

12)  Jesus had never shown Himself to a man of violence.  

13)  Indeed, they could have arrested Jesus peaceably while He was teaching at the 

temple. 

14)  The Lord indicates that He taught “daily” in the temple so there was sufficient 

opportunity. 

15)  Clearly their hatred nullified their reason and any sense of justice (cf. 1 Sam. 18:10-

11, 19:9-10, 1 Sam. 20:33 cf. righteous view- 1 Sam. 26:1ff). 

16)  As a general principle unrestrained anger commonly leads to the bearing of grudges 

and hatred (Gen. 27:41, Est. 3:5-6, Psa. 55:3, Mark 6:19). 

17)  Even so, He concedes “this hour and the power of darkness are yours.” 

18)  The power of darkness alludes to Satanic involvement in these circumstances (Luke 

22:3 cf. Mark 4:15). 
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19)  The leaders may also be categorized as lovers of darkness despite their empty claims 

to righteousness (cf. John 3:19). 

20)  Jesus is arrested, bound and led away to the house of the high priest (John 18:12). 

21)  At this point, all the disciples deserted Jesus and fled the scene (Mark 14:50 cf. John 

16:32). 

22)  The Lord is taken before two priests following His arrest (cf. Luke 3:2, John 18:13-

24, Acts 4:6). 

a) Annas: high priest family, father-in-law of Caiaphas the acting high priest but the 

real power broker in the Sanhedrin. 

b) Caiaphas: high priest (Matt. 26:57-68). 

23)  Luke indicates that “Peter was following at a distance” presumably to prevent 

identification. 

24)  After all, he was the one who had violently assaulted the high priest’s slave, Malchus. 
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Luke 22:55-57 And after they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had 

sat down together, Peter was sitting among them. 
56

 And a certain servant-girl, seeing him 

as he sat in the firelight, and looking intently at him, said, "This man was with Him too." 
57

 But he denied it, saying, "Woman, I do not know Him."  

Analysis of vv. 55-57: 

1) Peter had been following a discreet distance after Jesus was apprehended and taken to 

the house of the high priest. 

2) In the gospel of John, the author cryptically indicates he was also with Peter (John 

18:15 cf. 20:2-4, 8; also John has been closely associated with Peter, Luke 8:51, 9:28, 

22:8, John 21:7, 20-23). 

3) A part of the entourage that had arrested the Lord set about making a fire to wait on 

the initial proceedings of Jesus’ trial. 

4) They were in an exposed courtyard so they sat down together to enjoy the warmth of 

the fire. 

5) At some point Peter joined the group so that Luke indicates that the apostle was now 

sitting among them. 

6) While sitting by the fire, Peter is observed by a certain female slave (“servant-girl”- 

παιδίσκη, paidiske). 

7) The slave looked intently at Peter and recognized him as one of the Lord’s disciples. 

8) To “look intently” is to stare at someone or something so her complete focus was on 

Peter (ἀτενίζω, antenizo- Acts 1:10, 7:55). 

9) She declares, “This man was with Him too.” 

10)  Peter immediately responded, “Woman, I do not know Him.” 

11)  He is ruled by fear at this point and denies that he even knows Jesus. 

12)  He also denies that he was a disciple of Jesus in John (John 18:17).  

a) The female slave knew John was a disciple of Jesus. 

b) Notes the phrasing of her question, “You are not also…?” 

c) Evidently John wasn’t challenged or accosted. 

d) Yet Peter denies his relationship to the Lord to the slave in the presence of John. 

13)  Here, the statement “do not know” indicates that Peter denies ever having been 

acquainted with Jesus (perfect tense- οὐκ οἶδα, ouk oida). 

14)  His fear is out of control as he makes his first denial. 

15)  So much for his boast of following the Lord to prison or death (Luke 22:23 cf. John 

13:37-38 also 1 Sam. 2:3). 

16)  In this context we see the spiritual implosion of a sinful boaster. 
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Luke 22:58-62 And a little later, another saw him and said, "You, yourself are one of 

them too!" But Peter said, "Man, I am not!" 
59

 And after about an hour had passed, 

another man began to insist, saying, "Certainly this man also was with Him, for he is a 

Galilean too." 
60

 But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are talking about." And 

immediately, while he was still speaking, a cock crowed. 
61

 And the Lord turned and 

looked directly at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had told 

him, "Before a cock crows today, you will deny Me three times." 
62

 And he went out and 

wept bitterly. 

Analysis of vv. 58-62: 

1) Peter flatly denied ever knowing the Lord and now he is challenged again 

2) Luke indicates this happened shortly after the first confrontation. 

3) After his first denial Peter had moved out from among the group to the gateway of the 

courtyard (Matt. 26:71 cf. Mark 14:68). 

4) He wanted get away from the light of the fire and into the shadows to avoid further 

recognition. 

5) Of course Peter should have known this wasn’t going to work out. 

6) Evidently the female slave was persistent and spoke to the group assembled in the 

courtyard (Mark 14:69). 

7) Another person in the crowd asserted, “You, yourself are one of them too!” 

8) Peter retorts as emphatically with his second denial, Man, I am not!” 

9) About an hour passes and another man began to insist declaring, “Certainly this man 

also was with Him, for he is a Galilean too.” 

10)  The verb “insist” is to be emphatic or resolute about something (διϊσχυρίζομαι, 

dischurizomai- Acts 12:15). 

11)  The tense of the Greek verb reveals the man began and continued to be insistent 

about Peter’s identity. 

12)  Here the man is confident that Peter is a disciple of Jesus. 

13)  He begins with the expression “certainly” which if translated literally is “upon truth” 

(Ἐπ᾽ ἀληθείας, ep’ aletheias). 

14)  The expression asserts the truth of one’s statement (cf. Luke 4:25, Acts 4:27, 10:34). 

15)  Here, Peter is betrayed by his Galilean accent (Matt. 26:73 cf. distinct accents in 

Israel, Judges 12:6). 

16)  Suspicion had been growing in the group about Peter’s identity since the initial 

encounter with the female slave (Mark 14:70). 
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17)  A relative of the slave Peter had assaulted in Gethsemane was also present (John 

18:26). 

18)  Peter’s response like the previous two was completely disingenuous. 

19)  To his inquisitor, he retorts, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” 

20)  Other gospel accounts reveal that vehemently began to curse and swear that he didn’t 

know “this man” (Matt. 26:74, Mark 14:71). 

21)  The cursing and swearing on this occasion doesn’t pertain to uttering expletives or 

profanity per say. 

22)  Rather, it refers to Peter making an oath that affirms the truth that he didn’t know 

Jesus. 

a) Cursing connotes invoking consequences if what one says isn’t true. 

b) Swearing involves affirming the veracity of a statement by invoking a 

transcendent entity.  

c) Both terms essentially involve pronouncing a curse on oneself. 

d) An example might be, “God strike me dead if I’m not telling the truth!” 

23)  Peter’s third denial is utterly complete. 

24)  The text indicates that while he emphatically denying even an acquaintance with 

Jesus, immediately a rooster crowed. 

25)  Evidently this part of the trial was observable from the courtyard. 

26)  After the rooster crowed, Jesus turned around and “looked directly” at Peter. 

27)  It wasn’t a glance but an intent gaze. 

28)  The significance of what just happened hit Peter as remembered Jesus’ prophecy 

about his denials. 

29) He is distraught and flees the scene. 

30)  Luke indicates the apostle “went out and wept bitterly.” 

31)  On this occasion Peter’s flesh is weak and his fall is complete (1 Cor. 10:12 cf. Prov. 

29:23). 

32)  He has turned his back on His Savior and faith. 

33)  Under the OSN and fear, a believer has a propensity to fail in major areas (Prov. 

29:25- “fear”: ֲחָרָדה  charadah- trembling, fear, anxiety). 

34)  Peter resorts to lying and deceit because of fear (cf. Gen.26:7). 

 

*See Doctrine of Fear 
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Luke 22:63-65 And the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking Him, and 

beating Him, 
64

 and they blindfolded Him and were asking Him, saying, "Prophesy, who 

is the one who hit You?" 
65

 And they were saying many other things against Him, 

blaspheming.  

Analysis of vv. 63-65: 

1) Here, Luke describes the treatment Jesus received while He was in custody. 

2) To be clear, His trial and hearings were done in violation of the Law and constituted a 

perversion of justice. 

3) The religious leaders who distorted the Law to achieve their own ends were especially 

culpable and guilty (Matt. 26:59, Mark 14:55 cf. Ex. 20:16, Deut. 19:18). 

4) Many were motivated by jealousy (“envy”- φθόνος, phthonos: envy, jealousy cf. 

Matt. 27:18, Mark 15:10). 

5) The injustice involving Jesus perpetrated by the leadership of Israel demonstrated 

their depravity and antagonism to God’s plan. 

6) “The men who were holding” the Lord subjected Him to incredible abuse. 

7) They were “mocking” and “beating” Him. 

8) Our verb translated “mocking” to subject to ridicule or to make fun of something or 

someone (ἐμπαίζω, empaizo). 

9) The Greek verb tense portrays the beginning and continuation of the mocking; hence, 

we see an ongoing verbal assault (imperfect tense-inceptive). 

10) The word “beating” is to skin, whip or beat (δέρω, dero- derived from verb to skin or 

flay one’s skin off).  

11) The sense of our term “beating” is that Jesus was battered repeatedly.  

12)  The Lord’s captors then “blindfolded” Him and continued to beat Him relentlessly. 

13)  As they beat Him, they mocked Him saying, “Prophesy, who is the one who hit 

You?” 

14)  Their words reveal they took pleasure in this cruelty. 

15)  Mark’s account gives equally graphic details (Mark 14:65 And some began to spit at 

Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him with their fists, and to say to Him, 

"Prophesy!" And the officers received Him with slaps in the face). 

16)  Luke provides an abbreviated account but points out in v. 65 that “they were saying 

many other things against Him, blaspheming.” 

17)  To blaspheme is to revile, speak irreverently, or to malign (βλασφημέω, 

blasphemeo). 

18)  In addition to their physical mistreatment of the Lord, they rejected and denigrated 

Him as the Messiah. 
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19)  Essentially, this was their worst mistake. 

20)  Jesus had already prophesied His mistreatment at the hands of His captors (Matt. 

16:21, Mark 10:34 cf. Isa. 52:14, 53:3). 
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Luke 22:66-68 And when it was day, the Council of elders of the people assembled, both 

chief priests and scribes, and they led Him away to the Sanhedrin, saying, 
67

 "If You are 

the Christ, tell us." But He said to them, "If I tell you, you will certainly not believe; 
68

 

and if I ask a question, you will certainly not answer. 

Analysis of vv. 66-68: 

1) At this point, Luke indicates there was a meeting of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish 

governing council. 

2) The author reveals that the “council of elders of the people assembled” (lit. “elders of 

the people”) 

3) Here the “elders” are described as the “chief priests and scribes.” 

4) Yet we’ve seen the Sanhedrin is composed of three primary groups: elders, scribes, 

and chief priests (Luke 9:22, 20:1 cf. Mark 15:1). 

5) This meeting convened in the day and was essentially an interrogation.  

6) Jesus was “led away” to the Sanhedrin. 

7) The verb “led away” is used as a technical term referring to taking a prisoner or 

condemned person from one point to another (ἀπάγω, apago- Matt. 26:57). 

8) Luke omits the various details involving the calling of witnesses and the giving of 

false testimony (cf. Mark 14:55-61). 

9) Note the complete lack of credible witnesses and testimony (cf. Deut. 17:6, 19:15). 

10)  Also, the questions are directed at Jesus by the Sanhedrin as a body whereas in Mark, 

the question about His identity is put by the high priest (Mark 14:60). 

11)  Jesus is asked if He is “the Christ.”  

12)  Matthew’s account records the high priest explicitly asking “I adjure You by the 

living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God” (Matt. 

26:63). 

13)  The Lord on this occasion is ordered to reveal His identity (“Tell us!”). 

14)  Clearly this line of questioning was designed to have Jesus incriminate Himself. 

15)  The Greek noun with article translated “the Christ” means “the anointed one” or “the 

Messiah” (χριστός, christos- John 1:41). 

16)  The proceedings were a farce; the Lord had already claimed to be the Messiah, the 

Son of God in the flesh over the course of His ministry (John 4:26, 10:24ff). 

17)  Jesus didn’t merely claim to be the Messiah, the Son of God; He conclusively 

demonstrated His unique identity by His teaching and miracles (cf. Acts 2:22, 10:38, 

26:26).  

18)  Despite Jesus’ previous claims to be the Messiah, they had rejected Him numerous 

times. 
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19)  The Lord initially responds to the question with a refusal to comply. 

20)  He reiterates that they wouldn’t believe Him anyway. 

21)  He states emphatically that they “will certainly not believe.” (use of double negative: 

οὐ μὴ, ou me- absolutely not, certainly not) . 

22)  Further, He indicates that if He questioned them, they “will certainly not answer” 

(also uses οὐ μὴ, ou me). 

23)  Previous attempts to entrap or corner Jesus in theological discussions had failed 

miserably so silence seemed the only viable option (Matt. 22:41-46, Luke 14:3-6, 

20:1ff, 40). 

24)  We know at least one member of the Sanhedrin was opposed to the majority although 

any dissent if given is unrecorded (Luke 23:50, John 19:38). 
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Luke 22:69-71 "But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the 

power of God." 
70

 And they all said, "Are You the Son of God, then?" And He affirmed 

to them, "You say that I am." 
71

 And they said, "What further need do we have of 

testimony? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth."  

Analysis of vv. 69-71: 

1) Jesus reveals to His interrogators that “the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand 

of the power of God.”  

2) He alludes to His future exalted position at the right hand of God the Father (very near 

future reality- Psa. 110:1 cf. Acts 7:55-56, Heb. 8:1-2). 

3) The Sanhedrin was in fact expediting the process: the “framing” of their enemy 

contributed to His glorification and exaltation. 

4) In v. 70, Jesus is now asked directly, “Are You the Son of God, then?” 

5) A proper translation of His answer reads, “You say that I am.” 

6) Even with their direct question He provides a vague affirmation. 

7) They seized this opportunity to pronounce guilt. 

8) In their view, a proper witness wasn’t needed as Jesus had just incriminated Himself.  

9) Of course this was a façade of justice. 

10)  Now they had grounds to take Jesus before Pilate and seek capital punishment though 

the Romans. 

End: Chapter 22 

 


