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Luke 20:1-4 And it came about on one of the days while He was teaching the people in 

the temple and proclaiming the gospel, that the chief priests and the scribes with the 

elders confronted Him, 
2
 and they spoke, saying to Him, "Tell us by what authority You 

are doing these things, or who is the one who gave You this authority?" 
3
 And He 

answered and said to them, "I shall also ask you a question, and you tell Me: 
4
 "Was the 

baptism of John from heaven or from men?"  

Analysis of vv. 1-4: 

1) Chapter 20 begins with Jesus teaching the people in the temple. 

2) The content included sound doctrine especially the particulars of the gospel (i.e. the 

good news of salvation). 

3) The phrase translated “preaching the gospel” is better translated, “proclaiming the 

gospel.” 

4) Although we have multiple words in the phrase, the translation is based on one verb in 

the Greek (εὐαγγελίζω, euaggelizo). 

5) The verb euaggelizo is to proclaim or announce good news (Luke 2:10, Acts 11:20). 

6) Here, we have the public declaration of salvation for all; this isn’t just good news, but 

great news for those that were receptive to the teaching of the Lord (Acts 20:20-21). 

7) There were some Jews that were receptive to Jesus’ teaching albeit a small minority. 

8) Some of those who were interested in the truth felt compelled to be secretive because 

of persecution (cf. John 7:13, 12:42, 19:38). 

9) While teaching, the Lord was confronted by another group. 

10)  Luke cites this group was composed of the chief priests, scribes, and the elders. 

11) This showdown in Jerusalem was inevitable as the Lord had indicated (Matt. 16:21, 

Luke 9:22). 

12)  It’s likely this group was a delegation from the Sanhedrin, a group that wielded 

religious and civil authority in Jerusalem.
1
 

a) “chief priests”: included the acting high priest, former high priests along with 

members of the privileged families from which the high priests  

b) “scribes”: experts in the Mosaic Law; frequently associated with the Pharisees 

(Matt. 5:20, 23:ff, Luke 11:53). 

c) “elders”: tribal and family leaders (Acts 4:5ff). 

13) They interrupted His teaching by demanding that He reveal the source of His 

authority for “doing these things.” 

                                              
1
 ISBE, s.v. Sanhedrin. 
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14)  “These things” refer to His teaching, evangelizing and recent expulsion of the 

merchants from the temple. 

15)  The concise answer to their question: Jesus received His authority from God the 

Father not men (John 5:19, 22; 33-35; 8:28, 12:49). 

16)  Yet to the demand, Jesus responds with a question of His own, saying, “I shall also 

ask you a question, and you tell Me: Was the baptism of John from heaven or from 

men?” 

17)  In other words, was John and his ministry sponsored by God or by man. 

18)  To answer “from God” would legitimize John as a bona fide prophet, and validate his 

message concerning repentance and the Messiah (cf. John 1:29-34). 

19)  To answer “from man” would discredit John and his teaching.  

20)  It is this latter position that the religious leaders held (Matt. 3:5-10, Luke 7:30).  

21)  However, many of the people viewed John as legitimate prophet. 

22)  To denounce John would incur the wrath of the people. 

23)  We see these leaders were in a dilemma regarding the Lord’s question. 

24)  Jesus is quite clever in this regard; likewise we ought to use our spiritual wiles in 

various circumstances (Matt. 10:16 cf. Rom. 16:19). 
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Luke 20:5-8 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' 

He will say, 'Why did you not believe him?' 
6
 "But if we say, 'From men,' all the people 

will stone us to death, for they are convinced that John was a prophet." 
7
 And they 

answered that they did not know where it came from. 
8
 And Jesus said to them, "Neither 

will I tell you by what authority I do these things."  

Analysis of vv. 5-8: 

1) In v. 5 Luke reveals the reaction to Jesus’ question regarding the baptism of John. 

2) Some particulars regarding baptisms and the baptism of John: 

a) The Bible references a variety of baptisms, some of which involve water and some 

which do not (“wet” and “dry”). 

b) Baptism as a rite of immersion didn’t originate with Christians but was in part 

derived from Jewish ritual washings. 

c) Jewish ritual washing emphasized cleansing and purification (Ex. 29:4, Num. 8:7, 

19:1ff, Mark 7:4). 

d) Scripture makes it clear that external rituals do not cleanse the individual from sin 

(1 Peter 3:21 cf. Heb. 10:1-10 also 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.). 

e)  Various baptisms found in Scripture focus on identifying an object with another 

object (person or thing). 

f) The term baptism never means to christen or name. 

g) The Doctrine of Baptisms is classified as an elementary or basic doctrine 

(Hebrews 6:1-2 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let 

us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead 

works and of faith toward God, 
2
 of instruction about washings, and laying on of 

hands, and the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.). 

h) Christian Baptism. 

i) This ritual portrays the believer’s identification with Christ in His death, burial, 

and resurrection. 

ii) The lowering of the believer to immerse under the water depicts death. 

iii) Immersion under the water portrays burial. 

iv) Rising back out of the waster depicts resurrection. 

v) It was commanded of the disciples by Christ prior to His final ascension (Matt. 

28:16-20). 

vi) Water baptism is not a means of obtaining salvation, only faith in Christ is 

necessary (John 3:16, Acts 16:22-33, Eph. 2:8-9). 
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vii) The ritual symbolizes the real identification that occurred at the point of 

faith in Christ. 

i) John and his baptism (Matt. 3:1-10, Mark 1:4-5, Luke 3:3, John 1:25-33). 

i) John baptized by immersion in water. 

ii) John’s baptism was different from Christian baptism (Acts 19:1-5). 

iii) In John’s day Israel was mired in unbelief and adhered to a works based 

religion in order to attain salvation (i.e. observance of the Mosaic Law, cf. 

Matt. 23:15, Luke 11:52). 

iv) This baptism symbolized a change of mind in regard to their legalistic 

observance of the Law and the coming Messiah. 

v) It represented a break from the past and anticipated the future baptism of the 

Holy Spirit for all believers. 

3) The chief priests, scribes, and elders debated among themselves about the best way to 

answer His question. 

4) They reasoned if they said “From heaven” then clearly they had failed to accept his 

message and submit to his baptism (i.e. a baptism of repentance, Matt. 21:25). 

5) Alternatively, the other side of the dilemma, if “from men” they would deny the 

legitimacy of John as a true prophet. 

6) John was widely regarded as a true prophet by the people; ergo to deny his legitimacy 

would incur the wrath of the people. 

7) Although the mob didn’t rule per say, the leaders had a real fear of the people turning 

on them (cf. Matt. 14:5, 21:46, 26:5). 

8) The penalty for a false prophet was stoning; here, the leaders feared the same penalty 

would be inflicted upon those who deny a true prophet (Matt. 21:26 cf. Deut. 13:5ff, 

18:20-22). 

9) In a vain effort to weasel out of this dilemma, they feigned ignorance answering “they 

did not know where it came from” (Matt. 21:27). 

10) It’s significant their reasoning didn’t involve an honest inquiry into the truth; at this 

point, their minds are closed to the truth. 

11)  Instead they were seeking the most expedient way to extricate themselves from this 

dilemma and save face. 

12)  Public persona and appearance mattered most to these leaders (cf. Matt. 23:27-28). 

13)  Yet they were dishonorable and hypocritical. 

14)  Despite all appearances, God is perfectly aware of all our inner thoughts 

(omniscience- 1 Kings 8:39, Psa. 44:21, Prov. 5:21, 15:11). 

15)  Jesus, having listened to their disingenuous answer, responded, “Neither will I tell 

you by what authority I do these things.” 
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16)  In Matthew’s Gospel the Lord strongly condemns these leaders (Matt.21:28-32).  

17)  Note the Lord didn’t bother to cast pearls before swine (Matt. 7:6). 

18)  Believers ought to follow this course with those who repeatedly reject the truth of 

God’s word. 

19)  These individuals reveal themselves to be fools (Prov. 1:7). 

20)  Scripture directs us to cease communication with fools and leave their presence in 

certain situations (Prov. 14:7, 23:9) 

21)  To reject God’s word is to reject His authority; a foolish endeavor at any point. 

22)  Consider the following regarding Divine authority: 

a)  God is the ultimate authority and His authority is not derived from any other 

source. 

b) Because His authority is supreme, universal and immutable, we refer to His 

authority as His sovereignty. This is demonstrated in His title, “the Most High” 

(Exo. 15:18, Psa. 29:10, 146:10, Dan. 4:17, 34-37). 

c) All authority among men is derived from God (John 19:10-11; Rom. 13:1-2). 

23)  The authority of Jesus Christ. 

a) As eternal God He has always been Sovereign King of the universe, and so 

possesses supreme authority (Isa. 9:6, 1 Tim. 6:15-16 cf. Rev. 19:16). 

b) As the greater son of David, He is King of Israel (John 1:49, 12:13). 

c) As the glorified God/man, He has been given supreme authority in the universe 

(Eph. 1:20-23, Phil. 3:20-21). 

d) Experientially, all things will eventually be made subject to His authority (1 Cor. 

15:24-25). 

24)  His authority extends over:  

a) The Church (Col. 1:18, Eph. 1:20-23; 5:23). 

b) Nations (Psa. 2:7-9; Rev. 19:15). 

c) Angels (1 Pet. 3:22). 

d) All creation (Col. 1:16, Heb. 2:5, 8). 

e) Each believer (1 Cor. 11:3). 

25)  It’s also worth noting that the Lord was subject to legitimate authorities during His 1
st
 

advent. 

a) God the Father (John 15:10). 

b) The establishment chain of command (civil authorities) (Matt. 17:24-27 cf. Matt. 

22:21, John 19:10-11). 

26)  Believers are to recognize that authority in the establishment chain of command 

exists because of the will of God. 
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27)  Again, all authority comes from God. We are commanded to be in subjection to the 

governing authorities and to obey the laws of the land (1 Peter 2:13 cf. Rom. 13:1). 

28)  Since all authority comes from God, the one who resists authority has opposed the 

ordinance of God and will receive condemnation (Rom. 13:2). 

29)  The establishment chain of command or government is established by God for the 

benefit and protection of those who manifest good behavior (Rom. 13:3-4). 

30)  We are to be in subjection, not just because of wrath, but for the sake of a good 

conscience (Rom. 13:5). 

31)  This God-appointed authority extends even to the collection of taxes (Rom. 13:6-7). 

32)  Obedience is required even if the laws and policies of the government are unjust. 

33)  Civil disobedience is acceptable only in extreme cases under what is known as the 

higher spiritual principle. 

a) State interference with MPR and/or spiritual function (Dan. 6:1-10, Acts 5:17-29). 

b) State enforced idolatry (Dan. 3:1-18). 

c) State enforced criminal activity such as genocide (Ex. 1:15-22). 

34)  Believers are commanded to pray for those in authority (1 Tim. 2:1-2). 
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Luke 20:9-12 And He began to tell the people this parable: "A certain man planted a 

vineyard and rented it out to vine-growers, and went on a journey for a long time. 
10

 "And 

at the harvest time he sent a slave to the vine-growers, in order that they might give him 

some of the produce of the vineyard; but the vine-growers beat him and sent him away 

empty-handed. 
11

 "And he proceeded to send another slave; and they beat him also and 

treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 
12

 "And he proceeded to send 

a third; and this one also they wounded and cast out.  
 

Analysis of vv. 9-12: 

 

1) Jesus begins to tell a parable to the people and presumably to the members of the 

Sandhedrin who were still present (cf. Matt.21:22, the 2
nd

 person pl. imperative 

“Listen”, ἀκούσατε, akousate, includes the Pharisees and co.). 

2) Despite the interruption, Christ doesn’t miss a beat and continues to teach. 

3) His characteristic mode of teaching was in parables (παραβολή, parabole - 

Matthew 13:34-35 All these things Jesus spoke to the multitudes in parables, and He 

did not speak to them without a parable, 
35

 so that what was spoken through the 

prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "I will open My mouth in parables; I will utter 

things hidden since the foundation of the world., Mark 4:33-34 And with many such 

parables He was speaking the word to them as they were able to hear it; 
34

 and He did 

not speak to them without a parable; but He was explaining everything privately to 

His own disciples, also John 16:25  – “figurative language” - παροιμία, paroimia, 

John 10:6, 2 Peter 2:22). 

4) The use of parables or figurative language effectively weeded out those who had a 

genuine interest in God’s plan and those who did not. 

5) Those who desired to know the truth figured it out or sought clarification. 

6) Those who had a passing curiosity in the Lord’s teaching went on their way oblivious 

or disinterested. 

7) In the parable, a land owner planted a vineyard and leased it to tenants. 

8) After settling these affairs, he went on an extended journey. 

9) The landowner expected to collect some of the harvest in this arrangement. 

10)  This was common arrangement with absentee land lords and tenant farmers or in this 

context, vine-growers. 

11)  The “certain man” may be identified as God the Father. 

12)  Additionally, the vineyard represents Israel. 

13)  Israel is represented by various objects in Scripture: 

a) Olive tree (Jer. 11:16-17, Hos. 14:5-6, Rom. 11:16-18, 24). 
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b) Fig tree (Jer. 8:13 ; 24:1-10, 29:17, Hos. 9:10, Joel 1:7 – ‘My fig tree’, Micah 7:1-

2, Mark 11:13-14 cf. 20- 21,  Luke 21:29-32). 

c) Grape vine, vineyard (Psa. 80:5-14, Isa. 5:1-7, Jer. 2:21, Luke 20:9-17). 

14)  As the God of Israel, He is the “planter” of the nation. 

15)  Luke’s account is somewhat abbreviated.  

16) The account in Matthew and Mark contain additional details to the parable (Matt. 

21:33, Mark 12:1). 

17)  These passages depict more than planting and leasing out the vineyard. 

18)  We see the landowner also takes the takes the following action: 

a) Constructs an enclosure or wall. 

b) Digs a wine press or vat. 

c) Builds a tower. 

19)  A wall would provide protection for the vines from the depredations and possibly the 

elements. 

20)  More importantly it would serve to mark the boundaries of the property. 

21)  A wine press and trough would be necessary to process and collect the “fruit of the 

vine.” 

22)  The tower would serve as a look out post and a refuge. 

23)  Essentially all the necessary elements were set in place for the vineyard to be well-

managed and productive. 

24)  This if course is the natural expectation for the vineyard. 

25)  The parable finds a parallel with how God established Israel in the land. 

26)  Following their deliverance from Egypt and subsequent wanderings in the 

wilderness, Israel was finally established in the promised land (Psa. 80:8 cf. Psalm 

44:1-3 For the choir director. A Maskil of the sons of Korah . O God, we have heard 

with our ears, Our fathers have told us, The work that Thou didst in their days, In the 

days of old. 
2
 Thou with Thine own hand didst drive out the nations; Then Thou didst 

plant them; Thou didst afflict the peoples, Then Thou didst spread them abroad. 
3
 For 

by their own sword they did not possess the land; And their own arm did not save 

them; But Thy right hand, and Thine arm, and the light of Thy presence, For Thou 

didst favor them.). 

27)  The borders of Israel have been established by God regardless of the mandates of 

various governments and other organizations. 

28)  The territory to be inhabited by Israel was initially alluded to in the Abrahamic 

Covenant (Gen 12:1-2, 15:18). 

29)  Furthermore, it is a permanent inheritance for Israel despite the nation’s spiritual 

failings throughout history (Gen. 13:14-15- “forever”-  ם ָֽ ַעד־עֹול  , ad-olam). 
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30)  These failings do not invalidate the original covenant with God.  

31) The rejection of the covenant with God has resulted in divine discipline but not 

forfeiture of ownership of the land. 

32)  Similarly, our failings as believers result in chastisement by God, but in no way 

nullify our salvation or eternal security (cf. 1 Sam. 28:19, Rom. 8:38-39).  

33)  Following the harvest, the landowner sends one of his slaves to collect some of the 

produce of the vineyard. 

34)  However, the vine growers “beat him and sent him away empty-handed.” 

35)  Our term “beat” is to whip or strike; a physical beating is in view (δέρω, dero- Mark 

12:3, 13:9, 2 Cor. 11:20). 

36)  The landowner proceeded to send a 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 slave. 

37)  These were also physically abused and thrown out. 

38)  The 2
nd

 slave is said to be treated “shamefully.” 

39)  This term refers to being dishonored and ridiculed (ἀτιμάζω, atimazo-John 8:49). 

40)  Marks account indicates he was struck on the head (Mark 12:4, κεφαλιόω, 

kephalioo). 

41)  A 3
rd

 slave is sent, but is “wounded and cast out.” 

42)  The word “wounded” refers to a physical wound or trauma (τραυματίζω, 

traumatizo- Acts 19:16). 

43)  “Cast out” is to physically drive out; it is a stronger term than to be “sent away” 

(ἐκβάλλω, ekballo- Acts 7:58) 

44)  Although Luke’s account depicts three slaves, Matthew and Mark refer to other 

slaves being sent to the vine growers. 

45)  These also faced physical beatings and trauma with some being murdered (Matt. 

21:35-36, Mark 12:5). 

46)  The treatment of the slaves portrays an escalation of violence. 

47)  The slaves represent the messengers of God, the prophets who were sent to the 

people. 

48)  In general terms, the prophets were sent to reveal the directive will of God (e.g. 

teaching His wisdom, warnings, the revelation of impending judgment, etc.- 2 Kings 

17:13, 23, Jer. 35:15, 44:4-5). 

49)  Ideally, the people would respond with obedience and conformity to the words of the 

prophet (cf. Jonah 3:4-5). 

50)  In this sense, they would be productive and bear fruit. 

51)  Yet frequently a positive response to God’s word was not forthcoming (cf. Luke 

11:32). 
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52)  Indeed God’s messengers to Israel were frequently murdered for declaring His word 

(1 Kings 19:10, Luke 11:47-51). 

53)  The more spiritual apostasy prevailed in the nation, the greater the hostility to the 

prophets and their message. 

54)  Consequently, up to the time of Christ, Israel had experienced 2 major dispersions 

(~722 BC, 586 BC, 2 Kings 17:5-18, 2 Kings 18:11, 2 Chron. 36:15ff, Neh. 9:30, Jer. 

5:15ff). 

55)  In Jesus’ day the apostasy among the Jews was high as seen by their murderous 

attitudes and actions towards the Messiah (Matt. 16:4, Luke 4:29). 

56)  As we have studied, Jerusalem had a reputation for hostility towards God’s 

messengers (Luke 13:34). 

57)  Although we’re not prophets, believers today will face varying degrees of hostility 

when speaking the truth of sound doctrine or simply living a doctrinal life (2 Tim. 

3:12 cf. John 16:2). 

58)  Jesus was hated for doing this and so we as His disciples will be hated too (John 

15:20). 

59)  Enduring hostility is part of taking up our cross and following the Lord; it’s critical 

that we are mentally prepared (Matt. 16:24, Col. 1:24 also Acts 5:41, 21:13). 

60)  Focus on the reward and blessings (Matt. 5:10, Heb. 12:2). 
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Luke 20:13-16 "And the owner of the vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send my 

beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.' 
14

 "But when the vine-growers saw him, they 

reasoned with one another, saying, 'This is the heir; let us kill him that the inheritance 

may be ours.' 
15

 "And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What, therefore, 

will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 
16

 "He will come and destroy these vine-

growers and will give the vineyard to others." And when they heard it, they said, "May it 

never be!"  

Analysis of vv. 13-16: 

1) The situation that had developed was dire. 

2) Every slave that had been sent to the vine growers had been physically beaten and 

thrown out. 

3) For all his efforts, the landowner had yet to collect any produce. 

4) The landowner was unable to go himself so he pondered his next move. 

5) He decided to send his own son instead of another slave. 

6) The son is described as the “beloved son.” 

7) Our adjective “beloved” in this case pertains to one who is dearly loved (ἀγαπητός, 

agapetos-1 John 3:2). 

8) The father and son are portrayed as enjoying a special relationship. 

9) The “beloved son” represents Jesus Christ, the Beloved Son of God the Father. 

10)  His status as the beloved Son was affirmed on numerous occasions (Matt. 3:17, 17:5 

cf. Isa. 42:1). 

11)  In the parable, the son assumes the role of a servant on behalf of the father (Matt. 

12:18). 

12)  This exemplifies the role of the Lord in performing the directive will of God the 

Father (John 5:30, 36, 6:38). 

13)  It should give us great joy that as believers we also are “beloved” of God (Rom. 1:7, 

9:25-26 cf. Romans 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
39

 nor 

height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 

love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.). 

14)  Indeed, all of humanity is the object of God’s love in that He sent His Son in order to 

provide salvation (John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life, 1 

John 4:9). 

15)  We too ought to fulfill the role of a faithful servant considering the great love we’ve 

been shown by the Father (Rom. 12:1 cf.Rom.6:3). 
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16)  Regarding his son, the owner reflects, “Perhaps they will respect him.” 

17)  “Perhaps” connotes what might be expected (ἴσως, isos).  

18)  Although the servants had been abused, normally a certain amount of respect would 

be accorded the son of the owner. 

19)  Yet “normal” standards wouldn’t be upheld with the son; the vine growers had 

absolutely no regard for him. 

20)  As the owner portrays God the Father sending His Son, we mustn’t infer that the ill 

treatment of Christ by negative humanity, especially the Jews, was surprising. 

21)  Both the Father and the Son foreknew all of the details that would transpire during 1
st
 

Advent (cf. Isa. 53:3, 10, John 1:11). 

22)  The Messiah was abused just as the prophets who had declared His appearing. 

23)  It’s important to see that the owner refrained from righteous retaliation after his 

slaves had been mistreated by the tenants.  

24)  He sought to provide every opportunity to the tenants to honor his demand for 

payment. 

25)  The lack of retaliation portrays God’s grace and patience. 

26)  God gives an individual every opportunity to accept the Messiah. 

27)  We ought to understand Divine grace as encompassing all that God has done to bring 

fallen, hostile, and sinful men into a just, perfect, and eternal relationship with 

Himself (Rom. 5:8, 10, Eph. 2:1-5). 

28)  Indeed, in His dealings with Israel… past, present and future, Divine grace and 

patience are manifested in abundance (Neh. 9:17-31, Jer. 3:12-17). 

29)  Yet Israel frequently tested His patience as they rejected His directive will (Psa. 95:9, 

Isa. 43:24). 

30)  Nevertheless, Israel was given time to change and adhere to His commands 

31)  He too provides a time of grace to us in order to make adjustments in the CWL so 

that we adhere to His plan (1 Peter 3:9, 20). 

32)  Some use this period of grace before judgment to increase in their evil conduct as did 

the Jews (Hosea 13:2ff cf. Eccl. 8:11-12). 

33)  The Jews wouldn’t heed their own history and turn to God; Jerusalem and the 

country had already been despoiled due to sin (cf. Jer. 44:2-6). 

34)  The rejection of grace eventuates in judgment; this is true for both individuals and 

nations (Heb. 10:29, Jude 1:4). 

35)  Instead of showing contempt for God’s grace, one ought to make the most of the 

opportunity (Rom. 2:4). 
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36)  In v. 14 the Lord reveals the response of the evil vine growers saying, “But when the 

vine-growers saw him, they reasoned with one another, saying, 'This is the heir; let us 

kill him that the inheritance may be ours.'” 

37)  They were under the impression that the son had come to take possession of the 

vineyards presumably because the owner was dead. 

38)  In certain cases of “ownerless property” tenants could make a claim for ownership.
2
 

39)  They decided on a course of action: kill the son. 

40)  Therefore, “they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.” 

41)  This graphically depicts the response of many of the Jews to Jesus (cf. Matt. 26:4, 

John 11:47-53). 

42)  The Lord was “thrown out” of Jerusalem and crucified outside the city gates (John 

19:17, Heb. 13:12). 

43)  Greed formed the basis for their evil actions (much like the Pharisees, Luke 16:14). 

44)  Jesus poses a question, “What, therefore, will the owner of the vineyard do to them?” 

45)  The response in v. 16, “He will come and destroy these vine-growers and will give 

the vineyard to others.” 

46)  Matthew’s gospel indicates that the response was from the crowd (Matt. 21:41- 

“They said to Him…”). 

47)  Here, they unwittingly condemn themselves. 

48)  The destruction of the vine growers primarily involved two events: 

a) The commencement of the Church Age, 33 AD. 

b) The destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, 70 AD. 

49)  Regarding the former, the Church assumed the role of new vine growers in God’s 

plan (Matt. 18:17, 22:1-14, 28:19, John 10:16, Acts 13:46). 

50)  Scripture indicates the rejection of Israel is temporary (cf. Rom. 11:1ff) 

51)  Some in the crowd were unwilling to accept the realities involved in the parable so 

strongly reacted saying, “May it never be!” 

52)  The notion that the leaders would act as the evil vine growers and the forfeiture of the 

land/destruction of Jerusalem, wasn’t allowed at all. 

  

                                              
2
 Arnold, 730. 



Luke 20 

827 

 

Luke 20:17-18 But He looked at them and said, "What then is this that is written, 'The 

stone which the builders rejected, This became the chief corner stone'? 
18

 "Everyone who 

falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him 

like dust."  

1) Jesus responds to those who exclaim, “May it never be!” in v. 16. 

2) Prior to responding, Luke records that Jesus “looked at them.” 

3) The verb translated “looked” is to look intently or to fix one’s gaze upon someone 

(ἐμβλέπω, emblepo- Mark 14:67, Luke 22:60-61 But Peter said, "Man, I do not 

know what you are talking about." And immediately, while he was still speaking, a 

cock crowed. 
61

 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the 

word of the Lord, how He had told him, "Before a cock crows today, you will deny 

Me three times."). 

4) This adds a degree of gravitas to the occasion. 

5) He poses the question, “What then is this that is written, 'The stone which the builders 

rejected, This became the chief corner stone'?” 

6) Note the italics in “chief corner stone.” which a literal translation would render “chief  

or head of the corner.” 

7) The corner stone was a key element in building and supporting the foundation of a 

building. 

8) Jesus quotes from Psa. 118 (Psa. 118:22). 

9) The particular stone in our verse was rejected by the builders as unsuitable or inferior. 

10)  Yet this very stone would be the chief corner stone, the essential part of the structure. 

11) The stone in question and its rejection represents the rejection of Jesus as the Messiah 

by the Jews; in particular, the religious leadership, “the builders” (John 1:11, 5:43 cf. 

Acts 4:8ff). 

12)  Despite the protestation and rejection, Jesus is affirming that He is the chief corner 

stone. 

13)  He is the chief corner stone or essential element of the POG for all humanity (cf. Isa. 

28:16, Rom. 9:33, Eph. 2:20, 1 Peter 2:6-7 also 1 Cor. 3:9). 

14)  An examination of Matthew and Mark reveals these authors also quote Psa. 118:22 

but include v. 23 as well (Psalm 118:22 The stone which the builders rejected Has 

become the chief corner stone. 
23

 This is the LORD's doing; It is marvelous in our 

eyes, cf.  Matthew 21:42 Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures, 

'The stone which the builders rejected, This became the chief corner stone; This came 

about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in our eyes '?, Mark 12:10-11"Have you not 

even read this Scripture: 'The stone which the builders rejected, This became the chief 

corner stone; 
11

 This came about from the Lord, And it is marvelous in our eyes '?" ). 



Luke 20 

828 

 

15)  The cornerstone was established by God and ought not to be a cause for wonder. 

16)  Jesus points to the obvious meaning of the verses: the rejection of the cornerstone, 

Himself, leads to judgment as seen in v. 18. 

17)  Jesus plainly states, “Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; but 

on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.” 

18)  The falling on the stone represents the rejection of the Gospel. 

19) The one who rejects the truth will be “broken to pieces” (συνθλάω, sunthlao- to 

crush or be dashed to pieces). 

20)  To be “broken to pieces” speaks of the judgment that befalls the unbeliever. 

21)  The second scenario in v. 18 depicts the stone falling on someone with equally 

devastating consequences. 

22)  This one will be scattered “like dust” (λικμάω, likmao- to grind into dust). 

23)  The actions of being broken to pieces and scattered like dust apply to the certain 

destructive judgment that will come upon the unbeliever in time and eternity (cf. 

imagery of chaff. Psa. 1:4, Mal. 4:1, Matt. 3:12, Luke 3:17). 

24)  The autonomy of the individual is no longer a factor at this point; the unbeliever is 

judged by an outside agent. 

25)  The judgment of the unbeliever will be carried out by the “Corner stone”, Jesus 

Christ, and will culminate sentencing to the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:11ff). 
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Luke 20:19-20 And the scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on Him that 

very hour, and they feared the people; for they understood that He spoke this parable 

against them. 
20

 And they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, in 

order that they might catch Him in some statement, so as to deliver Him up to the rule 

and the authority of the governor.  

Analysis of vv. 19-20: 

1) The parable as taught by the Lord was offensive to the scribes and chief priests. 

2) This reaction was proving to be typical in response to Jesus’ teaching (Matt. 15:1-14). 

3) As a general principle, teaching Divine viewpoint frequently elicits hostility in those 

who –v or hardened by sin. 

4) Believers ought to speak the truth without equivocation regardless of the anticipated 

fallout (i.e. hostile response). 

5) Resistance to the truth is not a legitimate deterrent to speak the truth. 

6) Let God and His word be known (Psa. 40:10). 

7) We mustn’t allow fear to nullify opportunities to give the Gospel or explain the 

particulars of Bible doctrine (Acts 5:29ff, 20:20, 26-27). 

8) Sinful fear is a mental attitude sin and isn’t an acceptable emotional response to 

various circumstances, even dire situations (cf. Prov. 3:25, Matt. 10:31). 

9) Fear, worry and anxiety are oppressive. Further, they rob the believer of happiness 

and prevent him from being spiritually alert (Prov. 12:25, Luke 21:34). 

10) The believer may overcome any fear or anxiety through faith in God’s provision and 

reliance on His power (i.e. Faith-Rest, Psa. 27:1, 56:3-4). 

11)  We must have complete confidence in His ability to carry us through any adversity 

that we encounter in our life (Psa. 27:14; 37:5; 91:2ff, cf. Heb. 11:6). 

12)  The spiritually astute believer recognizes that God is firmly in control and is working 

to benefit him (cf. Rom. 8:28). 

13) We see this is the approach Jesus used in His ministry. 

14)  The scribes and chief priests immediately began seeking a reason, any reason to lay 

hands on the Lord. 

15)  The primary reason: the parable was against them. 

16)  Yet they remained in fear of the reaction of the people if they were to seize Him 

(Luke 19:47-48).  

17)  Jesus continued to enjoy the popular support of the people…for the moment (Matt. 

21:11, Mark 11:18, John 6:15). 

18)  Additionally, despite their malicious intent, they were unable to bring legitimate 

charges against Jesus to take Him into custody. 
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19)  The conduct of Jesus was without reproach in any way. He was obedient to both the 

Mosaic Law and Roman law. 

20)  The believer ought to make every effort to follow the Lord in exemplary conduct 

(Eph. 5:8, James 3:13, 1 Peter 1:15, 2:12, 3:1-2, 16).  

21)  The support of the people further fueled their animosity and they continued scheming 

(Matt. 26:4). 

22)  Rather than direct confrontation, the Lord’s detractors resorted to an indirect, cunning 

approach. 

23)  They carefully observed Jesus and sent in spies who “pretended to be righteous.” 

24)  Mark’s gospel reveals that these spies comprised in part the Pharisees and Herodians 

(Mark 12:13). 

25)  The goal was to entrap Jesus into making any statement that would violate the law 

whether Mosaic or Roman. 

26)  If He could be caught, then they would bring Him up on charges to “the authority of 

the governor.” 

27)  This was their grand scheme; nevertheless, like all their other schemes, it would be 

frustrated much to their chagrin. 

28)  The corruption of the religious leaders is again brought to light. 

29) They resort to deceptive schemes to persecute the innocent. 
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Luke 20:21-22 And they questioned Him, saying, "Teacher, we know that You speak 

and teach correctly, and You are not partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth. 
22

 

"Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?"  

Analysis of vv. 21-22: 

1) After observing Jesus for a time, the religious leaders approached Him (scribes, chief 

priests, Pharisee, disciples of the Pharisees and Herodians, v. 19, Matthew 22:15-16 

Then the Pharisees went and counseled together how they might trap Him in what He 

said. 
16

 And they sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, 

"Teacher, we know that You are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer 

to no one; for You are not partial to any.). 

2) The Herodians were a political party that supported Herod Antipas. 

3) Although not mentioned as frequently as the Pharisees, the Herodians were also 

opponents of the Lord. 

4) They, like the Pharisees, harbored malicious intent and desired to kill Jesus (Mark 3:6 

cf. Mark 8:15). 

5) Again, their intent was to entrap Him into making a statement that would violate the 

law. 

6) Additionally, if He could be influenced into making statements that would cause Him 

to lose the popular support of the people, all the better. 

7) The leaders attempted to use flattery to achieve their end. 

8) They initially address Jesus saying, “Teacher, we know that You speak and teach 

correctly, and You are not partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth…” 

9) This opening address is entirely disingenuous coming from the religious leaders and 

their disciples. 

10)  They considered Jesus to be a blasphemer and accused Him of using Satanic power 

(Mark 3:22, Luke 5:21, 11:15). 

11)  Therefore, in no way did they believe Jesus spoke and taught correctly regarding the 

way of God. 

12)  They also point out that He’s not partial to any; That is, He doesn’t show favoritism 

(lit. “Do not receive a face”- Heb. idiom). 

13)  The intent of the flattery was to put Jesus at ease so that He wouldn’t be guarded in 

His response. 

14)  To these “spiritual” leaders, the ends justified the means. Never mind that flattery 

was a form of deceit. 

15)  Flattery is associated with deceit in Scripture (Psa. 5:9-10, 12:2, Prov. 26:28, Rom. 

16:17-18). 
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16)  They would attempt to use any means necessary to destroy Jesus. 

17)  Externally they appeared friendly, but internally they were filled with “violence.” 

18)  Although they were attempting to deceive Jesus with flattery, their statements about 

the Lord were completely accurate. 

19)  That is, Jesus always spoke and taught correctly, and was impartial in His dealings, 

always teaching the truth of Divine viewpoint (Matt. 4:23, 15:30, John 18:20, Acts 

10:38). 

20)  In a similar manner, it ought to be the desire for the believer to follow the Lord’s 

example in our speech and dealing with others. 

21)  We must endeavor to speak “correctly.” 

22)  The word translate “correctly” pertains to that which conforms closely to an accepted 

standard (ὀρθῶς, orthos).  

23)  Of course the standard to which we are to conform to is the WOG. 

24)  We are to refrain from lying in its many forms and speak the truth (Ex. 20:16, Lev. 

19:11). 

25)  This principle pertains to all men, but particularly with fellow royal family members 

(Eph. 4:15, 25, Col. 3:9). 

26)  Lying as one of numerous sins of the tongue is categorized as an abomination to God 

(Prov. 6:17, 12:22). 

27)  It will result in DD for the individual who is a habitual practitioner of deceit (Psa. 

5:6). 

28)  Conversely, the one who speaks the truth, like the Lord, is pleasing to Him. 

29)  God is the God of Truth so naturally as His children we have a responsibility to be 

truthful in all matters. 

30)  The astute believer will address this matter in prayer (cf. Psalm 120:2 Deliver my 

soul, O LORD, from lying lips, From a deceitful tongue., Psalm 141:3 Set a guard, O 

LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips). 

31)  Conducting ourselves in the truth will eventuate in blessing (Psa. 32:2 cf. John 1:47). 

32)  In general, the believer must exercise control over  his speech (Psa. 17:3, 39:1, Prov. 

13:2-3, 16:23, Titus 2:1, 15, 3:8, James 4:11). 

33)  The mouth speaks and reveals the content of the soul (Matt. 12:34-37, Luke 6:43-45). 

34)  Self-control in respect to one’s speech is a sign of spiritual maturity (Psa. 15:1-3, 

James 3:2 cf. Prov. 10:19). 

35)  What we say can have a powerful impact on those around us. 

36)  Furthermore, an uncontrolled tongue can wreak havoc (cf. James 3:5-8 So also the 

tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. Behold, how great 

a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! 
6
 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of 
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iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, 

and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. 
7
 For every species of 

beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed, and has been tamed by 

the human race. 
8
 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of 

deadly poison.). 

37)  Instead the content of our speech ought to edify and encourage those around us (Eph. 

4:29, 1 Thess. 5:11). 

38)  While those in the cosmos vent about circumstances in life and are overcome by 

negativity, the believer should be a source of positivity and encouragement. 

39)  After the complimentary preamble, the inquisitors get to the point asking, “Is it 

lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 

40)  The legitimacy and necessity of taxation is not being questioned per say. 

41)  The real question…Is it lawful for Jews to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? 

42)  The taxes refer to the taxes imposed on the Jews in connection with the Roman rule 

of Israel. 

43)  These taxes comprised a tribute to a foreign ruler, Caesar. 

44)  It’s not surprising that these taxes were particularly hated by the Jews and when 

introduced had prompted riots.
3
 

45)  The question was intended to place Jesus into a dilemma and phrased to elicit either a 

yes or no answer. 

46)  It was thought an affirmative answer would lead to loss of popular support of the 

people as most were opposed Roman rule. 

47)  A negative answer would incur the wrath of the Romans. 

  

                                              
3
 Marshall, 735. 
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Luke 20:23-26 But He detected their trickery and said to them, 
24

 "Show Me a denarius. 

Whose likeness and inscription does it have?" And they said, "Caesar's." 
25

 And He said 

to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that 

are God's." 
26

 And they were unable to catch Him in a saying in the presence of the 

people; and marveling at His answer, they became silent.  

Analysis of vv. 23-26: 

1) Jesus wasn’t fooled by their flattery. 

2) Luke reveals that the Lord “detected their trickery.” 

3) The term “detected” indicates Jesus was completely aware and further, He 

contemplated their question (κατανοέω, katanoeo cf. Rom. 4:19, Heb. 10:24). 

4) The word translated “trickery” carries the nuance of a readiness to do anything 

(πανουργία, panourgia). 

5) The term accurately reflects their modus operandi in trying to destroy Jesus. 

6) Here, and the other occurrences in the NT, the word panourgia carries a negative 

connotation where it is typically translated “craftiness” (5x- 1 Cor. 3:19, 2 Cor. 4:2, 

11:3, Eph. 4:14). 

7) He would now turn the tables and place His inquisitors in a dilemma. 

8) The Lord directs them, “Show Me a denarius.” 

9) Matthew adds some additional detail in this exchange. 

10)  Rather than “trickery”, Jesus is described as perceiving their “malice” (Matt. 22:18). 

11)  “Malice” refers to the general evil and ill will that pervaded their thinking (πονηρία, 

poneria- Mark 7:22, Luke 11:39). 

12)  Additionally, in Matthew, Jesus strongly condemns those who question Him saying, 

“Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites?” 

13)  They tested the Lord out of malice despite the respectful flattery. 

14)  Therefore, they were rightly called “hypocrites” (ὑποκριτής, hupokrites- cf. Mark 

12:15). 

15)  They were acting according their nature (cf. Matt. 15:7, 23:13ff) 

16)  Putting the Lord to the test is never a good idea, but to do so out of impure motives 

made it worse. 

17)  God certainly tests us, but it mustn’t be reciprocated (Deut. 8:2, Psa. 11:5). 

18)  Various unfavorable instances of putting God to the test: 

a) Complaining (Ex. 17:2-7). 

b) Lack of faith (Psa. 78:18-22). 

c) Inappropriate associations (prospective spouse, friends, etc., Joshua 23:12-13, 

James 4:4). 
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19)  The prime currency in Israel was Roman which included the “denarius” (δηνάριον, 

denarius). 

20)  It was a silver coin considered to be the equivalent of a day’s wage (cf. Matt. 20:2). 

21)  Also, it was currency used for paying taxes to Rome. 

22)  Jesus poses a question regarding the denarius, “Whose likeness and inscription does 

it have?” 

23)  He puts them on the defensive with this question to which they answer, “Caesar’s.”  

24)  Following the established pattern, Roman emperors took the title of “Caesar” 

(Καίσαρος, Kaisaros-Luke 2:1, Acts 25:11). 

25)  Here, the identity of the Caesar is Tiberius (Luke 3:1,14 AD- 37 AD). 

26)  The denarius bore the image of Tiberius accompanied by the inscription: “Tiberius 

Caesar, Augustus, son of the divine Augustus.”
4
 

27)  The inscription provides evidence of Emperor worship. 

28)  Indeed, Caesar also held the title of “Pontifex Maximus” “highest priest”, a title 

which is now bestowed upon the pope. 

29)  The image and the attribution of divinity to the Caesar was idolatrous (Ex. 20:3-5, 23 

cf. Herod- Acts 12:21-23). 

30)  The payment of taxes to a foreigner was also an issue with the Jews (cf. Deut. 17:15). 

31)  After receiving their answer, Jesus provides a simple resolution saying, “Then render 

to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 

32)  Despite the idolatrous characteristics of the denarius, paying taxes to Caesar didn’t 

constitute idolatry nor violate any other aspect of the Law. 

33)  Jesus advocates obedience to the state.  

34)  In terms of their “religious” life, they were to fulfill their duties and obligations to 

God. 

35)  In this case, obedience to Rome didn’t equate to disobedience to God; they were 

following the requirements of the state. 

36)  Furthermore, the payment of taxes wasn’t participating in Emperor worship in any 

form. 

37)  The Jews were expected to fulfill responsibilities to both Rome and God. 

38)  Bear in mind, as the Sovereign, God was sovereign over Rome (cf. Prov. 8:15, Dan. 

2:21, 37-38). 

39)  Submitting to the decrees of Rome was part of the DD on Israel for rebellion against 

God (cf. 2 Kings 17:1-3, Jer. 21:7-10). 

40)  In v. 26, we see the antagonists failed to entrap Jesus. 

                                              
4
 Arnold, 473. 
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41)  They were left speechless and amazed, unable to respond (Job 5:12-13 cf. Mark 

12:34, Luke 13:17, 14:6). 

42)  Obedience to one’s authorities will silence foolish antagonists (1 Peter 2:13-17). 

43)  Our obedience to various earthly authorities is required and follows our obedience to 

God (Prov. 24:21, Eccl. 8:2, Rom. 13:1-7, Tit. 3:1). 

44)  Clearly, we must put God above obedience to the state per the demand of 

circumstances (i.e. obedience to an authority would constitute disobedience to God- 

e.g. state sponsored idolatry, genocide, prohibition of evangelization- Acts 4:15-20, 

5:29). 

 

  



Luke 20 

837 

 

Luke 20:27-33 Now there came to Him some of the Sadducees (who say that there is no 

resurrection), 
28

 and they questioned Him, saying, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a 

man's brother dies, having a wife, and he is childless, his brother should take the wife and 

raise up offspring to his brother. 
29

 "Now there were seven brothers; and the first took a 

wife, and died childless; 
30

 and the second 
31

 and the third took her; and in the same way 

all seven died, leaving no children. 
32

 "Finally the woman died also. 
33

 "In the 

resurrection therefore, which one's wife will she be? For all seven had her as wife."  

Analysis of vv. 27-33: 

1) The next group to que up to question the Lord was the Sadducees. 

2) This group in comparison with the Pharisees tended towards a more liberal 

interpretation of the Law. 

3) Composed primarily of Jewish aristocracy, they controlled the Temple worship and 

the priesthood (Acts 4:1 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the 

captain of the temple guard, and the Sadducees, came upon them…,Acts 5:17 But 

the high priest rose up, along with all his associates…that is the sect of the 

Sadducees…and they were filled with jealousy). 

4) Although a religious party, they were heavily involved as political players in Israel 

during 1
st
 Advent. 

5) They were co-members of the Sanhedrin with the Pharisees (Acts 23:1-6). 

6) They also felt compelled as the Pharisees to go out to John the Baptist and be 

baptized. 

7) They intended to go through the motions without any true change in their thinking 

(i.e. actual repentance). 

8) Consequently, they were strongly and appropriately denounced by John during his 

ministry (Matt. 3:7). 

9) As evidenced in our verses and other passages, they are categorized as those put the 

Lord to the test (Matt. 16:1). 

10)  Luke indicates that the Sadducees denied the resurrection (“…who say that there is 

no resurrection”). 

11)  Clearly such a denial is in spite of the truth revealed by God in His word. 

12)  Even Job was fully aware of the reality of the resurrection of believers (Job 19:25-

26). 

13)  Jesus warned His disciples about the leaven or false doctrine that was promoted by 

the Sadducees (Matthew 16:6 And Jesus said to them, "Watch out and beware of the 

leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees." Matthew 16:11-12 "How is it that you do 

not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread? But beware of the leaven 



Luke 20 

838 

 

of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 
12

 Then they understood that He did not say to 

beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees). 

14)  They rejected numerous other passages dealing with resurrection (cf. Dan. 12:2). 

15)  Jesus had previously made reference to the resurrection of the righteous (Luke 

14:14).  

16)  Evidently, the Sadducees considered only the first five books of the OT, the Torah, as 

authoritative.
5
 

17)  The acceptance of only part of the revealed Scripture led to major theological issues 

of which the rejection of the doctrine of resurrection of the physical body was one. 

18)  Luke points out in Acts that they also rejected the existence of angels and spirits 

(Acts 23:8). 

19)  This mindset is similar to one held by many today regarding Scripture. 

20)  Many are of the opinion that Scriptural principles and doctrines can be accepted or 

rejected on a whim (i.e. based on one’s likes and dislikes). 

21)  The acceptance of only parts of Scripture leads to spiritual compromise. 

22)  God has blessed us with his word to be accepted in its entirety not piecemeal (cf. 

Deut. 17:19, Joshua 1:8, Rev. 1:3, 22:18-19). 

23)  We have the freedom to accept or reject His word; nevertheless we are to use this 

freedom to wholeheartedly receive and apply God’s wisdom (Gal. 5:13, 1 Peter 2:16). 

24)  If this isn’t your MA as a believer, it’s time to wake up (cf. Eph. 5:13, 1Thess. 5:6). 

25)  For their part, the Sadducees were jealous of Jesus. 

26)  Envy proved to be the motivating factor for handing over Jesus (Matt. 27:18, Mark 

15:10). 

27)  The question posed in vv. 28ff. was attempt to mock Jesus and His teaching on 

resurrection (ἀνάστασις, anastasis- rising up, resurrection). 

28)  They address the Lord, as “Teacher” as had the Pharisees in v. 21. 

29)  The question is hypothetical and is intentionally far-fetched to ridicule resurrection: 

What is the situation going to be for a woman who has had seven husbands? Which 

one of the seven is going to be her husband? 

30)  The scenario implies the possibility of polyandry in the resurrection. 

31)  The verses deal with the requirements of the levirate marriage. 

32)  A levirate marriage required the brother of a deceased man to father children with the 

dead brother’s wife in order to preserve the genealogical line of the deceased (Deut. 

25:5-10 cf. practice of kinsman-redeemer, Ruth 1:11-13, 4:1ff). 

33)  In the situation posed by the Sadducees, all the husbands died and finally the woman. 

                                              
5
 Arnold, 474. 
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34)  The question, “In the resurrection therefore, which one's wife will she be? For all 

seven had her as wife” presupposes that the fundamental institution of marriage would 

be preserved and practiced in “the resurrection.” 

35)  Jesus will dismantle their case in the following verses; first by pointing out this basic 

presupposition regarding marriage and the afterlife is incorrect. 
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Luke 20:34-36 And Jesus said to them, "The sons of this age marry and are given in 

marriage, 
35

 but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and the resurrection 

from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage; 
36

 for neither can they die 

anymore, for they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.  

Analysis of vv. 34-36: 

1) Jesus contrasts the institution of marriage in the current age and the eternal state. 

2) Although not present in our verses, the Lord gives a strong correction to the 

Sadducees in Matthew (Matt. 22:29). 

a) He leads out with “You are mistaken…” 

b) The verb translated “mistaken” refers to being self-deceived or misled by one’s 

judgment (πλανάω, planao). 

c) The term also carries the nuance of wandering astray or to wander about aimlessly. 

d) The Sadducees rejected the resurrection yet their position was untenable. 

e) They fell short in their understanding in 2 primary areas: the Scriptural details 

regarding resurrection and the power of God involved in the resurrection. 

f) The Sadducees didn’t view the bulk of Scripture available to them to be 

authoritative (only Torah). 

g) Therefore they didn’t have all the facts and failed to grasp God’s directive will in 

the matter. 

h) It’s through His power that we will be resurrected.  

i) The precedent was the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 6:14 cf. Rom. 6:4, Phil. 

3:21). 

j) They are examples of fools that despise wisdom and instruction (Prov. 1:7). 

k) Such an attitude is typical of –v: no regard for the realm of doctrine or the One 

who inspired it. 

l) In contrast, +v seeks a full understanding of God and His word (Prov. 18:15 cf. 

Psa. 119:127, Prov. 23:23). 

3) Jesu affirms the current practice of marriage saying, “The sons of this age marry and 

are given in marriage…” 

4) The Divine institution of marriage has been consistently practiced by mankind since 

its establishment in the Garden of Eden. 

5) “Sons of this age” is a general reference to all of humanity alive on the planet. 

6) Furthermore, “this age” refers to temporal life on earth compared to “that age” which 

refers to afterlife.  

7) In trying to ridicule Jesus and His teaching, the Sadducees proposed that marriage 

would continue to be observed. 
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8) The Lord draws a contrast in v. 35 that corrects their presumption, saying “but those 

who are considered worthy to attain to that age and the resurrection from the dead, 

neither marry, nor are given in marriage”. 

9) Note the contrast is drawn with those who partake in the life of “that age.” 

10)  The phrase “that age” is synonymous with “the age to come, eternal life” (cf. Luke 

18:30). 

11)  Significantly not all of humanity will partake in the life of this new age referred to by 

Jesus. 

12)  He specifies only “those who are considered worthy.” 

13)  This phrase is translated from a single participle which generally means to consider 

worthy to receive some privilege or benefit (οἱ [δὲ] καταξιωθέντες, hoi 

kataxiothentes). 

14)  Therefore only some will attain to “that age and the resurrection of the dead.” 

15)  Here, “the resurrection of the dead” is the resurrection of the righteous previously 

referred to by the Lord (Luke 14:13-14 "But when you give a reception, invite the 

poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 
14

 and you will be blessed, since they do not 

have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 

righteous.").  

16)  Although there is more than one resurrection of the dead, all those resurrected 

certainly do not receive privilege or benefit. 

17)  An example of this scenario is the resurrection of all unbelievers. 

18)  This is the final resurrection that is recorded and encompasses the bodily 

resurrection of all unbelievers. 

19)  Prior to this resurrection, the souls of all unbelievers reside in Hades (cf. Luke 16 22-

23). 

20)  At this point in time all unbelievers will be raised from the dead and provided with a 

resurrection body (Dan. 12:2, John 5:29). 

21)  Following the dissolution of the original creation, all unbelievers of human history, 

beginning with Cain, will be summoned to appear at the Great White Throne to be 

judged (Rev. 20:11-15 cf. 2 Pet. 3:10ff). 

22)  The fact that they are judged before the Great White Throne emphasizes the 

magnitude of their crimes against the Righteous Judge of the universe. 

23)  By definition, everyone that appears at this judgment is an unbeliever, who will 

spend eternity being consciously tormented day and night in their immortal bodies in 

the lake of fire (Rev. 20:14-15 cf. Matt. 8:12, 22:13, 25:30). 

24)  Clearly these receive neither privilege nor benefit as those who are worthy. 

25)  Their names are not found in the all-important Book of Life (Rev. 20:12 cf. 21:27). 
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26)  Although not addressed in this context, the question arises: What makes an individual 

worthy to attain to such blessing? 

27)  We may conclude from these specifics that “those who are worthy” are believers 

(other occurrences of the verb καταξιόω, kataxioo- Acts 5:41, 2 Thess. 1:5). 

28)  In a positional sense, achieving this worthiness is relatively simple…an act of faith. 

29)  Saving faith in Jesus Christ enables one to attain to “that age and the resurrection 

from the dead.” 

30)  Certainly, only believers will attain to that age and partake of the resurrection of the 

righteous. 

31) While one may be deemed worthy to partake in eternal life through saving faith, it’s 

another matter to be experientially worthy in the CWL. 

32)  In our day to day life, it’s incumbent upon us as believers to consistently “walk in a 

manner worthy of the Lord” (Phil. 1:27, Col. 1:10, 1 Thess. 2:12, Rev. 3:4). 

33)  In each of these citations the word translated “worthy” is an adverb that qualifies the 

believer’s manner of life (ἄξιος, axios). 

34)  We should live in such a manner that conforms to the Lord’s conduct and befitting 

our position in Christ. 

35)  As we conduct our lives in a worthy manner we follow the Lord, who is the epitome 

of “worthiness” (cf. Rev. 5:2-12). 

36)  Jesus specifies that in the eternal life niche, marriage will not exist. 

37)  He reveals the reason in v. 36, “for they cannot die anymore.” 

38)  A primary reason for the institution of marriage is perpetuation of the human race 

(i.e. procreation- Gen. 1:27-28, 9:1). 

39)  Physical death in the human race necessitates procreation to sustain the race. 

40)  However, in the eternal life niche, physical death doesn’t occur; ergo, there isn’t a 

need to populate the earth or procreate. 

41)  Evidently the Divine institutions of marriage and family become obsolescent in light 

of the realities of our ph. 3. 

42)  The existence of “those who are worthy” is like that of angels who don’t participate 

in marriage (cf. Matt. 22:30, Mark 12:25). 

43)  The believer’s primary relationship will be with the Lord as “sons of God” and 

partakers of the resurrection to eternal life (“angelic” title cf. Gen. 6:2, 4, Job 1:6, 2:1, 

38:7). 

44)  We will enjoy a body like the Lord’s at our resurrection and glorification (1 John 3:2 

cf. Rom. 8:23, 29, 1Cor. 15:42ff). 

45)  The answer to the question posed by the Sadducees in v. 33: Neither the wife or her 7 

husbands would be married in the resurrection. 
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Luke 20:37-40 "But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage about 

the burning bush, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob. 
38

 "Now He is not the God of the dead, but of the living; for all live to 

Him." 
39

 And some of the scribes answered and said, "Teacher, You have spoken well." 
40

 

For they did not have courage to question Him any longer about anything.  

Analysis of vv. 37-40: 

1) Jesus demonstrated that the Sadducees objection to the resurrection is based on faulty 

presumptions 

2) They denied the resurrection and falsely presumed for arguments sake, that earthly 

conditions would continue in the heavenly realm. 

3) As previously discussed, their ignorance is largely attributable to their partial 

acceptance of the revealed canon at that time. 

4) Jesus advances an argument in support of the afterlife and resurrection. 

5) He appeals to the authority of Moses in these matters, saying “But that the dead are 

raised, even Moses showed, in the passage about the burning bush, where he calls the 

Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 

6) This was an effective line of reasoning as Moses was author of the Torah which was 

accepted by the Sadducees. 

7) Even Moses, the accepted authority from centuries before, revealed the fact of the 

resurrection in the account of the burning bush. 

8) In Mark, we see the Lord opens His argument with a pointed question, “…Have you 

not read in the book of Moses…” (Mark 12:26). 

9) Jesus alludes to a passage in Exodus (Exodus 3:1-6 cf. Acts 7:32). 

10)  It’s also considered God’s memorial name (Ex. 3:15). 

11)  At the time God spoke to Moses, the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had been 

dead for some time. 

12)  Yet God still spoke of Himself as the God of the Patriarchs (in the present tense). 

13)  Jesus continues saying, “Now He is not the God of the dead, but of the living; for all 

live to Him.” 

14)  If Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob wouldn’t have some future existence after death, then 

God could no longer be their God. 

15)  The argument points to the two very significant realities rejected by the Sadducees: 

a) The patriarchs and all “those who are considered worthy” who had died up to this 

point were in some sense alive (i.e. in Sheol Paradise).  

b) God will at some point raise these Patriarchs in order to keep His promise to 

continue to be their God. 
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16)  The phrase “for all live to Him” points to the existence of the afterlife for the 

Patriarchs and all believers. 

17)  The verb translated “live” is in the present tense which emphasizes the continuation 

of life regardless of corporeal state (ζῶσιν, zosin- to be alive). 

18)  Some of the scribes responded saying “Teacher, You have spoken well.” 

19)  Bear in mind that other passages indicate the Lord had to field other questions on this 

occasion (cf. Matt. 22:34-40, Mark 12:28-34). 

20)  Evidently the Lord’s argument was so convincing that some lacked the nerve to 

propose a counterargument. 

21)  Their humiliation didn’t cause a re-assessment of their beliefs nor weaken their 

resolve to destroy Jesus. 

22)  Jesus did His part in dealing with these fools (cf. Prov. 26:5 also Titus 1:13). 

23)  The Scriptures are replete with specifics concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

24) The literal, physical, bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is the subject of Old 

Testament prophecy. 

a) Explicit prophecies that declare that God would raise Messiah from the dead: 

Psalm 2:7 is quoted by Paul in Acts 13:33; Psalm 16:10 is quoted by Peter in Acts 

2:24-36. 

b) Implicit prophecies: At least two other Psalms reference the resurrection, 

confirming the fact that death was not the final destiny (Psa. 49:15, 86:13); Psalm 

22:19-22 is quoted in Hebrews 2:12 and both contexts deal with the reality of 

victory over death; Isaiah 53:10-12 deals with the glorious destiny of Messiah 

following his physical death in verse 9. 

25)  Jesus Christ dogmatically asserted the fact that He would not be conquered by the 

power of physical death (Matt. 16:21, 17:9, 22-23, 20:18-19, 26:29, 32; John 2:18-

22). 

26)  The incontrovertible, historical facts surrounding Jesus’ death, burial, and 

resurrection make this indisputable fact beyond legitimate question. 

27)  His death, which was documented by both friendly and hostile witnesses: 

a) The apostle John (John 19:30, 35). 

b) His disciples (Luke 23:49, 24:18-20). 

c) His friends and family (Mark 15:40-41). 

d) The Roman centurion (Mark 15:39). 

e) The large crowd (Luke 23:48). 

f) The leadership of the Jewish nation (Matt. 27:62-66). 

g) The Roman soldiers that were sent by Pilate to expedite the deaths of the three 

crucified men (John 19:33-34). 
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28)  His burial. 

a) This aspect, over which Jesus Christ obviously had no control, was the subject of 

Old Testament prophecy as well (Isa. 53:9) 

b) Joseph of Arimathea provided a new tomb, eliminating the general method of 

disposing of the bodies of criminals (Matt. 27:57-60). 

c) The actual burial is recorded in Matt. 27:59-60; it followed the certification of 

death, the obtaining of the body, the cleaning, and the wrapping of the body in 

burial wraps. 

d) It was done hurriedly since the Jewish Sabbath, which began at sundown on 

Friday evening, was not violated (Luke 23:53-56). 

e) The place of burial was well known to Joseph and the women that followed the 

body (Matt. 27:60-61). 

f) Joseph sealed the entrance to the tomb with a large stone that was not readily 

moved (Matt. 27:60). 

g) The Jews insisted that Pilate post a Roman detail at the entrance of the tomb in 

order to prevent the disciples from stealing the body and perpetrating the hoax that 

Jesus had risen from the dead (Matt. 27:65-66). 

29)  His bodily resurrection. 

a) None of the disciples or the women that had followed Jesus Christ throughout His 

ministry believed in His resurrection before the fact. 

b) In fact, the disciples were quite antagonistic to His very clear teaching that He 

would be delivered up to the Jews, be crucified, and raised on the third day (Matt. 

16:21-22; Mark 9:9-10; Luke 18:31-34) 

c) Following His physical death, the disciples had no confidence in His resurrection 

and were hiding in fear for their lives (Matt. 26:56; John 20:19). 

d) The women that had taken the responsibility for preparing the body for burial went 

to the tomb early Sunday morning, fully expecting to find the dead body (Mark 

16:1-8). 

e) Peter was alone with his shame; having no faith in the resurrection of the man he 

had betrayed (Mark 14:72, 16:7). 

f) According to the eyewitness testimony of Peter, John, the women, and the Roman 

guard detail, the grave was empty on Sunday morning. (Matt. 28:11-15; John 

20:2-9). 

g) The grave clothes in the tomb are tangible evidence against human tampering.  

(John 20:5-6). 

h) A vandal would not have left the tomb in such neat condition, but would have 

been moving quickly to avoid detection. 
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i) The grave clothes were lying as though the body had simply passed through them 

and had taken the head wrap off last. 

j) Post-resurrection appearances are further proof of the bodily resurrection of Jesus 

Christ: 

i) Mary Magdalene (John 20:14). 

ii) The other women coming from the tomb (Matt. 28:9). 

iii) Peter (Luke 24:34). 

iv) The disciples on the Emmaus road (Luke 24:13ff). 

v) The eleven minus Thomas (John 20:19-24). 

vi) The eleven with Thomas present (John 20:26-29). 

vii) To the disciples by Lake Tiberias (John 21:1ff). 

viii) To the five hundred (1 Cor. 15:6). 

ix) His appearance at the ascension (Acts 1:3ff). 

x) To Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:3-6; 1 Cor. 15:8). 

30)  These proofs have been advanced, never have been effectively discredited, and are of 

such a nature as to be called “many, convincing proofs” (Acts 1:3). 

31)  The enemies of Jesus Christ and the apostles could provide no effective response to 

refute the reality of the resurrection: 

a) When Peter spoke on the day of Pentecost, there was no response to his dogmatic 

assertion that God had raised Jesus from the dead (Acts 2:32, 37). 

b) When presented with the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the 

intellectuals in Athens disparaged Paul but could not refute his claims.  (Acts 

17:32). 

c) As Paul told Agrippa and Festus, the resurrection was based on words of sober 

truth, and the overt proofs were evident since this had not been done in a corner 

(Acts 26:24-26). 
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Luke 20:41-44 And He said to them, "How is it that they say the Christ is David's son? 
42

 

"For David himself says in the book of Psalms, 'The Lord said to my LORD, "Sit at My 

right hand, 
43

 Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet."' 
44

 "David therefore 

calls Him 'Lord,' and how is He his son?"  

Analysis of vv. 41-44: 

1) After fielding some questions, Jesus now has questions of His own. 

2) He is teaching in the Temple and among those listening were some Pharisees 

(Matthew 22:41-42 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked 

them a question, 
42

 saying, "What do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?" 

They said to Him, "The son of David.", Mark 12:35 And Jesus answering began to 

say, as He taught in the temple, "How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the 

son of David?). 

3) These passages help identify who Jesus addressing in the opening phrase, “And He 

said to them…” 

4) Once again the Pharisees will take their turn on the hot seat. 

5) The alternate titles, “David’s son” or Son of David were commonly attributed to the 

Messiah. 

6) This is especially the case at the time of Jesus’ ministry (Matt. 9:27, 12:23, 15:22, 

20:30, 21:9, 15 cf. Luke 18:38-39). 

7) Rabbinic texts frequently referred to the Messiah as the “Son of David.”
6
 

8) The scribal belief that the Messiah would be the Son of David is well-attested and 

based on numerous OT passages (Isa. 9:2-7, 11:1-9, Jer. 23-5-6). 

9)  The prevailing concept of the Messiah at the time was more akin to a conquering 

king that would liberate Israel. 

10)  While it’s true the Messiah will be the conqueror, His uniqueness extends beyond 

that of delivering Israel (Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a 

white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteousness 

He judges and wages war, Revelation 19:14-15 And the armies which are in heaven, 

clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 
15

 And 

from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and 

He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath 

of God, the Almighty Revelation 19:21 And the rest were killed with the sword 

which came from the mouth of Him who sat upon the horse, and all the birds were 

filled with their flesh). 

                                              
6
 Marshall, 747. 
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11)  He begins by asking, “How is it that they say the Christ is David's son?”  

12)  Jesus could trace His lineage to David through both His mother and father (Matt. 1:1-

16, Luke 3:23-38). 

13)  This was a requirement to be the King of the Jews (cf. Matt. 2:2, 27:11, 37, Luke 

23:3, John 19:19-21). 

14)  Further, God has promised an eternal king on David’s throne (i.e. a physical 

descendant, 2 Sam. 7:11-16).  

15) The understanding of the Messiah beyond the deliverer of Israel was apparently 

lacking so Jesus seeks to remedy the deficiencies. 

16)  Apparently there wasn’t a significant level of appreciation among the Pharisees here 

that the Messiah was also the Son of God (cf. Matt. 2:15, Luke 9:35, John 12:28-29). 

17)  Jesus continues to press His point in vv. 42-44, “For David himself says in the book 

of Psalms, 'The Lord said to my LORD, "Sit at My right hand, 
43

 Until I make Your 

enemies a footstool for Your feet."'” 

18)  In Matthew and Mark, the Lord asserted that King David made this utterance “in the 

Spirit” (Matthew 22:43 “He said to them, "Then how does David in the Spirit call 

Him 'Lord,' saying…” Mark 12:36 "David himself said in the Holy Spirit, 'The Lord 

said to my LORD, "Sit at My right hand, Until I put Your enemies beneath Your 

feet.'"). 

19)  The Lord quotes an OT passage from the book of Psalms. 

20)  Specifically it is derived from Psalm 110, a Messianic Psalm (Psalm 110:1ff). 

21)  It is regarded as the most quoted Psalm in the NT. 

22)  The Messiah is also proclaimed to be a priest according to the order of Melchizedek 

(Psalm 110:4 The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind, "Thou art a priest 

forever According to the order of Melchizedek." cf. Hebrews 6:19-20 This hope we 

have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters 

within the veil, 
20

 where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a 

high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek). 

23)  The priesthood of Melchizedek was an ancient order of king-priests that existed 

during the Age of the Gentiles (Gen 14:18). 

24)  It is considered to be superior to the Levitical priesthood (Heb. 7:11-17). 

25)  There is no other example of this type of ruler among the kings of Israel (cf. 2 Chron. 

26:16-23). 

26)  It’s significant that the Pharisees do not question the Messianic nature of this Psalm. 

27)  It’s likely the Messianic theme wasn’t disputed even by the Pharisees. 

28)  We see the early church viewed this Psalm as Messianic (Acts 2:34-35, Rom. 8:34, 1 

Cor. 15:25, 1 Peter 3:22, Rev. 3:21). 
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29)  In the phrase, “the Lord said to my Lord”, the word twice translated “Lord” is the 

same in the Greek, κύριος, kurios. 

30)  Yet in Psalm 110:1, the two occurrences of “Lord” are two different words in the 

Hebrew (Psalm 110:1 A Psalm of David . The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My 

right hand, Until I make Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet."). 

a) The first occurrence of LORD is יהוה, YHWH. 

b) The second occurrence of Lord is דֹון   .Adon ,א 

31)  While David was “in the Spirit” he was provided with details about a conversation 

between God the Father and God the Son. 

32)  Note the involvement of all three members of the Godhead. 

33)  The Hebrew YHWH is a frequent designation of God the Father and is viewed as His 

personal name (cf. Deut. 8:5, Psa. 6:9, Prov. 3:12). 

34)  Similar to kurios in the Greek, Adon may refer to a human lord or master, but its use 

in Psa. 110 doesn’t fit such an interpretation. 

35)  God the Father directs His Son, “Sit at My right hand.” 

36)  The “right hand” was a symbol of power and might (cf. Ex. 15:6, Isa. 48:13). 

37)  To be at the right hand of someone, was a position of the greatest honor, authority, 

and power. 

38)  The situation in view is the session of Jesus Christ at the right hand of the Father 

following His resurrection (cf. Rom. 8:34, Eph. 1:20, Col. 3:1, Heb. 1:3, 8:2, 12:2). 

39)  The Father then refers to the victory over the enemies of His Son and their ultimate 

subservience (cf. 1 Cor. 15:25-28 also Psa. 2:7-9). 

40)  To be a footstool or under someone’s foot is to be dominated (cf. Dan. 7:14). 

41)  David clearly refers to the Messiah, God the Son, as “my Lord” indicating his 

subordination; yet at the same time the Messiah was viewed as his son. 

42)  He refers to the Messiah as “Lord” in recognition of His deity and inherent 

superiority. 

43)  The Messiah is his son because He is a physical descendant of King David. 

44)  Both of these facets of the Messiah allude to the hypostatic union of deity and 

humanity (cf. John 1:14, Rom. 1:3, Phil. 2:5-8). 

45)  The intent of Jesus’ questioning is to get His audience to reflect on the true 

uniqueness of the Son of David, the Messiah. 

46)  He is not a super-man that delivers Israel, but much more. He is the God-man, a 

perfect union of humanity and the Divine essence. 

47)  Ultimately these challenging questions point to Himself which is the primary goal of 

His teaching. 
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Luke 20:45-47 And while all the people were listening, He said to the disciples, 
46

 

"Continue to beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love 

respectful greetings in the market places, and chief seats in the synagogues, and places of 

honor at banquets, 
47

 who devour widows' houses, and for appearance's sake offer long 

prayers; these will receive greater condemnation."  

Analysis of vv. 45-47: 

1) Jesus resumes His teaching after having dealt with the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

2) Mark indicates there was a “great crowd” and they “enjoyed listening to Him” (Mark 

12:37). 

3) Although His infamy was assured among the religious leaders, the Lord’s popularity 

remained undiminished among the people (cf. Luke 19:48, 21:38, John 7:46). 

4) Here, Jesus specifically addresses His disciples with a warning. 

5) The warning begins with the imperative, “Continue to beware of the scribes…” 

6) The scribes were viewed as experts in the Mosaic Law (γραμματεύς, grammateus). 

7) They are frequently associated with the chief priests and Pharisees (Matt. 21:15, Mark 

7:21, Luke 5:21, etc.). 

8) Along with the elders and chief priests they would be involved in the Lord’s eventual 

arrest and persecution (cf. Matt. 16:21) 

9) The imperative stresses ongoing compliance and so a consistent vigilance is necessary 

regarding the scribes (present active imp: προσέχετε, prosechete- to be in a state of 

alert, be concerned about). 

10)  From these circumstances, we see it’s necessary for the p-t to provide warning 

exhortation to his congregation when necessary (Eph. 6:18 cf. 2 Cor. 6:14). 

11)  This is especially necessary regarding those who cause stumbling blocks and are 

opposed to sound doctrine (Rom. 16:17 cf. 2 Thess. 3:14). 

12)  The warning is appropriate as the disciples had occasionally demonstrated too much 

respect for religious hypocrites (Matt. 15:12-14). 

13)  In particular the disciples were to beware of the blatant hypocrisy routinely exhibited 

by the scribes. 

14)  The wearing of long robes connotes the display of ostentation. Some possibilities:
7
 

a) Long flowing robes were distinctive to the learned (e.g. “scholarly” clothing). 

b) A more formal garment worn on the Sabbath. 

15)  Whatever the exact nature of the long robes, they functioned as a “uniform” for the 

scribes; a uniform in which they desired to put on public display for attention. 

                                              
7
 Ibid., 750. 
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16)  Additionally, the scribes loved respectful greetings that called attention to their 

position (cf. Matt.23:7). 

17)  Whether in the synagogues or at feasts they desired the seat of honor for all to see. 

18)  Jesus has previously condemned this practice as a means of self-promotion (Luke 

14:7-11). 

19)  In a related application, showing personal favoritism in the LC is inappropriate 

(James 2:1-4). 

20)  Jesus portrays the scribes as those “who devour widows houses.” 

21)  Widows were protected from exploitation under the Law (Ex. 22:22-24, Deut. 27:19). 

22)  However, in times of corrupt leadership, these statutes weren’t observed (cf. Isa. 

1:23). 

23)  Such is the case during the 1
st
 Advent. Hence the warning. 

24)  To devour is to consume the wealth of widows through various means. 

25)  Some historical means of extortion:
8
 

a) Mismanagement of property of widows who were serving the Temple (cf. Luke 

2:”36ff).  

b) Exacting exorbitant payment for legal advice. 

c) Abuse of authorized guardianship appointed by deceased husband. 

26)  Finally the scribes were known to utter long public prayers in order to give the 

impression of piety and faithfulness. 

27)  The life of a scribe is here depicted as a carefully managed façade to gain personal 

advantage at the expense of the people. 

28)  The believer should be wise in regard to others especially “cosmic” types; 

appearances are often very deceiving (cf. Matt. 7:15, 10:16, 24:24, Eph. 4:14, Col. 

2:8, 2 Tim. 3:13). 

29)  A sure defense against being deceived is the knowledge of Bible doctrine; it provides 

the standards by which we ought to evaluate people, opinions, philosophies, etc. (cf. 2 

Tim. 3:14). 

30)  Rather than gratifying selfish desires, they should have been good shepherds 

watching out for the spiritual needs and welfare of the people (cf. Phil. 2:3-4).  

31)  This is the responsibility of leaders and especially spiritual leaders (John 21:14ff, 

Acts 20:28, 1 Peter 5:1ff). 

32)  Jesus emphasizes, “These will receive greater condemnation” which alludes to their 

culpability before God. 

End: Chapter 20 

                                              
8
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