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Luke 21:1-4 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury. 
2
 

And He saw a certain poor widow putting in two small copper coins. 
3
 And He said, 

"Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all of them; 
4
 for they all out of 

their surplus put into the offering; but she out of her poverty put in all that she had to live 

on."  

Analysis of vv. 1-4: 

1) The narrative shifts from Lord’s warning about the hypocrisy of the scribes to an 

observation on giving (20:46-47). 

2) We may infer that His audience continues to include at least the disciples and likely a 

larger assembly (cf. 20:45). 

3) Jesus is near the temple, opposite the “treasury” (Mark 12:41). 

4)  Our word translated “treasury” may refer to a place for storing valuables, a treasure 

room (γαζοφυλάκιον, gazophulakion, John 8:20). 

5) However in relation to the temple and our verses, “treasury” refers to a contribution 

box or receptacle (cf. Mark 12:43 And calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, 

"Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the 

treasury;). 

6) The temple possessed 13 contribution receptacles that were fashioned in the form of a 

trumpet.
1
 

7)  The Lord looked up and observed the rich making their contributions at the temple 

into a receptacle. 

8) Here, their contributions are referred to as “gifts.” 

9) The term “gift” alludes to the voluntary nature of the giving. 

10)  In view are free will offerings of the people in contrast to the compulsory giving 

mandated by the Law. 

11)  The practice of tithing is a prime example of giving that was required under the 

Mosaic Law. 

12)  The verb “tithe” is to give or collect a tenth (ἀποδεκατόω, apodekatoo- Heb. 7:5). 

13)  That is, one was to give a tenth of one’s produce or herds (Lev. 27:30-33, Deut. 

14:22-24). 

14) It was also the system whereby the Levitical priests were provided living grace (Num. 

18:21, 2 Chron. 31:4, Neh. 10:37-38). 

15)  The religious leaders were condemned for their negligence in tithing (Matt. 23:23, 

Luke 11:42, 18:12). 

                                              
1
 Marshall, 751. 
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16)  Free will or voluntary giving was commanded under the Law but the quantity wasn’t 

specified (cf. Deut. 16:17). 

17)  The one giving was to keep in mind that it was God who had blessed them with a 

measure of prosperity. 

18)  All too often believers forget God or merely give Him partial credit for their 

prosperity. 

19)  One may work hard and expend a great deal of effort in their career.  

20)  This is commendable in so far as it doesn’t violate other principles of Bible doctrine. 

21)  As an example, frequently missing Bible class in order to fulfill work demands isn’t 

justifiable (cf. Hebrews 10:24-25 “…and let us consider how to stimulate one another 

to love and good deeds, 
25

 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit 

of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing 

near”). 

22)  Working hard on the job is in accordance with God’s standards (cf. Eph. 6:6-7, Col. 

3:23). 

23)  The believer must work hard but with serious discernment (Prov. 24:30ff). 

24)  Consequently, for those who follow God’s standards on the job, one may be blessed 

with a promotion and an increase in salary etc. 

25)  Principle: God pursues the obedient believer with an abundance of blessings (Deut. 

28:1-2 cf. Ex. 23:25, Psa. 84:11). 

26)  As we receive various blessings, we must always be careful to remember God is the 

source (Deut. 8:11-18). 

27)  It is He who gives us all good things to enjoy (1 Tim. 6:17). 

28)  In addition to the giving of the rich, Jesus observed a “certain poor widow putting in 

two small copper coins.” 

29)  A single, small copper coin was a leptos (λεπτός). 

30)  In order to ascertain the value, consider a comparison of common currency in Jesus’ 

day: 

a) A denarius was roughly the equivalent a day’s wage for a laborer (δηνάριον, 

denarion- cf Matt. 20:1-2). 

b) A single leptos was 1/128 of a denarius is believed to be the smallest Roman coin 

in circulation. 

c) Other passages translate leptos as cent (Luke 12:59). 

d) Mark indicates the widows contribution of 2 lepta was worth about a cent (Mark 

12:42). 

31)  Despite giving a very small sum, Jesus points out, “Truly I say to you, this poor 

widow put in more than all of them.” 
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32)  In terms of total amount, the rich gave far greater sums of their finances. 

33)  Yet the widow’s seemingly insignificant contribution was from the Lord’s viewpoint, 

very significant. 

34)  Indeed, she is credited with having “put in more than all” of the rich contributors. 

35)  We see the praiseworthiness of giving is not strictly based on value; clearly from the 

Divine viewpoint there are other considerations. 

36)  He provides the reason saying, “...For they all out of their surplus put into the 

offering; but she out of her poverty put in all that she had to live on.” 

37)  The rich gave from their surplus. 

38)  The term “surplus” refers to that which is in abundance (περισσεύω, perisseuo). 

39)  In contrast to the surplus of the rich, we have the “poverty” of the widow. 

40)  “Poverty” refers to a lack of what is needed, a lack of abundance (ὑστέρημα, 

husterema). 

41)  Here, the rich didn’t suffer want or need and gave of their abundance. 

42)  The impoverished widow had limited income for daily living (“all that she had to live 

on”- “live”: βίος, bios- resources needed to maintain life, means of subsistence, Mark 

12:44). 

43)  Even in these circumstances she chose to make a contribution. 

44)  The contribution by the widow wasn’t sourced from her savings or some other 

surplus, but from the money allocated for her daily living expenses. 

45)  Further, she could have given a single leptos but opted for two. 

46)  Her giving entailed great sacrifice, but she desired to make the application. 

47)  We may surmise that she trusted God to provide her with the necessary living grace 

(Luke 11:3). 

48)  Compared to the rich, her giving required the greater sacrifice and so is commended 

by the Lord. 

49)  Proportionately she gave a massive amount.  

50)  Jesus isn’t condemning the rich for their part in giving. 

51)  We see the principle that the wealthy are enjoined to give generously of their wealth 

(1 Tim. 6:17-19). 

52)  The believer is to give what he is able regardless of income level. 

53)  Even when one is impoverished as we see in our context. 

54)  God promises reward for those who are generous with their giving (Luke 6:38). 

55)  This passage is a momentary observation by the Lord and is not an extensive lesson 

about giving. 

56)  A study of wise stewardship of our financial blessings includes savings, investments, 

debt, giving, etc. (Rom. 13:7-8). 
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57)  It would also include a discussion of forgiving the debt of others (Luke 11:4). 

58)  There is clearly a time when all believers must consider sacrificial giving despite 

daily expenses and other financial obligations. 

59)  All believers are expected to give generously even at great sacrifice (2 Cor. 8:1-3, 12 

cf. Luke 6:35, Heb. 13:16). 

60)  As with all applications, the proper mental attitude is required (2 Cor. 9:6-7).  

61)  God will supply the resources for giving for the believer that desires to apply in this 

area (cf. 2 Cor. 9:10-12). 

62)  Do not be a slave to your finances and greed. 

63)  Such considerations can complicate the SAJG for many in the world (cf. Luke 16:19, 

18:24). 

64)  Slavery to the details of life especially the acquisition of wealth will wreck a 

believers spiritual life (1 Tim. 6:9-10 cf. Prov. 18:20, Mark 4:19) 

65)  Wealth isn’t a panacea for unhappiness or other maladies of the soul. 

66)  Only God and His word provide solace and solutions to the problems faced in the 

world (cf. 2 Sam. 22:31, Psa. 32:10. Isa. 26:3, Nahum 1:7) 

67)  Serve God and trust Him to provide living grace and other needs (Matt. 6:24ff.). 

68)  Let us as believers not lose heart in doing good, but make greater effort to apply 

especially towards our royal family (Gal. 6:9-10 cf. ). 
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Luke 21:5-6 And while some were talking about the temple, that it was adorned with 

beautiful stones and votive gifts, He said, 
6
 "As for these things which you are looking at, 

the days will come in which there will not be left one stone upon another which will not 

be torn down."  

Analysis of vv. 5-6: 

1) The focus and conversation now shifts to the temple building. 

2) Mark reveals that this occurred when Jesus and His disciples left the temple (Mark 

13:1). 

3) Some were quite impressed with the appearance of the temple. 

4) “It was adorned with beautiful stones and votive gifts” and was evidently a beautiful 

structure. 

5) The Temple in Jerusalem: 

a) 1
st
 Temple built by King Solomon during his reign (970-930 BC, ~966 BC). 

b) Destroyed in 586 BC at the time of the Babylonian captivity. 

c) 2
nd

 Temple, the temple of Ezra was built following the proclamation of the Persian 

king, Cyrus (~538 BC). 

d) Nehemiah and Ezra played pivotal roles in re-establishing proper worship. 

e) The 2
nd

 Temple was extensively renovated by Herod the Great. 

f) The renovations undertaken by Herod were so extensive that many view the 

Temple during the life of Jesus as the 3
rd

 Temple. 

g) This Temple was destroyed in 70 AD by the Romans. 

6) The work was done by highly skilled craftsman and no expense was spared by Herod. 

7) The result was an architectural masterpiece. 

8) It possessed “a magnificence previously unknown in Jerusalem”
2
 

9) Massive white stones were used in its construction with some nearly 38 feet and 68 

feet in length respectively.
3
 

10)  The appearance was a brilliant white so that when approaching the temple, it “looked 

like a snow-covered mountain.”
4
 

11)  The “votive gifts” refers to items that were dedicated to the Temple and used for its 

beautification (e.g. golden vine from Herod). 

12)  Despite the impressive appearance of the Temple, Jesus prophecies its destruction. 

13)  The Lord pronounces its ruin saying, “The days will come in which there will not be 

left one stone upon another which will not be torn down.” 

                                              
2
 Dan Bahat, The Illustrated Atlas of Jerusalem, translated by Chaim T. Rubinstein (Jerusalem: The Israel Map and 

Publishing Company Ltd, 1996), 41. 
3
 Arnold, 477. 

4
 Ibid. 
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14)  Indeed, Jesus had pointed out that all of Jerusalem would be devastated (Luke 19:41-

44). 

15)  The utter devastation was a direct consequence of the disobedience of the Jews 

especially their rejection of the Messiah. 

16)  As in the case of the 1
st
 Temple, the prophecy concerning this Temple would be 

completely fulfilled (1 Kings 9:7-9, 2 Kings 25:9-17, 2 Chron. 7:20-22, 36:16-19, Isa. 

64:11). 

17)  Despite being God’s house and beautiful to behold, the Temple had in a sense been 

defiled by the corrupt leadership and apostasy of the nation. 

18)  Jesus was more concerned with the spiritual realities than appearances. 
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Luke 21:7 And they questioned Him, saying, "Teacher, when therefore will these things 

be? And what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?" 

Analysis of v. 7: 

1) Jesus faces a new round of questions. 

2) This is expected in light of the prophecy of the destruction of the Temple. 

3) The Gospel of Mark attributes the questioning to Peter, Andrew, James and John 

(Mark 13:3-4). 

4) Mark also reveals that Jesus was with His disciples on the Mount of Olives with the 

Temple in view. 

5) The Mount of Olives is an appropriate setting for a lesson about the end times; it’s 

here, that Christ will return at His 2
nd

 Advent (cf. Zech. 14:4). 

6) Apparently, this was a private conversation with His disciples. 

7)  The disciples ask two distinct questions of their “Teacher.” 

8) First, “When therefore will these things be?” 

9) Second, “What will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” 

10)  Matthew reveals additional details regarding their query (Matt. 24:3b). 

11)  They also wish to know details about the Lord’s coming and the end of the age. 

12)  A synopsis of the questions: 

a) When will the temple be destroyed? 

b) What will be the sign portending the destruction of the Temple? 

c) What will be the sign of the Lord’s coming 2
nd

 Advent? 

d) What will be the sign of the end of the age? 

13)  The Jews in general were known to ask for signs and His disciples were no exception 

(John 4:48, 1 Cor. 1:22 cf. Matt 12:38). 

14)  Even after providing a multitude of signs and miracles, the Jews remained entrenched 

in their rejection of Christ (cf. Acts 2:22 also Num. 14:11). 

15)  Undoubtedly the disciples desired the 2
nd

 coming and the vindication of Israel. 

16)  Nevertheless, as Jesus reveals through the chapter, this wouldn’t happen any time 

soon. 

17)  We do have the disciples displaying a genuine desire to know the truth of the POG. 

18)  Such desire ought to be manifested by all believers. 

19)  This desire is at the core of +v to God and His Word (Psa. 105:3-5, Isaiah 55:6, Acts 

17:10-11). 

20)  The +v believer operates at a high level in the angelic conflict. 

21)  He makes all the necessary sacrifices to pursue God and His plan (Matt. 19:29-30). 
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22)  In our day, mankind proceeds from bad to worse and the quest for the truth of Bible 

doctrine has greatly diminished (2 Tim. 3:13). 

23)  The lukewarm approach to the CWL rules the day (Rev. 3:16 cf. 1 Tim. 4:1). 

24)  As a result, many believers are self-deceived about their actual spiritual fitness (i.e. 

the quality of their CWL). 

25)  Various lukewarm traits: 

a) Attendance in a church devoid of sound doctrine (cf. 2 Tim. 4:3). 

b) Mediocre attendance in a doctrinally sound church (cf. Heb. 10:25). 

c) An unwillingness to meet the challenges of living a life according to God’s 

directives (Matt. 10:34-38 cf. Judges 14:1-3). 

d) No desire or failure to learn Bible doctrine (Prov. 1:7). 

e) Professing a commitment to God and His plan yet in practice, the fulfillment of 

personal aspirations takes precedence (e.g. career goals are more important than 

going to spiritual maturity). 

f) Infatuation with the things of this world (2 Tim. 4:10 cf. Col. 3:1-3, John 2:15-16). 

26)  A lukewarm approach to the Truth inevitably leads to spiritual compromise and a 

lack of biblical discernment. 

27)  Despite their spiritual shortcomings, the disciples persevered in the POG. 
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Luke 21:8-9 And He said, "See to it that you be not misled; for many will come in My 

name, saying, 'I am He,' and, 'The time is at hand'; do not go after them. 
9
 "And when you 

hear of wars and disturbances, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, 

but the end does not follow immediately." 

Analysis of vv. 8-9: 

1) Jesus provides a general description of the signs that will accompany His 2
nd

 coming 

and the end of the age. 

2) He begins with a direct imperative to His disciples, “See to it that you be not misled.” 

3) The verb translated “See to it” serves as a serious warning (βλέπω, blepo). 

4) The command connotes to begin and continue watching or looking out for something 

or someone. 

5) In this case, they were to continue being on their guard against being “misled.” 

6) The term “misled” in our context means to be deceived and be mistaken in one’s 

judgment (πλανάω, planao). 

7) Jesus provides an explanation for His warning. 

8) The source of deception would be from those individuals that would claim to be the 

Lord. 

9) Note He states that “many will come in my name.” 

10)  “Many” would claim to be Jesus Himself saying, “I am He.” 

11)  Jesus had already warned the disciples about false reports of His return (Luke 17:22-

24 And He said to the disciples, "The days shall come when you will long to see one 

of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 
23

 "And they will say to you, 

'Look there! Look here!' Do not go away, and do not run after them. 
24

 "For just as the 

lightning, when it flashes out of one part of the sky, shines to the other part of the sky, 

so will the Son of Man be in His day). 

12)  There have been many false Christs since the 1
st
 century. 

13)  The disciples as with all believes have the potential to be deceived and led astray; the 

Lord doesn’t presume otherwise (cf. Matt. 24:4-5). 

14)  For the disciples, the key to guarding against deception from any source was to 

remember and observe Jesus’ words. 

15)  In the last days, false teachers claiming to be Christ have proliferated. 

16)  We too must be on our guard and hold fast to the Truth. 

17)  Many believers become spiritual casualties because of a lack of tenacity with sound 

doctrine (1Timothy 4:1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall 

away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons). 
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18)  Specious claims of “the time is at hand” have been a constant since the 1
st
 century as 

well. 

19)  Concerning those who make such claims, Jesus directs, “Do not go after them.” 

20)  The emphatic warning carries the idea, “Do not even start to follow these false 

Christs, those who claim I am He!” 

21)  The directives issued by the Lord were to be heeded by His disciples. 

22)  Yet in context, it’s also understood that there would be a significant interval of time 

before He returned 2
nd

 Advent. 

23)  Regarding the timing of the 2
nd

 Advent and the establishment of the Kingdom, a 

specific date hasn’t been revealed. 

24)  Indeed, Jesus Himself didn’t know (Matt. 24:36, Mark 13:32). 

25)  Yet this hasn’t stopped many false teachers, prophets, and/or Christs to claim to 

know the day. 

26)  Watch out for these deceivers whose activities are in conformity with the plans of our 

adversary, Satan (cf. Acts 5:36, 8:9-10, 2 Cor. 11:13-15, 2 Tim. 3:13, 1 John 4:1-4, 2 

John 1:7). 

27)  All the dubious claims regarding these eschatological events have been unfulfilled. 

28)  The motivations for making such claims are based on selfish OSN desires (e.g. lust 

for attention, notoriety, increase sales/greed). 

29)  We must constantly be on our guard, always being careful to exercise proper biblical 

discernment. 

30)  Keep in mind that the Church Age in a very broad sense, is a part of the last days 

(Heb. 1:1-2, Rev. 1:3, 22:10). 

31)  These warnings are applicable to believers today. 

32)   Jesus continues in v. 9 to reveal other signs of the end times saying, “And when you 

hear of wars and disturbances, do not be terrified;” 

33)  The term “wars” refers to military conflicts; notice the plural form (πόλεμος, 

polemos- Heb. 11:34). 

34)  “Disturbances” refers to political or social and unrest manifested by a general 

defiance of authority (e.g. mob actions, civil protests- ἀκαταστασία, akatastasia- 2 

Cor. 6:5). 

35)  Matthew and Mark have “wars and rumors of wars” (Matt. 24:6, Mark 13:7). 

a) “Wars” is the plural of the noun polemos as in Luke (πόλεμος). 

b) The term pertains primarily to armed conflicts, but may describe a general state of 

strife. 

c) The noun translated “rumors” indicates a report or account (ἀκοή, akoe). 
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36)  There have been many wars and disturbances through mankind’s history so this may 

seem to be unremarkable. 

37) The disciples lived during the expansion of the Roman Empire which involved a fair 

amount of armed conquest. 

38)  However, within the time frame of the end times…not during the disciple’s lifetimes, 

the wars and disturbances are notable for their quantity and ferocity (Rev. 6:3-4, 8). 

39)  In our relatively recent history, mankind has fought two so-called “World Wars.” 

40)  These were immense conflicts that involved many nations. 

41)  Since the last World War, wars and general unrest have proliferated around the globe 

(e.g. wars in M. East, terrorist attacks, Arab Spring, riots in Europe). 

42)  Why is there so much brutality and violence in the world? 

43) The violent attitudes and behaviors prevalent in mankind are an aftereffect of Adam’s 

fall. 

a) Adam acquired an OSN which he subsequently passed on to his descendants via 

procreation thereby contaminating the entire human race (Of course the one 

notable exception was Christ, Rom. 5:12, 16-17). 

b) Since the fall, every member of the human race has an OSN and therefore, a 

predilection for evil (Eph. 2:1-3 cf. Col. 1:13, 21). 

c) Regarding the Lord, the bulk of humanity refuses to believe and consequently, is 

enslaved by their OSN and Satan (1 John 5:19). 

d) The human race didn’t delay in demonstrating an appetite for violence (Gen. 4:8, 

6:11-13). 

e) This is especially observable in our times, the last days of the CA (2 Tim. 3:1-3). 

44)  Despite all these conflicts among mankind Jesus exhorts, “Do not be terrified.” 

45)  Whether in the Age of Israel or Church Age, fear is an unacceptable response to the 

violent conflicts that have been prevalent (Job 5:20-22 cf. 2 Kings 6:15-17, Psa. 27:3, 

118:6). 

46)  Whether fear of death, injury, loss of property, physical displacement etc., God 

provides the alternative of peace and stability (Phil. 4:6-7, 1 Peter 5:7 cf. Psa. 4:8, 

29:11, Prov. 16:7). 

47)  Jesus indicates that it’s necessary for these “wars and disturbances” to occur before 

His coming. 

48) This is a very significant sign of His coming. 

49)  Yet, He points out that “the end does not follow immediately.” 

50)  There would be a period of time when violent conflicts would continue unabated 

before the 2
nd

 Advent. 
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51)  We are now in this period of time with worse to follow during Daniel’s 70 week, and 

the Great Tribulation (cf. Rev. 11:7, 13:4, 19:19). 

52)  We must avoid fear and trust that God is bringing His plan to completion just as He 

has promised (cf. Rev. 19:20-21). 
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Luke 21:10-11 Then He continued by saying to them, "Nation will be raised up against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom, 
11

 and there will be great earthquakes, and in 

various places plagues and famines; and there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 

Analysis of vv. 10-11: 

1) Jesus continues His teaching about the signs that correspond with the end times prior 

to 2
nd

 Advent. 

2) The Lord mentioned “wars and disturbances” in the previous verse. 

3) Here, the teaching also involves warfare. 

4) In this prophecy, Jesus affirms, “Nation will be raised up against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom” 

5) The noun “nation” occurs twice and refers to a body of persons that share a common 

culture and tradition (ἔθνος, ethnos). 

6) The phrase translated “will be raised up” correctly reflects the passive voice of the 

verb (Ἐγερθήσεται, egerthesetai- to be raised up). 

7) The portrayal is a nation or country rising up in arms against another. 

8) Modern examples: WW1, WW2, Israel v. Egypt-Jordan-Syria, Lebanon, US v. Iraq, 

Iran v. Iraq. 

9) The passive voice of the verb suggests that the nations are “raised up” by an outside 

source or agent. 

10)  God is designated as the ultimate controller of human history. 

11)  Paul made this clear to the Greeks in Athens (Acts 17:18-26 cf. Ex. 34:24, Job 

12:23). 

12)  He controls nations and leaders to suit His perfect will and accomplish all of His 

plans (Prov. 21:1 cf. Isa. 44:28, Jer. 25:9, 27:6, 43:10). 

13)  Nevertheless, mankind is allowed the freedom to exercise personal volition (cf. Isa. 

66:1-4). 

a) Volition is the first and primary divine institution. 

b) He has provided every incentive for the human race to accept His plan as revealed 

in Jesus Christ (e.g. His love, eternal life, forgiveness, faithfulness). 

c) He extends grace to all and doesn’t impinge on the volition of the individual. 

d) In spite of these incredible incentives and God’s willingness to form a relationship 

with each member of humanity, the majority will not accept His plan (Matt. 7:13-

14). 

e) Yet the –v of the majority will not nullify God’s will (cf. Rom. 3:3-4) 

14)  Satan for his part is active in affairs of nations. 
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15)  He and his demonic organization seek to frustrate God’s plans in part through the 

influence of world leaders (1 Chron. 21:1, Dan. 10:13). 

16)  Although unseen by mankind, this organization is highly structured and if one 

considers the depravity of many world leaders, it’s also highly effective in spreading 

its influence (Eph. 6:12). 

17)  Exegetical notes concerning Eph. 6:12- military imagery; a battle against strong 

opponents 

a) Struggle- πάλη, pale- battle, conflict 

b) Non-physical opposition: “not against flesh and blood.” 

c) Our opponent(s)… 

i) The rulers- ἀρχή, arche- authority who initiates activity 

ii) The powers- ἐξουσία, exousia- a bearer of ruling authority 

iii) The world forces- κοσμοκράτωρ, kosmoskrator- world-ruler 

iv) The spiritual forces of wickedness-  τὰ πνευματικὰ τῆς πονηρίας, ta 

pneumatika tes ponerias-  lit. “spirit beings of sinfulness” 

d) Spheres of power: 

i) “this darkness” – the world as the domain of darkness (in contrast to light- 

Eph.5:8, Col. 1:13).  

ii) “in the heavenly places”- access permitted to 3
rd

 heaven, BUT no power is 

exercised. 

e) Conclusion: A call to action- “Take up the full armor of God!” (Eph. 6:11, 13) 

i) “Full armor”- πανοπλία, panoplia- a full suit of armor, i.e. shield, helmet, 

breastplate, greaves, sword, lance etc. 

ii) Spiritual armor- prayer, FGHS, faith and Bible doctrine. 

18)  Under these various influences, nations rise up against nations. 

19)  Jesus also refers to conflicts involving “kingdom against kingdom.” 

20)  Our word “kingdom” refers to an area, district, or territory under royal administration 

(βασιλεία, basileia). 

21)  The warfare among kingdoms pertains to revolutions, insurrections, and rival factions 

(i.e. internal conflict within a nation- ISIS vs. Syria, Iraq, Sunni vs. Shiite, Boko 

Haram vs. Christianity, Catholics vs. Protestants, Israel vs. Hamas, Hezbollah). 

22)  Many of the militant organizations on the world stage today pursue and promote a 

satanic agenda (e.g. the establishment of a caliphate under Sharia law).  

23)  In v. 11 Jesus reveals additional signs concerning “natural” catastrophes. 

24)  He indicates that “there will be great earthquakes…” 
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25)  Mankind has experienced frequent earthquakes throughout history (σεισμός, 

seismos- Acts 16:26 cf. רַעׁש, raash -Amos 1:1, Zech. 14:5). 

26)  The intensity of an earthquake may be moderate to severe. 

27)  However, Jesus refers to earthquakes in the plural. 

28)  Additionally, these earthquakes are described as “great earthquakes.” 

29)  The adjective “great” shows that these earthquakes will be of great intensity. 

30)  We have the ability now to monitor seismic activity across the planet.
5
 

31)  Every day there are numerous earthquakes of various magnitudes.
6
 

32)  Since 1960, 11 of the largest recorded earthquakes have occurred with 4 having a 

magnitude of 9.0 or greater.
7
 

33)  Yet it’s problematic to compare this data with earthquakes that occurred prior to our 

ability to record them. 

34)  In addition to magnitude one should take into account the effect of earthquakes 

today; even those of moderate magnitude. 

35)  As the population density grows on our planet, the effect on human life/damage 

would seem to increase (2010 earthquake in Haiti, mag. 7.0; casualties: ~316,000 

dead, ~1.5 million homeless).
8
 

36)  In light of the Lord’s prophecy, we ought to expect more of the same “in various 

places.” 

37)  The noun translated “places” typically refers to areas that are inhabited (τόπος, 

topos). 

38)  The phrase “in various places” suggests occurrences in place after place across the 

planet.
9
 

39)  Perhaps in other areas not considered as “hot spots.”  

40)  In this regard, earthquakes will be a major feature in the Tribulation including the 

biggest to occur in human history (Rev. 6:12, 8:5, 11:13, 16:18- the “mega” quake). 

41)  The combination of “plagues and famines” is also added to the signs that the 2
nd

 

advent is drawing near. 

42)  Our term “plagues” in context refer to various types of sicknesses and diseases 

(λοιμός, loimos). 

                                              
5
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6
 Ibid. 

7
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43)  In our day, we have frequent outbreaks of various epidemics; some are localized 

some make a global impact (e.g. Ebola, Avian flu, Cholera, Yellow fever, West Nile, 

plague, HIV, Hep. A-C, MRSA, etc.).
10

 

44)  The examples cited are confined to communicable diseases. 

45)  If one takes into consideration the other types of sicknesses and illnesses that are 

prevalent today with different pathologies, the list is enormous (e.g. the many variants 

of cancer, diseases of the digestive system, diseases of the respiratory system, 

diseases of the cardiovascular system, etc.).  

46) “Famines” continue to be widespread in our world (Acts 11:28 cf. South Sudan, 

Somalia, N. Korea). 

47)  The combination of “plagues and famines” is a natural link. 

48)  An insufficient intake of food and proper nutrients over a prolonged time contributes 

to sickness and disease (undernourishment and malnourishment). 

49)  Additionally, “natural” disasters such as earthquakes, droughts and man-made causes 

such as wars, crop destruction etc. may precipitate famine. 

50)  Jesus concludes v. 11 saying, “…there will be terrors and great signs from heaven.” 

51)  “Terrors” refers to an objects, events, or circumstances that inspire fear (φόβητρον, 

phobetron). 

52)  The noun phobetron is a cognate of the verb phobeo meaning to fear or be afraid 

(φοβέω, phobeo). 

53)  Yet in our context our term “terrors” has the nuance of panic and extreme fear. 

54)  Leading up to the 2
nd

 Advent there will various “things” that cause extreme fear and 

anxiety among the world populace. 

55)  The phrase “great signs from heaven” is primarily a reference to events during the 

Tribulation (Isaiah 13:10-13 For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will not 

flash forth their light; The sun will be dark when it rises, And the moon will not shed 

its light. 
11

 Thus I will punish the world for its evil, And the wicked for their iniquity; 

I will also put an end to the arrogance of the proud, And abase the haughtiness of the 

ruthless. 
12

 I will make mortal man scarcer than pure gold, And mankind than the gold 

of Ophir. 
13

 Therefore I shall make the heavens tremble, And the earth will be shaken 

from its place At the fury of the LORD of hosts In the day of His burning anger., Joel 

2:30-31 "And I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, Blood, fire, and 

columns of smoke. 
31

 "The sun will be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, 

Before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes, Revelation 6:12 And I 

                                              
10
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looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun 

became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood.). 

56)  This doesn’t exclude signs that have occurred in the interim. 

57)  Indeed, the previously cited passage from Joel was partially fulfilled in the 1
st
 century 

(Acts 2:14-20 cf. Joel 2:28).  

58) The great signs will ultimately be fulfilled during the Tribulation (seal judgments cf. 

Luke 21:25-26 "And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the 

earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, 
26

 

men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the 

world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.). 

a) 1
st
 seal: Anti-christ on the scene (Rev. 6:1-2 cf Luke 21:9). 

b) 2
nd

 seal: War (Rev. 6:3-4 cf. Luke 21:9-10). 

c) 3
rd

 seal: Famine (Rev. 6:5-6 cf. Luke 21:11). 

d) 4
th

 seal: Death (Rev. 6:7-8 cf. Luke 21:11). 

e) 5
th

 seal: Martyrdom (Rev. 6:9-11 cf. Luke 21:11, a form of “terror”). 

f) 6
th

 seal: The great earthquake and signs on the heavens (Rev. 6:12-14 cf. Luke 

21:11). 

g) 7
th

 seal: Silence (Rev. 8:1). 

59)  Although these signs are extraordinary, they are not the sign of the end. 

60)  They serve as significant harbingers that the end is approaching. 

61)  Matthew and Mark record Jesus comparing these signs to “the beginning of birth 

pangs” (Matt. 24:8, Mark 13:8). 

a) “Beginning” (ἀρχή, arche- the commencement of something, a beginning). 

b) “Birth pangs” (ὠδίν, odin- pain associated with childbirth, labor pain- also used to 

refer to “agony of death,” Acts 2:24). 

c) Once birth pangs begin, child birth is imminent. 

d) Yet there are various durations of labor before giving birth. 

e) As birth pangs increase in frequency and intensity prior to birth, so it follows with 

these signs. 

f) Additionally, the comparison with birth pangs connotes great anguish produced by 

these catastrophic signs (other analogies- 1 Thess. 5:3 cf. Isa. 13:8, 26:17,  Jer. 

4:31, 6:24, Micah 4:9-10). 

62)  In our time, we’re experiencing many pangs, but these will only increase in the 

Daniel’s 70
th

 week and the period of the Tribulation. 

63)  CA believers will be raptured prior to Daniel’s 70
th

 week so being eye witnesses to 

these signs should stir us up. 
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64)  Specifically, it should stir us up to increase our learning and application of Bible 

doctrine. 

65)  We must center our lives on God’s standards and desires not our own selfish desires 

(cf. 1 Peter 4:2). 

66)  If we make God’s word and His plan our MPR, we will effectively counter the trend 

towards being lukewarm and cold to the Truth. 

67)  Believers have been taught the pure gold of sound doctrine ought to set a high 

standard for others to follow (Phil. 3:17, 1 Peter 2:11-12). 

68)  We have a God-given responsibility to apply what we know (cf. Luke 11:28 But He 

said, "On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God, and observe it.").  

69)  Do not fall back into attitudes and activities that worldly (cf. Eph. 4:22-24, 1 Peter 

1:14). 

70)  Let’s make the most of the time we have remaining (cf. Rev. 1:3). 
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Luke 21:12-13 "But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will 

persecute you, delivering you to the synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings 

and governors for My name's sake. 
13

 "It will lead to an opportunity for your testimony” 

Analysis of vv. 12-13: 

1) After discussing various signs of the end times, Jesus changes the focus to the 

disciples. 

2) He reveals what they will personally experience during their lives. 

3) Ergo, these things will take place prior to the events just described (“But before all 

these things…”). 

4) They would come to experience persecution immediately.  

5) As disciples of the Lord, they had already experienced a certain amount of abuse and 

persecution (Luke 5:30). 

6) However, this would intensify after the Ascension during the establishment of their 

ministries in the early CA (Acts 20:28-30, 1 Tim. 1:20, 2 Tim. 4:14, 3 John 1:9-10). 

7) Jesus affirms, “They will lay their hands on you and will persecute you…” 

8)  To “lay hands on” someone carries the implication of violence (ἐπιβάλλω, epiballo- 

to lay, cf. Luke 20:19, John 7:30). 

9)  The verb “persecute” pertains to harassing someone especially because of their 

beliefs; the term carries the nuance of pursuing something or someone (διώκω, 

dioko- Acts 7:53). 

10)  Note the future tense in our phrase which rules out any ambiguity; the persecutions 

would be unavoidable. 

11)  The vitriol directed at the Lord would be focused on them (John 15:20, 16:2). 

12)  The plural subject “they” is not specified, but is general reference to antagonists to 

the Messiah and His message, the Gospel. 

13)  Up to this point, “they” would include the Pharisees, scribes, Sadducees, the 

Herodians and others (Matt. 22:15-16, Luke 6:7ff, 20:27). 

14)  We see from v. 16, that parents, family members, and friends should be included too. 

15)  We must recognize as believers that our faith in God’s plan starting with salvation 

may be the cause of great conflict.  

16)  Often times the greatest opposition in a believer’s life originates with family and 

close friends. 

17)  The Lord wasn’t spared from this testing during 1
st
 Advent. 

18)  His family initially rejected Him and viewed Him as delusional (Mark 3:21, Luke 

8:19ff, John 7:5). 

19)  It must be said that they in part became believers at a later point (cf. Acts 1:14). 
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20)  Similarly, we too will experience testing and suffering in this regard (cf. Luke 12:53). 

21)  We mustn’t be intimidated and compromise; rather, respond to attacks on the faith in 

fellowship and with sound doctrine and discernment. 

22)  Jesus informs the disciples that the persecution would include being delivered to 

“synagogues and prisons.” 

23)  In these forums they would stand before “kings and governors.” 

24)  Although a synagogue was primarily a place of worship, it also functioned as a 

Jewish court for trying minor cases.
11

 

25) The Lord had already forewarned His disciples about being punished in the 

synagogues and courts (Luke 12:11 cf. Matt. 10:17- courts: συνέδριον, sunedrion). 

26)  The suffering and persecution would be at the hands of the Jews and Gentiles during 

the formation of the early church. 

27)  Furthermore, Jesus indicates all of it would be “for My name’s sake.” 

28)  At a later date, their suffering for Jesus’ name was a cause of rejoicing (Acts 5:40-

41). 

29)  Paul was the object of great persecution in the POG (Acts 16:22ff, 2 Cor. 6:5, 11:23-

24). 

30)  God referred to him as “a chosen instrument of Mine” to give the gospel to Jews and 

Gentiles (Acts 9:15-16). 

31)  We will be called on to suffer for our faith so let us also rejoice (Phil. 1:29). 

32)  Some will suffer more than others, but all will suffer to some degree. 

33)  This is especially applicable for believers that make the sacrifice of living a Godly 

life in this world (2 Tim. 3:12). 

34)  The believer who determines to live godly in the world in a sense denies self, takes 

up his cross and follows the Lord (cf. Matt. 16:24). 

35)  The greater commitment to the POG results in greater persecution, but the blessings 

will be extraordinary (Luke 6:21-23). 

36)  It follows that persecution ought to be a source of joy for all believers (Matt. 5:12, 1 

Peter 4:13ff). 

37)  Regardless of persecution, it mustn’t be a source of fear (Rev. 2:10). 

38)  Jesus tells the disciples the persecution would result in “an opportunity for your 

testimony.” 

39)  The disciples would be able to able to provide a witness in word and deed. 

40)  Sometimes persecution will bring about more of a “physical” testimony where we 

must endure suffering at the hands of others and act in a Christ-like manner (Rom. 

12:21, 1 Thess. 5:15, 1 Peter 3:9). 

                                              
11

 Marshall, 767. 



Luke 21 

872 

 

41)  Other situations will open up for a verbal proclamation and defense of our faith (1 

Peter 3:15). 

42)  Some examples of standing up for the faith: 

a) Peter before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:8-20). 

b) Stephen before the Sanhedrin (Acts 7:2ff). 

c) Paul before Felix (Acts 24:10-21). 

d) Paul’s dialogue with Agrippa, Festus, and Bernice (Acts 25:13ff). 

43)  It’s our responsibility to do the same; as we do, we follow in the Lord’s footsteps in 

giving a good confession (cf. 1 Tim. 6:12-14). 
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Luke 21:14-15 "So make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves; 
15

 for I, Myself will give you utterance and wisdom which none of your opponents will 

be able to resist or refute.” 

Analysis of vv. 14-15: 

1) Although the disciples would be seized and tried by various authorities, this would 

work out according to God’s planning. 

2) These authorities, Jewish and Gentile, would receive a testimony. 

3) Here, we see Jesus providing comfort to His disciples. 

4) Yes, they would be severely persecuted, but they wouldn’t be alone. 

5) The Lord provides instruction on the appropriate approach to providing testimony. 

6) He directs, “Make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves.” 

7) “To prepare beforehand” is practice by giving careful thought and attention; pertains 

to preparing one’s defense for a court appearance (προμελετάω, promeletao- 1x- in 

Cl. Gk- used of practicing a speech). 

8) The word translated “to defend” is to speak in one’s own defense against charges 

(ἀπολογέομαι, apolegeomai-Acts 19:33, 25:8). 

9) Typically, if one is giving a personal defense one would rehearse or “prepare 

beforehand.” 

10)  Yet the disciples were to make a firm decision not to prepare their defense. 

11)  We must not infer that the disciples were not to think at all about what they might 

say. 

12)  Rather, they were not to try to prepare or rehearse for every eventuality or line of 

questioning to which they might be subjected. 

13)  There was absolutely no basis for fear or anxiety because Jesus promised aid (cf. 

Matt. 10:19). 

14)  He emphatically declares, “I, Myself will give you utterance and wisdom which none 

of your opponents will be able to resist or refute.” 

15)  The Lord Himself through God the Holy Spirit would provide the necessary 

eloquence and Divine wisdom for every eventuality (cf. Mark 13:11, Luke 12:11-12). 

16)  Jesus had been instructing His disciples about the POG and specifics of sound 

doctrine for about 3 years (cf. Luke 24:45). 

17)  The Holy Spirit would use this knowledge of the Truth to prompt and guide each one. 

18)  Jesus had already given advance notice that the Holy Spirit would be active and an 

essential part of their lives after His departure (John 14:26, 15:26, 16:13 cf. Luke 

24:49, Acts 1:8). 
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19)  As a result, their opponents would be incapable of effectively resisting or refuting 

their testimony (cf. Acts 6:10). 

20)  God the Holy Spirit also operates in the same manner with believers today. 

21)  He prompts and guides us how best to respond in various situations. 

22)  He uses our knowledge of Bible doctrine to provide a testimony to opponents. 

23)  We ought to pray for the correct content to respond to those who are antagonistic to 

God and His plan (Acts 4:29, Eph. 6:19-20, Col. 4:3-4). 

24)  God will strengthen and embolden us to declare the Gospel and sound doctrine (cf. 

Psa. 138:3, 1 Thess. 2:2). 

25)  We are not to shy away from proclaiming our faith; instead, we ought to give an 

explanation for our eternal hope (1 Peter 3:15). 
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Luke 21:16-19 "But you will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives 

and friends, and they will put some of you to death, 
17

 and you will be hated by all on 

account of My name. 
18

 "Yet not a hair of your head will perish. 
19

 "By your endurance 

you will gain your lives.  

Analysis of vv. 16-19: 

1) Jesus has established that the disciples would be persecuted and caused to stand 

before “kings and governors.” 

2) He now reveals that some of them would be in this predicament because of the 

betrayal by family and friends. 

3) The verb translated “you will be delivered up” is used as a technical term meaning to 

be handed over into the custody of the courts or authorities” (παραδίδωμι, 

paradidomi- Matt. 4:12). 

4) The list of betrayers includes: parents, brothers, relatives and friends. 

5) Based on a close relationship whether kinship or affection, these would be deemed the 

least likely to become a betrayer. 

6) Yet Jesus puts the disciples on notice. 

7) Some of these would be complicit in their executions (i.e. murder/martyrdom- Mark 

13:12). 

8) Some martyrs of the faith:
12

 

a) Stephen: stoned to death by a mob (Acts 6:8ff). 

b) Nicanor: one of the first deacons; martyred during the persecution after Stephen’s 

death (trad. cf. Acts 6:5, 8:1). 

c) James, the son of Zebedee: put to the sword by Herod Antipas I (Acts 12:1-2, trad. 

James the Great). 

d) James the Less: stoned and “mutilated” (son of Alphaeus, trad.). 

e) James, the Lord’s half-brother: stoned to death in Judea, ~62 AD (trad.). 

f) Jude, the Lord’s half-brother: crucified at Edessa, ~72 AD (trad.). 

g) Philip: scourged, imprisoned and crucified in Phyrgia ~54 AD (trad.). 

h) Matthew: killed by halberd in Ethiopia, ~60 AD (trad.). 

i) Andrew: brother of Peter, crucified at Edessa (“X” configured cross became 

known as St. Andrew’s cross in modern day Urfa, Turkey, trad.). 

j) Peter: brother of Andrew, crucified in the reign of Nero, ~64 AD (trad.).
13

 

k) Mark: dragged to pieces in Alexandria (trad.). 

l) Thomas: impalement by spear while evangelizing in Parthia and India (trad.).  

                                              
12

 Foxe, John, Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (1563); source used for traditional support. 
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m) Luke: hung on an olive tree by pagan Greek priests (trad.). 

n) Paul: beheaded in the reign of Nero, ~68 AD (trad., 2 Tim. 4:6-8).
14

 

o) Simon the Zealot: evangelized in Africa and Britain; crucified in Britain, ~74 AD 

(trad.). 

9) John was exiled to island of Patmos near the end of his life and according to tradition 

was the only apostle not to be martyred.
15

 

10)  As previously discussed, the issues involving salvation and the POG are frequently 

the cause of enmity in a household (Matt. 10:34-36, Luke 12:51-53). 

11)  In addition to betrayal, Jesus indicates the disciples would “be hated by all on 

account of My name.” 

12) They would be objects of hatred by all because of their faith and adherence to the 

sound doctrine taught by the Lord. 

13)  The hatred of family and friends would be manifested in betrayal. 

14)  Nothing has changed for the believer today in terms of being an object of hatred. 

15)  That is, the believer that refuses to compromise with the world and adheres to Bible 

doctrine. 

16)  Some causes of hatred by others, both unbelievers and believers: 

a) Accepting Christ, saving faith. 

b) Adherence to God’s standards and views despite contemporary, “progressive” 

world views. 

c) Righteous judgments- making distinctions between that which Godly and worldly. 

d) Exhortation and admonishment in respect to sound doctrine. 

e) Separation from those who reject God and His word. 

17)  The very name of Jesus Christ incites an OSN response from some and so it follows 

that those who are His followers will face hostility. 

18)  A wise initial response to another’s hatred is to seek comfort from God the Father in 

prayer (cf. Psalm 109:1-5 For the choir director. A Psalm of David . O God of my 

praise, Do not be silent! 
2
 For they have opened the wicked and deceitful mouth 

against me; They have spoken against me with a lying tongue. 
3
 They have also 

surrounded me with words of hatred, And fought against me without cause. 
4
 In return 

for my love they act as my accusers; But I am in prayer. 
5
 Thus they have repaid me 

evil for good, And hatred for my love.). 

19)  We have to be prepared for the reality of being hated without cause. 

20)  The Lord endured this unjust treatment and recognized that it was a fulfillment of 

prophecy (John 15:23-25). 
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21)  At times, it’s no use trying to reason with the one who hates you; this is a typical 

worldly response to a child of God. 

22)  Disciples of the Lord, then and now, have been chosen out the world. 

23)  Consequently, the hate and general disdain of the cosmos is directed at them (John 

15:18-20, 17:14). 

24)  Again, ill treatment out in world shouldn’t be surprising or even be a source 

bitterness (1 John 3:13 cf. 1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery 

ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange 

thing were happening to you;). 

25)  Furthermore, ill treatment at the hands of –v is a regular feature of the +v believer 

(cf. Neh. 9:26, Acts 14:22, 1 Thess. 3:2-3).  

26)  This is especially true for the +v believer that points out the failings of –v, whether 

unbeliever or believer (cf. 2 Chron.24:18-22). 

27)  Yet, unbelief and disobedience to the POG certainly brings about Divine discipline 

(cf. Isa. 3:8-11, James 4:4). 

28)  The messenger of the truth will often time take abuse for the message. 

29)  This should in no way deter the believer from declaring God’s will (Ex. 4:10ff, Jer. 

1:6-8). 

30)  In v. 18, Jesus declares, “Yet not a hair of your head will perish.” 

31)  In light of His previous revelation about being put to death due to the treachery of 

family and friends, this pronouncement appears contradictory. 

32)  Many of the disciples perished in a violent manner as martyrs for the faith. 

33)  Therefore, the Lord isn’t stating that the disciples would be spared physical death as 

they advance the POG. 

34)  Rather this must be seen as promise of a complete resurrection body in ph. 3. 

35)  Despite being dismembered, sawn in two, and otherwise decayed, God will provide a 

complete resurrection body for every believer (Matt. 10:30, Rom. 8:11, Heb. 11:37). 

36)  The original, temporal, fleshly body is the basis for the eternal resurrection body (1 

Cor. 15:42, 46).  

37)  Upon completion of the “reassembly” process, which is practically instantaneous, the 

original soul that inhabited that particular body, and which had departed at the point 

of physical death, is permanently reunited with the resurrected body (1 Cor. 15:52). 

38)  Our Lord has already set the precedent when He died on the cross, arose from the 

dead and received a resurrection body. 

39)  At that point He became the first born from the dead (Col. 1:18, Rev. 1:5). 

40)  In this regard, it’s God’s will that we become conformed to the image of His Son 

(Rom. 8:29). 
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41)  His resurrection forms that basis for our confidence in our future resurrection and 

inheritance in the eternal Kingdom (Rom. 8:11, 16-17, 1 Cor. 15:12-19, 1 Pet. 1:3). 

42)  The timing and receipt of the resurrection body for believers in the CA (Phil. 3:20-

21): 

a) CA believers receive their resurrection body at the rapture of the Church. 

b) In this passage, Paul and the Philippians are eagerly awaiting for the coming of the 

Lord. 

c) The rapture begins with the raising of all dead Church Age saints, followed by the 

instantaneous transformation of the physical bodies of living believers into 

immortal, resurrection bodies (1 Cor. 15:51-53). 

d) The Royal family will then travel to a meeting of the Lord in the air, where each 

one will be judged at the Bema seat, receive whatever rewards they have coming, 

and return to the third Heaven with Christ (2 Cor. 5:10, 1 Thess. 4:17, Rev 22:12). 

e) Significantly, Paul indicates that our “homeland” exists in the heavens (i.e. the 3
rd

 

heaven and eventually the New Jerusalem). 

f) As we are aliens in the world we should not indulge worldly whims (1 Peter 2:11). 

g) We like Paul and the Philippians ought to eagerly wait for the coming of Christ at 

the Rapture (Rom. 8:23, 1 Thess. 1:10, Heb. 9:28). 

h) In the meantime, we must guard against becoming stained or negatively influenced 

by the world in which we live (Col. 2:8, James 1:27). 

i) Paul further explains at that point Christ will transform the believer’s physical 

body into a glorified, resurrection body (1 Cor. 15:51-57). 

j) He will accomplish this through the working of His Divine power. 

k) The same power which created and currently sustains “all things” in the universe 

will perform this amazing transformation (Col. 1:16-17, Heb. 1:1-3). 

43)  The resurrection body of all believers will be patterned after the resurrection body of 

Jesus Christ. 

44)  Observations concerning the glorified resurrection body of the Lord: 

a) People recognized Jesus Christ after His resurrection, indicating that the 

resurrection body is one in which the appearance is not substantially altered (John 

20:16-18, 21:12). 

b) Although, our resurrection bodies won’t be subject to aging, we don’t know at 

what age we will appear (e.g. mid 30’s). 

c) Nor even if all believers will appear at a uniform age. 

d) While it is formed from the physical body, it is a different kind of body that is 

spiritual, yet tangible and real (Luke 24:39). 
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e) We’ll be capable of ingesting food or drink, but have no need of physical 

nourishment in order to survive (Luke 24:42, Rev. 22:1-2). 

f) The resurrection body will have the ultimate capacity for life to enjoy the 

blessings of Heaven in unparalleled glory (Isa. 25:6, Rev. 19:7-9). 

g) This body is capable of interstellar travel and doesn’t require any oxygen or life 

support in order to function (Acts 1:9, 1 Thess. 4:16). 

h) The resurrection body is not subject to the physical laws of time, space, etc., but 

can materialize and dematerialize at will (Luke 24:30-31, 36). 

i) As alluded previously, the body isn’t subject to physical deterioration, to decay, 

the aging process, disease, pain, or death (1 Cor. 15:42-43, 53, Rev. 20:6). 

j) The resurrection body will exist absent an OSN, and in our glorified state we will 

have the entire realm of Divine viewpoint (cf. Heb. 8:10-11). 

45)  Jesus enjoins His disciples in the final verse saying, “By your endurance you will 

gain your lives.” 

46)  This is an imperative to spiritual steadfastness. 

47)  Although the translation follows the word order in the Greek, it’s a command (aorist 

imperative of κτάομαι, ktaomai- to gain or acquire). 

48)  As such, it conveys the following sense: “Gain your lives by your endurance.”  

49)  Each disciple is responsible to adhere to the Lord’s command. 

50)  The term translated “lives” is literally “souls” (ψυχή, psuche).  

51)  Gaining or even preserving one’s physical life isn’t in view. 

52)  Most of the Lord’s audience would die as martyrs. 

53)  He isn’t suggesting that they could preserve their physical lives through being 

steadfast to the faith. 

54)  “Endurance” refers to the capacity to bear up under difficulty often exhibited in the 

patient endurance of circumstances (ὑπομονή, hupomone). 

55)  Enduring in the faith would be the contributing factor leading to their martyrdom. 

56)  Rather, to gain one’s life or soul pertains to our existence in ph. 3 or eternal, life 

niche. 

57)  Enduring in the faith now will eventuate in eternal reward in ph.3 in the future. 

58)  The believer gains life by making sacrifices now, in ph. 2; in a sense, we must “lose” 

our life in the present to gain later (cf. Luke 9:24, John 12:25, Rev. 12:11). 

59)  We must continue to be steadfast to the end of our physical lives without falling away 

(Mark 13:13, Rev. 2:10 cf. 1 Cor. 4:12). 

60) The command “gain” also points to the reality of not enduring or remaining steadfast. 

61)  Many believers become casualties in the AC especially now (1 Tim. 4:1 cf. 2 Peter 

3:17 Heb. 3:12). 
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Luke 21:20-22 "But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that 

her desolation is at hand. 
21

 "Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and 

let those who are in the midst of the city depart, and let not those who are in the country 

enter the city; 
22

 because these are days of vengeance, in order that all things which are 

written may be fulfilled.  

Analysis of vv. 20-22: 

1) Jesus has just put the disciples on notice regarding the severe persecutions they would 

be forced to endure. 

2) Now, He begins to describe the catastrophic events that will occur in the time frame 

of 66-70 AD. 

3) In v. 6, He prophesied the destruction of the temple, but here the Lord broadens the 

prophecy to include the destruction of Jerusalem (Luke 21:6 “…these things which 

you are looking at, the days will come in which there will not be left one stone upon 

another which will not be torn down.). 

4) His discourse addresses the question posed in v. 7, “And they questioned Him, saying, 

"Teacher, when therefore will these things be? And what will be the sign when these 

things are about to take place?" 

5) Luke’s account is unique in that it records Jesus’ teaching about the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the wider military crackdown experienced in the rest of Israel in the 1
st
 

century (cf. Luke 19:43-44). 

6) Some interpreters have tried to draw a parallel between Luke’s account and those of 

Matthew and Mark (Matt. 24:15, 21, Mark 13:14, 19). 

7) While there are similarities, variances arise between Luke and that of the other 

gospels. 

8) Some present these variances as contradictions in the text. 

9) Yet, it’s overlooked that these gospels do NOT present the same scenarios. 

10)  Ergo, these other gospels are neither parallel accounts nor do the events described 

occur in the same time frame. 

11)  Our passage deals with a near fulfillment whereas Matthew and Mark involve a 

future fulfillment. 

12)  Matthew and Mark record events that pertain to the end times, not the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the further pacification of Israel. 

13)  Furthermore, both authors refer to “the abomination of desolation” and 

unprecedented tribulation (cf. Dan. 12:11, Matthew 24:22, Mark 13:20). 

14)  In v. 20, Jesus declares, “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then 

recognize that her desolation is at hand.” 
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15)  The destruction of Jerusalem would include the temple being leveled. 

16)  Here, Jesus reveals the sign that was requested by the disciples in v. 7. 

17)  Jerusalem would be “surrounded by armies.” 

18)  Our word “surrounded” refers to being encircled with hostile intent (κυκλόω, 

kukloo). 

19)  This encirclement has been depicted in 19:43ff (Luke 19:43-44 "For the days shall 

come upon you when your enemies will throw up a bank before you, and surround 

you, and hem you in on every side, 
44

 and will level you to the ground and your 

children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because 

you did not recognize the time of your visitation."). 

a) The “enemies” referred to by Jesus are the Romans and others. 

b) A siege wall was built around the city which sealed off any escape routes and any 

chance to re-provision. 

c) The Roman finally breached the walls and leveled the city which historically 

involved the slaughter of its citizens including children (cf. Hosea 13:16, Nahum 

3:10). 

d) The destruction is explicitly attributed to the lack of spiritual awareness of the 

Jews. 

e) The nation in large part was antagonistic to God’s plan and so lacked spiritual 

discernment. Consequently, they rejected the Messiah. 

20)  The city would be surrounded by “armies” (στρατόπεδον, stratopedon). 

21)  Additionally the term generally refers to an army or military encampment. 

22)  “Armies” occurs in the plural form so more than one army would play a role in 

Jerusalem’s destruction. 

23)  Multiple Roman legions were involved in the military operation. 

24)  In addition to the Roman legions, there were other forces vying for control of 

Jerusalem and Israel. 

25)  We’ve previously studied the political and religious unrest that was present in Israel 

during Christ’s ministry. 

26)  If we look forward ~33+ years to the encirclement of Jerusalem, these tensions boiled 

over into open conflict. 

27)  At the point the city is being surrounded Jesus directs His disciples, “Recognize that 

her desolation is at hand.” 

28)  The imperative translated “recognize” is a command to understand or comprehend 

the significance of the events (γινώσκω, ginosko). 

29)  Some of the “12” would be martyred by this time, but the command served to alert 

other disciples. 
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30)  Jerusalem wouldn’t merely be seized; it would also be desolated. 

31)  The noun translated “desolation” refers to a state of being made uninhabitable (or 

nearly so, ἐρήμωσις, eremosis). 

32)  They were to be knowledgeable about the circumstances surrounding the fall of 

Jerusalem. 

33)  There was no excuse to be caught unaware and unprepared. 

34)  Further, their lives depended on it. 

35)  In v. 21 the Lord provides instructions to escape the desolation. 

36)  The revolt in Jerusalem also emboldened others and inspired further rebellion in 

other locales in Israel. 

37)  This unrest necessitated the Roman subjugation of other prominent cities in Israel 

prior to the siege of Jerusalem.
16

 

38)  Those in the province of Judea are directed to “flee to the mountains.” 

39)  The imperative “flee” is to seek safety in physical flight (φεύγω, pheugo). 

40)  The command is understood in an ingressive and progressive sense. 

41)  The sense conveyed: Get out now or leave immediately and don’t stop until you 

reach the safety of the mountains. 

42)  Since Judea is generally mountainous, “the mountains” refer to the more remote, 

inaccessible mountains in the vicinity of the Dead Sea and even Transjordan. 

43)  Those in the city are commanded to depart (lit. “in the midst of her”- “her” 

grammatically refers back to Jerusalem”). 

44)  Here, the enjoinder is applied directly to the residents of Jerusalem. 

45)  “Depart” is obviously to go away or leave a certain area (ἐκχωρέω, ekchoreo). 

46)  It doesn’t mean to relocate to a different neighborhood or another part of the city. 

47)  Rather, one was to vacate the city entirely. 

48)  Preferably before the city was completely surrounded by armies so there was an acute 

sense of urgency. 

49)  We may infer that safety was also sought in the more remote mountainous regions. 

50)  Geographically, the “wilderness” areas were not a great distance from Jerusalem. 

51)  Yet these remote areas afforded some security because armies would find these areas 

impassable. 

52)  Even incursions into these regions by smaller forces would find the going arduous. 

53)  Next, the Jesus directs those who are in the country not to enter Jerusalem (lit. “enter 

her: as before, the pronoun “her” grammatically refers to Jerusalem). 
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54)  “The country” refers to open country especially land used for farming (as opposed to 

the city, χώρα, chora). 

55)  The prohibition addresses those who would enter or would be inclined to enter 

Jerusalem. 

56)  The sense is “Stop entering the city!” 

57)  Those who lived in the open country, outside of the protective walls of Jerusalem, 

would tend to enter Jerusalem to seek safety from the encroaching armies. 

58)  Bad idea! Jerusalem was going to be devastated so this was the wrong course of 

action. 

59)  The safest course of action was to travel as far as possible from Jerusalem and its 

immediate vicinity. 

60)  The directives are similar to those for believers who live in Israel during the 

Tribulation (cf. Luke 17:30-34, Matt. 24-18). 

61)  Jesus reveals the reason to flee, saying, “Because these are days of vengeance.” 

62)  Our term “vengeance” pertains to Divine punishment or judgement on the nation 

(ἐκδίκησις, ekdikesis- Rom. 12:19, 1 Peter 2:14). 

63)  The destruction of Jerusalem is in view, but the nation falls under judgment as well 

(cf. v. 23- “this people”). 

64)  The believer is to flee or else be consumed by God’s judgment (cf. Jer. 6:1 also Gen. 

19:12ff, Num. 16:26). 

65)  Contributing factors to the judgment upon Jerusalem and Israel: 

a) Refusal to accept the Messiah, rejection of the plan of God (Luke 9:41, 11:29, 2 

Peter 2:9, 3:7). 

b) The abuse and murder of the righteous (Matt. 23:29-36 cf. Psa. 94:1, Isa. 34:8, 

61:2, Jer. 51:6). 

66)  The destruction fulfills a purpose; namely “that all things which are written may be 

fulfilled.” 

67)  Israel and Jerusalem in particular stood condemned by what had been written: 

a) The prophecy in Daniel (Daniel 9:26). 

b) Violation of the covenant with God- the consequences of disobedience had been 

detailed (Lev. 24:16ff, Deut. 28:15ff, 1 Kings 9:6-9 cf. Jer. 16:10-13). 

68)  Although it was spoken and not written, Jesus’ prophecy would also be fulfilled. 

69)  Several observations and applications for believers today regarding our passage: 

a) Recognize we live in the last days, a time of great evil and deception (2 Tim. 3:1ff, 

4:1ff, 2 Peter 3:3) 

b) Be alert to the schemes of the devil and resist spiritual compromise (2 Thess. 2:1ff, 

Eph. 6:11, James 4:7). 
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c) The believer that lacks discernment in these matters is easily “devoured” (1 Peter 

5:8). 

d) Disobedience guarantees varying degrees of “woe” or punishment (cf. God’s 

covenant with Israel- Lev. 26:14ff). 

e) Learn from the lessons being taught through Divine discipline (Heb. 12:11ff). 

f) As believers we ought never to cross the point of no return in disobedience (as did 

Israel,  Heb. 3:12-13, 6:4ff, 10:26ff). 
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Luke 21:23-24 "Woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those 

days; for there will be great distress upon the land, and wrath to this people, 
24

 and they 

will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and 

Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be 

fulfilled.  

Analysis of vv. 23-24: 

1) The Jewish War, 66-70 AD.
17

 

a) The Jewish rebellion against Rome began in Jerusalem, 66 AD. 

b) The Roman governor of Judaea, Gessius Florus abandoned Jerusalem. 

2) New government of Jewish rebels/patriots. 

a) Composed of the priestly aristocracy primarily identified with the Sadducees. 

b) Despite the rebellion, the Jewish leadership desired an end to hostilities. 

c) They attempted to avoid a permanent break with Rome. 

3) The governor of Roman Syria, Cestius Gallus, sends troops to Jerusalem. 

a) Defeated at the battle of Beth Horon by Jewish forces. 

b) The Jewish victory sparked further rebellion in other regions and cities (e.g. 

Galilee, Tiberias). 

4) Rival factions in Jerusalem. 

a) Priestly leadership in Jerusalem challenged by Zealots and Sicarii (“daggermen”, 

assassins). 

b) Jewish leadership names Joseph ben Mattitiyahu as commander of Galilee. 

5) The emperor Nero appoints Vespasian to quell the rebellion. 

6) Vespasian assembles forces in Antioch, 67 AD. 

a) Accompanied by his son, Titus. 

b) He began the campaign in Galilee. 

7) Vespasian is victorious in Galilee. 

a) Rebel forces were soundly defeated city by city. 

b) Notable victories at Gamla and Jotapata. 

8) The siege of Jotapata, 67 AD. 

a) Jewish forces commanded by Joseph ben Mattitiyahu. 

b) 47 day siege, ~40,000 Jews were killed. 

9) Joseph ben Mattitiyahu taken captive after hiding in an underground cave. 

a) He surrendered to the Romans despite many of his fellow defenders taking their 

own lives. 
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b) Allegedly, he prophesied to Vespasian that he would become the Roman emperor 

(this did eventually happen). 

c) His life was spared by Vespasian and Joseph became a Roman collaborator. 

d) He was freed by the end of the war and given Roman citizenship. 

e) Joseph assumed the Roman name, Flavius Joseph and was elevated in social 

status. 

f) Prominent historian of antiquity. 

10)  The defeat in Galilee sparked a civil war between the rebel government and the 

Zealots in Jerusalem. 

11)  Vespasian brings his army back to Caesarea and begins to subdue Judaea, 68 AD. 

12)  Politics in Rome.  

a) Nero commits suicide and Galba becomes emperor.  

b)  Galba is murdered by the Praetorian Guard, 69 AD. 

c) Vespasian eventually returns to Rome and becomes emperor, 69 AD. 

13)  Politics in Jerusalem.  

a) Inter-factional fighting among the Zealots in Jerusalem causes havoc in the city. 

b) The control of the city was divided among different factions. 

c) The infighting depleted much of the resources that were necessary to withstand the 

siege. 

14)  Titus assumes command of the Roman forces and begins the siege of Jerusalem, 69 

AD. 

a) Erected a wall of circumvallation (i.e. the city is encircled by a “fort”). 

b) The defensive works were eventually overcome and walls breached. 

15)  Jerusalem is conquered, 70 AD. 

a) The city and the temple are devastated. 

b) Some prominent rebel leaders were taken captive to Rome. 

c) These rebel leaders were displayed as a part of Titus’ triumphal procession in 

Rome. 

16)  It’s evident from our passage that the war with Rome would be particularly hard on 

woman. 

17) “Woe” conveys a state of intense hardship or distress (οὐαί, ouai- Revelation 8:13 

And I looked, and I heard an eagle flying in midheaven, saying with a loud voice, 

"Woe, woe, woe, to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining blasts of 

the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!"). 

18) Specifically those who are pregnant and nursing babies. 

19) The land and people would bear the brunt of God’s righteous judgment 
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20)  Jesus emphasizes this point, saying, “there will be great distress upon the land, and 

wrath to this people” 

21)  There are accounts of cannibalism that occurred during the siege of the Jerusalem 

(e.g. Mary of Bethezob who had fled to Jerusalem).
18

 

22)  These circumstances had been foretold for those that rejected God and His directives 

(Deut. 28:49-57 cf. Lev. 26:29 also other siege conditions- 2 Kings 6:24ff). 

23)  As horrible as the conditions became in the city and the land, the Jews as whole was 

–v to the POG. 

24)  Keep in mind they weren’t merely indifferent but manifested great hostility to the 

POG (cf. Acts 8:1, 3, 9:1, 23, 29, 14:5, 17:3, 20:19, 22:4, 26:10) 

25)  Ergo, they were responsible for their own desolation (Jer.2:17, 19, 4:18). 

26)  Those who are –v make choices to accept or reject God’s righteous standards. 

27)  The latter do so to their peril. 

28)  Many believers who routinely reject God’s directive will ponder why disaster has 

befallen them. 

29)  Like the Jews in our context, the find themselves in miserable circumstances of their 

own making. 

30)  Such believers search for external causes of their sufferings. 

31)  Although external factors may be identified, the actual cause is the believer’s neglect 

and rejection of God’s will (Prov. 1:27-32). 

32)  This is not in the realm of testing in the CWL. 

33)  Rather, this is squarely in the domain of Divine discipline (Psa. 107:17). 

34)  Instead if identifying external factors of misery, the believer ought to examine 

internal causes (i.e. sin in the life- Job 4:8, Gal.6:8). 

35)  Before asking “Why?” the believer should assess the real condition of his CWL. 

36)  Many of the royal family are laboring under self-deception, rationalization and 

spiritual lethargy. 

37)  Consequently, they are spiritually dull and unable make an honest self-appraisal. 

38)  They don’t recognize that their relationship with the Father has been seriously 

compromised. 

39)  God is absolute righteousness (Psa. 97:2, 145:17, Isa.6:3, Rev.3:7, 4:8, 6:10). 

40)  Therefore, He is righteous in all His attitudes and actions (2 Sam. 22:31, Rev. 19:2, 

11). 

41)  As His children, we are naturally directed to uphold and exhibit Godly attitudes and 

actions in our lives (cf. Rom. 12:1, Eph. 4:1). 
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42)  In v. 24 Jesus depicts what’s in store for the Jews as a consequence of their 

disobedience. 

43)  The inhabitants of Jerusalem “will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led 

captive into all the nations.” 

44)  To “fall by the edge of the sword” euphemistically refers to death in battle and the 

indiscriminate massacre that followed the siege. 

45)  Although Jerusalem is in focus, many fell by the edge of sword in other cities in 

Israel from 66-70 AD (e.g. Jotapata- see outline). 

46)  Many of the Jews that survived were led into captivity and dispersed among the 

nations in the Roman Empire. 

47)  The military defeat and subjugation of a nation is a prime example of Divine 

discipline (cf. Amalekites: Deut. 25:17-19, 1 Sam. 15:1ff, 1 Chron. 4:43, Assyrians: 

Nahum 2:1). 

48)  He uses nations to subdue other nations to accomplish His plan (Isaiah 44:28-45:1 

"It is I who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd! And he will perform all My desire.' 

And he declares of Jerusalem, 'She will be built,' And of the temple, 'Your foundation 

will be laid.'"Thus says the LORD to Cyrus His anointed, Whom I have taken by the 

right hand, To subdue nations before him, And to loose the loins of kings; To open 

doors before him so that gates will not be shut). 

49)  It’s a characteristic of arrogant rulers and sovereigns to believe they are masters of 

their own domain (e.g. Nebuchadnezzar- Dan. 4:28ff). 

50)  Arrogance in leadership invites humiliation by God (e.g. Uzziah- 2 Chron. 26:16-21). 

51)  Humility manifested in obedience results in blessing including military victory 

(Leviticus 26:6 -8 'I shall also grant peace in the land, so that you may lie down with 

no one making you tremble. I shall also eliminate harmful beasts from the land, and 

no sword will pass through your land. 
7
 'But you will chase your enemies, and they 

will fall before you by the sword; 
8
 five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of 

you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall before you by the sword, 

Joshua 23:8-11 "But you are to cling to the LORD your God, as you have done to 

this day. 
9
 "For the LORD has driven out great and strong nations from before you; 

and as for you, no man has stood before you to this day. 
10

 "One of your men puts to 

flight a thousand, for the LORD your God is He who fights for you, just as He 

promised you. 
11

 "So take diligent heed to yourselves to love the LORD your God). 

52)  In the case of the Jews, the Mosaic law stipulated this would occur for consistent 

rejection of God (Lev. 26:14-17, Deut. 28:25 cf. Judges 2:11-15). 

53)  The devastation of Jerusalem would completed by Titus in 70 AD. 
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54)  The fulfillment of the Jews being led captive into the nations is depicted on the arch 

of Titus in Rome 

 


