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Luke 14:1-3 And it came about when He went into the house of one of the leaders of the 

Pharisees on the Sabbath to eat bread, that they were watching Him closely. 
2
 And there, 

in front of Him was a certain man suffering from dropsy. 
3
 And Jesus answered and 

spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?"  

Analysis of vv. 1-3: 

1) The chapter opens with Jesus attending a meal in the house of a Pharisee. 

2) The host is described as “one of the leaders of the Pharisees.” 

3) “Leader” refers to an administrative authority; this man may have been a synagogue 

official or perhaps even a member of the Sanhedrin, Jewish high court (ἄρχων, 

archon- cf. Luke 8:41, 13:14, John 3:1, 7:48). 

4) The Sanhedrin was composed primarily of Sadducees, but compare the Pharisee, 

Gamaliel (Acts 5:34). 

5) The occasion is a meal on the Sabbath which was typical of a meal held after a 

synagogue service.
1
 

6) Our verses indicate that there were other Pharisees and lawyers present. 

7) The Greek presents the Pharisees and lawyers as comprising a single entity; hence the 

lawyers, supposed experts in the Mosaic Law, are included in the party of the 

Pharisees (cf. Luke 11:43-45). 

8) They were not at their ease, but rather had their attention fixed on Jesus. 

9) Luke indicates “they were watching Him closely.” 

10) The word translated “watch closely” is carefully observe or observe scrupulously 

(παρατηρέω, paratereo).  

11)  Why the attention? Presumably to see if Jesus would do something so that they might 

accuse Him (cf. Luke 6:7). 

12)  This of course was the modus operandi of these apostates: always seeking an angle to 

entrap and accuse the Lord (Luke 20:20). 

13)  Jesus, it would seem is nonplussed by the unwarranted scrutiny. 

14)  The Lord was seated in the presence of a man that was suffering from “dropsy” 

(ὑδρωπικός, hudropikos- med. term for edema, a fluid retention in bodily tissues or 

cavities). 

15)  The underlying causes of this condition are not revealed, only that it was observable. 

16)  It’s a distinct possibility that this person with edema was a “plant” by the Pharisees. 

17)  The host would control the seating so what better way to “incite” Jesus to heal on the 

Sabbath than to put a sick person right in front of Him. 

                                              
1
 Marshall, 578. 



Luke 14 

656 

 

18)  Jesus perceived the situation and asked the lawyers and Pharisees, “Is it lawful to 

heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 

19)  He had seen this before from their ilk regardless of where He encountered the 

Pharisees (Luke 6:7ff, 13:10-17, John 5:10). 

20)  He was asking the experts so one would suppose they would some type of lucid 

response. 
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Luke 14:4-6 But they kept silent. And He took hold of him, and healed him, and sent him 

away. 
5
 And He said to them, "Which one of you shall have a son or an ox fall into a 

well, and will not immediately pull him out on a Sabbath day?" 
6
 And they could make 

no reply to this.  

Analysis of vv. 4-6: 

1) The text is emphatic: these experts remained silent. 

2) Evidently the trap had been turned on them, and they were unable to respond (or were 

able but feared public humiliation, Luke 13:15-17). 

3) Jesus proceeded to take hold of the man with edema and heal him right before their 

eyes. 

4) He takes the initiative and fires off another question asking, “Which one of you shall 

have a son or an ox fall into a well, and will not immediately pull him out on a 

Sabbath day?” 

5) The argument is conclusive. They would pull out or rescue their own child and even 

an ox on the Sabbath. 

6) Furthermore, they would act with all haste and pull them out of the well 

“immediately.” 

7) Indeed even their strict Rabbinic, unbiblical regulations allowed for this activity. 

8) If a common animal is allowed to be pulled out on the Sabbath, how much more 

allowable to help another human being. 

9) Ergo to object to this “rescue” of the man with edema would demonstrate their 

hypocrisy. 

10)  God never intended for a complete cessation of activity and to turn a blind eye to 

suffering of animals and especially humans on the Sabbath (cf. Ex. 23:4-5, Deut. 5:14, 

Prov. 12:10). 

11)  No reply to the second question. Jesus effectively shut the mouths these 

uncompassionate, disingenuous apostates. 

12)  He would however have plenty more to say to those at this meal. 
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Luke 14:7-9 And He began speaking a parable to the invited guests when He noticed 

how they had been picking out the places of honor at the table; saying to them, 
8
 "When 

you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, lest 

someone more distinguished than you may have been invited by him, 
9
 and he who 

invited you both shall come and say to you, 'Give place to this man,' and then in disgrace 

you proceed to occupy the last place. 

Analysis of vv. 7-9: 

1) After shutting down the experts in v. 8, Jesus takes the opportunity to teach some 

principles. 

2) Despite the scrutiny on Him, the Lord had been observing the guests picking out 

seats. 

3) Many of the guests sought a seat of honor at the meal. 

4) Assigning places of honor was the prerogative of the host; typically it based on rank 

and distinction of the guest. 

5) Other passages detail the love of position and approbation among the Pharisees (Matt. 

23:6-7, Luke 11:43, 20:46). 

6) Indeed it is a common OSN desire exhibited by many today. The occupation with self 

and vain ambition is nothing new (2 Tim. 3:2, Phil. 2:21). 

7) This is the antithesis of how we should view self and be motivated (Phil. 2:4 cf. 1 Cor. 

10:33). 

8) We are to deny self not love self (Matt. 16:24). 

9) The instruction is presented in a “parable” (παραβολή, parabole). 

10)  Further, the parable is largely pragmatic without complex symbolism. 

11)  The Lord uses the familiar setting of a wedding feast to make His point (a familiar 

setting for us today as well). 

12)  If one is invited, do not seek to occupy the place of honor. 

13)  The possibility exists for this one to be shamed when a more honored, distinguished 

guest arrives. 

14)  The host would then remove him from the seat of honor in front of all present. 

15)  Customarily the honored guests arrived late.
2
 

16)  In the meantime, all the seats would’ve been occupied and so presumably the only 

available seat would be the last. 

17)  Here, the humiliation of the “glory seeker would be complete. 

18)  Yet the shame could have been averted had humility been exercised (Prov. 3:35). 

                                              
2
 Ibid, 581. 
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19)  A consistent principle that is operative in the POG: the arrogant will be humbled 

(Psa. 75:4-7). 

20)  The principle is applicable for both believers and unbelievers especially the latter (cf. 

Acts 12:21-23). 

21)  Here, in our context Jesus is conversing with unbelievers. 

22)  Seeking the seat honor is self-aggrandizement. 

23) The act is representative of the self-interest that motivates the unbeliever and who 

because of this self-absorption, spurns God’s plan of salvation 

24)  This is the epitome of arrogance…the rejection of God’s grace gift of salvation. 

25)  All those who reject salvation will face maximum humiliation and disgrace. 

26)  This comprises the majority of mankind (Matt. 7:13). 

27)  Self-absorption and the “things” of this life obscure the real spiritual issues facing 

such a one. 

28)  Jesus is providing spiritual clarity to these Pharisees.  

29)  God will also provide clarity on the spiritual issues of life for those that desire it (cf. 

Matt. 7:7). 

30)  He even graciously provides the truth to those who He knows will reject the Gospel 

(cf. Isa. 65:1-2). 
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Luke 14:10-11 "But when you are invited, go and recline at the last place, so that when 

the one who has invited you comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up higher'; then 

you will have honor in the sight of all who are at the table with you. 
11

 "For everyone who 

exalts himself shall be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be exalted."  

Analysis of vv. 10-11: 

1) Jesus now instructs His listeners in the proper approach. 

2) He enjoins them to recline in the last place rather seeking the seat of honor. 

3) Rather than seeking glory and approbation for self, humility should be exercised. 

4) Consequently, when the host sees he will “upgrade” to a seat of honor. 

5) In this case, the humble will receive honor…not shame…before all. 

6) The Lord proceeds to give an explanation emphasizing a principle of humility, saying, 

“For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, and he who humbles himself 

shall be exalted.” 

7) This teaching is opposed to the prevailing wisdom of the world. 

8) Worldly wisdom teaches one promote self and seek one’s own best interests (cf. John 

7:2-5). 

9) Once again we see there is a massive difference between worldly wisdom and the 

wisdom from God (cf. 1 Cor. 1:20, 3:19, 2 Cor. 1:12). 

10)  Self-exaltation will absolutely result in humiliation (in time &/or eternity, Psa. 

18:27). 

11)  On the other hand, those who are humble will be exalted or honored (Prov. 15:33, 

16:19). 

12)  The humble seek God and serve Him (cf. 2 Chron. 7:14, Zeph. 2:3). 

13)  Humility is manifested in the acceptance of the gospel and ongoing spiritual growth 

in the CWL (Phil. 2:12-13, 2 Peter 3:18). 

14)  Arrogance is manifested in the rejection of the gospel and for the believer, 

neglect/rejection of God’s word (1 Tim. 4:1, 2 Peter 3:17). 

15)  The path to honor is to serve God in all humility. 

16)  As we do, God blesses us with grace in the AC (James 4:5-6). 
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Luke 14:12-14 And He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, "When you 

give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives 

or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return, and repayment come to you. 
13

 "But 

when you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 
14

 and you 

will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at 

the resurrection of the righteous."  

Analysis of vv. 12-14: 

1) Following the teaching of the parable, Jesus takes the opportunity to address the host 

directly. 

2) He will provide instructions about the composition of the guest list. 

3) A casual reading of the passage might lead one to believe that only those who are 

disadvantaged should be on the guest list while those who are family or acquaintances 

are to be omitted. 

4) This interpretation would be at odds with Jesus’ own applications.  

5) Indeed, at times as in our passage, He has a meal with those who were hardly 

disadvantaged (Luke 5 27-29, John 2:1-12). 

6) Further, one might get the notion that if someone reciprocates a meal invitation then 

this nullifies any benefit to the host. 

7) It will be evident that Jesus is targeting proper motivation for giving a meal invitation 

(i.e. one’s thinking). 

8) What the Lord directs runs counter to the normal practice among Jews of His day 

especially among the Pharisees. 

9) Typically, those of the same social status associated with one another...the rich with 

the rich, friends with friends, and of course family members. 

10)  Consequently the rich didn’t fraternize with the poor, nor friends and family 

members with strangers. 

11)  This practice is common in our own society today. 

12)  The giving and receiving of meal invitations was a significant aspect of Jewish 

culture. 

13)  If one extended an invitation to another person, the invitee was obligated to 

reciprocate at some other time. 

14)  Therefore, reciprocating or “repaying” a meal invitation was a means to gain or 

maintain social status. 

15) This applied to one’s peers and not to those of lower status. 

16)  An invitation to another that was also accompanied by the expectation of a future 

repayment didn’t spring from generosity or kindness. 
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17)  Rather, it more akin to an investment in one’s status not to mention a future meal. 

18)  This is hardly the proper motivation as the Lord points out; in truth this is “common 

cosmos” thinking (cf. Luke 6:32-35 also Matt. 6:1-4, 16-18). 

19)  Instead, invitees should include “the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind.” 

20)  These were viewed as the social outcasts even cursed by God (cf. John 9:1-3, 34) 

21)  Clearly as a Pharisee to share a meal with these types would not enhance one’s 

reputation or standing. 

22) There wouldn’t be any reciprocation forthcoming…no chance of repayment. 

23)  Nevertheless, this shouldn’t be a concern as it’s is a source of great benefit, the 

eternal kind. 

24)  Jesus affirms, “You will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; 

for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous” 

25)   The proper motivation will result in blessing in our ph.3. 

26)  CA believers will be paid back at the Bema following the Rapture for applications 

that arose out of the right motivation; this will be our “resurrection of the righteous 

(cf. 1 Cor. 3:12-14, 2 Cor. 5:10). 

27)  God keeps track of all our applications and will repay us accordingly (Jer.17:10, 

Matt. 16:27, Rev. 22:12). 

28)  The righteous are believers ergo the repayment is contingent upon accepting Jesus as 

the Messiah; this was a major stumbling block for the Pharisees and Jews in general 

(1 Cor. 1:23). 

29)  Those who didn’t stumble over the Lord would be blessed (cf. Luke 7:23, Rom. 9:33) 

30)  It’s problematic to determine if the host Jesus addresses is a believer (cf. Nicodemus, 

also John 12:42-43, 19:38). 

31)  Regardless, the teaching of the Lord was set before them so they were free to act 

upon it or not. 

32)  In principle, whoever we invite to a meal, we are to do so from the correct scriptural 

motivations and in accordance with other doctrinal principles. 

33)  We are to fill the needs of those who are disadvantaged as the opportunity is 

presented; this however doesn’t mean we are to support a plethora of charities (cf. 

Eph. 4:28). 

34)  The living grace needs should be addressed individually by the believer and 

corporately by the LC (Acts 20:35, Heb. 13:16 cf. Lev. 25:35, Isa. 58:7). 

35)  In certain cases, it’s not acceptable to have a meal with those who are –v (1 Cor. 5:11 

cf. 2 John 1:10).  

36)  Some proper motivations for a meal and/or fellowship: 

a) Generosity, kindness, hospitality (Rom. 12:13). 
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b) The desire for like-minded fellowship with +v. 

c) To gain spiritual edification (Eph. 4:29). 

d) Gospel presentation (cf. Matt. 5:16, John 15:8). 

37)  At some point we may have to provide hospitality to strangers. If so, we must do so 

without complaint (Heb. 13:2, 1 Peter 4:9). 

38)  We are especially to look out for the needs of fellow believers (Gal. 6:10). 

39) Those who are gracious and generous will be blessed (Psa. 112:5, 9, Prov. 19:17, 

22:9). 
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Luke 14:15-17 And when one of those who were reclining at the table with Him heard 

this, he said to Him, "Blessed is everyone who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!" 
16

 

But He said to him, "A certain man was giving a big dinner, and he invited many; 
17

 and 

at the dinner hour he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for 

everything is ready now.'  

Analysis of vv. 15-17: 

1) In response to the Lord’s teaching, a certain guest affirms future blessing. 

2) He declares, “Blessed is everyone who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 

3) The man refers to the Millennial feast that will occur at the beginning of the new 

dispensation (Isa. 25:6, Luke 13:28-29, 22:29-30). 

4) His words suggest that he expected to be at the feast and the resurrection of the 

righteous. 

5) The man’s declaration is certainly an affirmation of truth. 

6) All who at the feast are blessed as attendance is evidence of saving faith. 

7) Indeed, everyone who is in the kingdom of God is exceedingly blessed. 

8) Due to the flesh, for some it will be harder than others (cf. Matt. 21:28-31, Mark 

10:23). 

9) Of course, whether this man would participate in the feast was dependent upon his 

acceptance of the Messiah right before him. 

10)  There is a high probability this man won’t be in attendance as the generation was 

incredibly evil and antagonistic to Jesus and the Gospel (Luke 11:29-32, 17:25). 

11)  The religious types led the way in this regard (Matt. 23:15ff). 

12)  Jesus takes the opportunity to teach another parable to address the man’s words (and 

mental attitude).  

13)  The Lord begins the parable saying, “A certain man was giving a big dinner, and he 

invited many…” 

14)  We have a large feast to given by a certain man which may be identified as God the 

Father. 

15)  In context the “man” sends out many invitations to the big lavish dinner. 

16)  Collectively the invitations sent out to the many essentially portray the Gospel that 

was proclaimed to the masses in Israel 1
st
 Advent (cf. Matt. 22:14). 

17)  It was a common practice for a host to issue an initial invitation and then send a slave 

to summon the guests when the when the dinner was ready.
3
 

18)  With the initial invitation was the expectation of acceptance or if unable, a suitable 

reason provided. 

                                              
3
 Arnold, 443. 
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19)  In this way a host would be able to calculate the correct amount of food to prepare.
4
 

20)  A big dinner would require animals had to be butchered and other detailed 

preparations had to be completed. 

21)  A serious amount of time, effort, planning, and funds would be necessary. 

22)  At the appropriate time when the dinner was ready, the host sent out the slave again 

to call the dinner guests. 

 

  

                                              
4
 Ibid. 
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Luke 14:18-20 "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first one said to him, 'I 

have bought a piece of land and I need to go out and look at it; please consider me 

excused.' 
19

 "And another one said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to 

try them out; please consider me excused.' 
20

 "And another one said, 'I have married a 

wife, and for that reason I cannot come.' 

Analysis of vv. 18-20: 

1) Incredibly, all the invitees began to make excuses. 

2) Again the invitees portray the Jews in Israel. 

3) Further, the invitation to the lavish dinner represents the invitation to accept the 

Messiah 

4) Each person felt compelled to make an excuse for not attending. 

5) This reflects a common response to the Gospel and WOG by –v.  

6) Those who are –V typically advance bogus excuses why they will not conform to 

God’s directive will. 

7) Although we see excuses from 3 individuals, there were more than 3 people invited. 

8) V.16 indicates that “many” were invited.  

9) These 3 excuses are representative of general excuses given by –v. 

10)  The first man bought a piece of land and claimed he had to  

“look at it” and asks to be excused. 

11)  Problems: 

a)  Usually a person looks” at the land and then buys it.  

b) Material possessions supersede invitation. 

12)  Another one indicates he must test five teams of oxen he has purchased and asks to 

be excused. 

13)  Problems: 

a) The cost of five teams was a large expenditure and the teams would’ve been tested 

prior to purchase. 

b) Business concerns supersede invitation. 

14)  The third says he has just been married so is unable to come. 

15)  Certain circumstances involving marriage exempted one from various duties (Deut. 

24:5). 

16) Problems: 

a) However, marriage didn’t exempt one from basic personal commitments. 

b) Besides the man is married not in the process of being married. 

c) In this case, a spouse or concerns of family supersede the invitation. 

17)  Therefore, upon examination all three reject the invitation with a bogus explanation. 
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18)   These are representative of those who are concerned with affairs of this world and 

reject God’s invitation of salvation (Matt. 22:4-6). 

19)  Frequently -v expends a great deal of time and energy to secure the things of this 

world and a peaceful retirement.  

20)  Yet they pay no attention to their eternal future. 

21)  Furthermore, many believers also take this short sighted approach. 

22) They become entangled in the affairs of this world and don’t fulfill their obligations to 

God. 

23)  Instead many make bogus excuse after bogus excuse why they can’t or won’t do 

God’s directive will. 

24)  These believers have no problem fulfilling their worldly obligations and activities, 

but when it come to the POG, they are found wanting. 

25)  Principle: no commitment or “thing” whether material possessions, job/business, or 

family concerns are more important than being obedient to God (Luke 8:14, 1 John 

2:15 cf. Job 28:18, Prov.8:11). 
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Luke 14:21-24 "And the slave came back and reported this to his master. Then the head 

of the household became angry and said to his slave, 'Go out at once into the streets and 

lanes of the city and bring in here the poor and crippled and blind and lame.' 
22

 "And the 

slave said, 'Master, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.' 
23

 "And 

the master said to the slave, 'Go out into the highways and along the hedges, and compel 

them to come in, that my house may be filled. 
24

 'For I tell you, none of those men who 

were invited shall taste of my dinner.'"  

Analysis of vv. 21-24 

1) The slave returns after summoning the dinner guests. 

2) He gave an account to his master about the various excuses given by those invited. 

3) In response the master of the house became angry at the rejection of his invitation. 

4) The master of the house depicts God the Father and his response alludes to the 

righteous anger or indignation at the rejection of His Gospel. 

5) The slave represents the communicator of the Gospel (e.g. prophet, p-t). 

6) The anger in view isn’t the sinful type such as an angry outburst that is sponsored by 

the OSN and prevalent in mankind (cf. Gal. 5:19-20). 

7) Rather, it is the righteous response to those who reject the POG. 

8) The righteous anger of God: 

a) The anger and wrath of God are anthropopathisms for the righteous execution of 

the Lord’s perfect justice (Anthropopathism: ascribing human characteristics or 

emotions to God so that mankind can understand some aspect of His essence). 

b) God will execute justice in accordance with His righteous standards, without 

partiality (Rom. 2:11). 

c) His omniscience guarantees that He has all the facts in every situation and his 

omnipotence guarantees that He has the power to execute His plan. 

d) His wrath is always correctly applied and is never arbitrary or whimsical. 

e) God is portrayed in the Bible as being slow to anger, even when greatly provoked. 

This demonstrates His perfect patience that proceeds from the attribute of love 

(Ex. 34:6, Num. 14:18, Neh. 9:17, Psa. 103:8ff, 145:8). 

f) God may turn away His anger from those who change their evil thinking and 

conduct (i.e. repent, 2 Chron. 30:8, Jonah 3:5-10) 

g) The +v believer may add length of years to his life (Prov. 3:2, 10:2, 11:4). 

h) However, those that refuse to change are busy storing up wrath on a daily basis, 

which will be administered on the day of God’s wrath. Those who neglect God 

and His plan will suffer for their negligence (Rom. 2:5-8 cf. Prov. 1:32, 8:36). 

9) It is a daily issue with God (cf. Psa. 7:11). 

10)  Others with which God is said to be angry: 
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a) Those that oppress others that do not have sufficient resources or position to 

defend themselves (e.g. the poor, aliens, widows, or orphans, Ex. 22:21, 23:9, 

Deut. 1:16, Zech. 7:10-13). 

b) Grumblers, complainers, and those that reject their spiritual authorities (Num. 

11:1, 14:2, 16:11-33). 

c) God is exceedingly angry against those that practice idolatry, often expressed 

through the concept of jealousy (Deut. 6:13-15, 7:1-5, 11:16-17, 31:16-18, 32:16-

25, Jer. 44:8). 

d) Negative humanity in general is an object of God’s wrath (Psa. 90:1-12). 

11)  Jesus Christ exhibited righteous anger on several occasions during His earthly 

ministry (disciples- Mark 10:13-14, -v: Mark 3:5). 

12) Those who reject the invitation, the Gospel, remain unbelievers so continue to be 

objects of God’s wrath (John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but 

he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.", 

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness). 

13)  The master of the house orders the slave, “'Go out at once into the streets and lanes of 

the city and bring in here the poor and crippled and blind and lame.” 

14)  The feast WILL occur, but with a different guest list. 

15)  The invitation is now sent out to the “lower classes” of the city or social outcasts. 

16)  These wouldn’t be considered fit dinner company by Jesus’ audience (mentioned 

previously in v. 13, cf. sinners and tax collectors- Luke 5:30, 7:34). 

17)  The slave dutifully went out and gathered these guests to the dinner. 

18)  These accepted the invitation…believed the Gospel… and became legitimate guests 

at the feast. 

19)  Whatever issues these guests had in their life even if outcasts, they believed the 

Gospel and were “upstanding” citizens of Heaven. 

20)  However there was room for more. 

21)  There is always more room for those that accept the invitation. 

22)  The master of the house then directed the slave to expand the area of invitation. 

23)  Now the slave was to go outside of the city and search the roads and hedges for 

guests. 

24)  This indicates the proclamation of the Gospel to the peoples outside of Israel, the 

Gentiles. 

25)  The master indicates to the slave that if necessary, he was to “compel” them to come 

to the feast. 
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26)  Our term “compel” is not suggesting that the guests would be physically forced to 

attend. 

27)  Rather, the sense is that the guests would be strongly urged or pressed (ἀναγκάζω, 

anagkazo). 

28)  This correlates with the firm, unequivocal presentation of the Gospel that should be 

the aim of every believer (cf. Acts 4:31, 20:20, 27, 26:20, Eph. 6:19-20, Phil. 1:20, 1 

Thess. 2:2) 

29)  Note there is a purpose behind sending out the slave again to these others: the 

master’s house might be filled. 

30)  This speaks to God’s desire for all men to be saved (cf. 1 Tim. 2:4). 

31)  Yet most will refuse the invitation in Israel and throughout the world. Only a remnant 

will attend (cf. Rom. 9:27-33). 

32)  Consequently, Jesus asserts that none of these, those that made excuses will “taste of 

my dinner.” 
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Luke 14:25-27 Now great multitudes were going along with Him; and He turned and 

said to them, 
26

 "If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and 

wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My 

disciple. 
27

 "Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My 

disciple.  

Analysis of vv. 25-27: 

1) The narrative shifts once more to Jesus among the crowds. 

2) Luke indicates that “great multitudes” were traveling with Him. 

3) Ever ready for an opportunity to present the Truth, Jesus turned to those who followed 

and began to teach about the reality of being a true follower of Him. 

4) Here, these massive crowds followed Jesus physically throughout Galilee, but they 

would learn that simply showing up wasn’t enough. 

5) Jesus emphatically points out that a strict ordering of priorities and a serious 

commitment was required from those who would be His disciples. 

6) From an interpretative standpoint, v. 26 in particular qualifies as one of the more 

difficult teachings of the Lord. 

7) Yet the difficulties are eased when one compares other passages of Scripture with our 

context. 

8) In V. 26 Jesus proclaims to the multitudes, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate 

his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and 

even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.” 

9) On the surface what the Lord teaches appears to be the antithesis of what is 

commanded in other verses. 

10)  Namely, that we are directed to love those around us (Matt. 19:19, Mark 12:31, Gal. 

5:14).  

11)  This is especially applicable to parents, spouse, children, family members, one’s own 

life even one’s enemies (Lev. 19:3, Eph. 5:28-29, Titus 2:4 cf. Matt. 5:44, Luke 6:27, 

35). 

12)  Our term “hate” typically refers to have a strong aversion to or to detest something or 

someone (μισέω, miseo- Luke 16:13, 1 John 2:9).  

13)  Here, Jesus uses “hate” as hyperbole. That is, He is purposely using over the top 

language to make a point. 

14)  God doesn’t have double standards governing our relations with others.  

15)  As an example, a husband is not to both hate and love his wife. This of course would 

be contradictory.  

16)  Ergo “hate” should be understood in a figurative sense (Prov. 13:24). 
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17)  Jesus’ point is love for family even self must seem like hate by comparison to 

devotion to Him.
5
 

18)  The nuance of hate in this passage is to reject in favor of a greater love. The greater 

love is for the Lord (or God cf. Matt. 10:37 also Gen 29:30-33- “unloved”: ׂשֵנא, sane- 

to hate).
6
 

19)  To fall short in this area, nullifies one’s discipleship in the CWL. 

20)  Jesus plainly states, “…he cannot be My disciple.” 

21)  A believer might claim he is a disciple of Christ, but such claims empty and 

illegitimate. 

22)  The phrase “cannot be” indicates one is lacks the ability to serve as a bona fide 

disciple of Christ. 

23)  This should be a sobering point for many believers that make service to God a very 

important responsibility NOT their most important responsibility in life (MPR). 

24)  Serve God not one’s loyalty or even family affection for others (cf. Deut. 13:6-8, Psa. 

73:25-26, Acts 20:24, Phil. 3:8, Rev. 12:11). 

25)  The believer must continue to make God the most important responsibility in this 

life. 

26)  Remember, the disciples dropped everything and began serving the Lord (Luke 5:11, 

27-28, 14:33). 

27)  Our niche is different than the disciples during 1
st
 Advent, but there are many 

parallels. 

28)  In the CA, the “drop everything and serve the Lord” mental attitude is demonstrated 

by being a consistent student of the WOG in an adjusted local church (Heb. 10:25). 

29)  This attitude is further epitomized by the consistent application of sound doctrine in 

one’s niche (James 1:22ff cf. Luke 6:46ff). 

30)  Many lack endurance and eventually fall away due to the pressures in the AC (Matt. 

24:10, Mark 4:17, 1 Tim. 4:1). 

31)  This eventuality is not only avoidable but inexcusable. We must use the spiritual 

assets God has given each of us (2 Peter 3:17, Heb. 3:12 cf. 1 Cor. 15:58, Eph. 3:16). 

32)  We must take heed and sort out our allegiances, God and His plan or____. 

33)  If one conflicted in this area, he will be compromised. 

34)  Jesus continues to press the point in v. 27 saying, “Whoever does not carry his own 

cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.” 

35)  It was the Roman custom to force the condemned to carry the horizontal cross beam, 

the patibulum to the site of execution.
7
 

                                              
5
 Arnold, 445. 

6
 Ibid.  
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36)  The statement foreshadows the Lord’s own experience going to His execution (John 

19:17 cf. Luke 23:26). 

37)  Despite the actual death of Jesus and others, most believes will not actually die for 

their faith. 

38)  The symbolism of taking up one’s cross is of primary importance. 

39)  To take up one’s cross is to be completely committed to serving God and His plan for 

our lives. 

40)  As previously, those who refuse are not legitimate disciples. 

41)  This necessarily will involve hardship, but will result in great reward (Mark 10:29-

30, Acts 14:22, 2 Tim. 3:12 cf. Luke 6:22, 1 Peter 4:14). 

42)  We must be steadfast in our commitment to God and be effective disciples in the AC. 

43)  We ought to strive to be a slave of righteousness and serve God rather than serving 

man and the OSN (Rom. 6:18). 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                  
7
 Ibid. 
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Luke 14:28-30 "For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit 

down and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it? 
29

 "Otherwise, when 

he has laid a foundation, and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, 
30

 saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish. 

Analysis of vv. 28-30: 

1) Jesus has just emphasized the reality of being a true disciple: put God first and do not 

let anyone or anything to interfere with serving Him in the CWL. 

2) This is an opportunity to be set apart for God in the cosmos (Col. 4:5). 

3) While most around including many believers, are serving their own interests, the +v 

believer may set a visible example of commitment to God (e.g. consistent intake and 

application of Bible doctrine, diligence on the job/working for the Lord, etc.- Matt. 

5:16 cf. Phil. 1:27, Col. 3:23) 

4) To those who wish to be a true disciple, Jesus advises these to count the cost of 

discipleship. 

5) It’s a worthy endeavor, but one ought to seriously deliberate on the realities of 

discipleship. 

6) The Lord provides an analogy between a building project and being a true disciple in 

the CWL. 

7) He frames the analogy in a rhetorical question. The point is accepted as blatantly 

obvious. 

8) If anyone desires to build a tower, he must take time to calculate if there are sufficient 

resources to complete the job (e.g. money, materials, and labor). 

9) All of this is done prior to building or at least a sensible person will seriously consider 

the real cost of the project before commencing the building. 

10)  The goal of course is to complete the tower. 

11)  Otherwise the one who begins but fails to properly calculate the cost and falls short 

of completion will face ridicule. 

12)  The circumstances are analogous to the believer and being a disciple of Jesus. 

13)  All believers ought to be committed disciples, but there is a cost. 

14)  This cost is in the form of suffering, deprivations and assorted hardships in the CWL 

(Matt 24:9, John 15:20, Acts 14:22, 2 Tim. 3:12). 

15)  The aspiring disciple must consider these things and be prepared to pay the cost. 

16)  The believer cannot foresee every eventuality or adversity to be encountered; only 

God has this ability. 

17)  Nevertheless, be prepared to pay the price in every area of your niche. 
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18)  Many believers profess their love and commitment to the Lord, but when difficulties 

and suffering arise, their progress comes to a grinding halt. 

19)  The reason? The cost is considered too high and the “building” stops. 

20)  This takes the form of spiritual compromise in the cosmos: friendships with worldly 

types, inconsistent attendance in Bible class, lukewarm thinking, etc. 

21)  Some are ashamed of their faith (cf. Rom. 1:16, 2 Tim. 1:8). 

22)  The aspiring disciple is now the ridiculed disciple providing an empty witness of the 

life. 

23)  One mustn’t be partially committed to the POG (2 Kings 20:3, 1 Chron. 28:9, 29:9 cf. 

2 Chron. 25:1,-2, 25-28, Rev. 3:16). 

24)  We cannot afford to be self-deceived or careless in this matter. 

25)  God demands our full commitment and energy (Deut. 10:12, Matt. 22:37). 

26)  Full commitment is required to successfully complete our CWL and gain the wreath. 

27)  Get in the habit of appraising situations from the Divine viewpoint: What is the 

correct application of sound doctrine? Vs. What is the most expedient or convenient 

course of action? 

28)  Actually, count on massive inconveniences in the CWL. 

29)  Yet this shouldn’t be a source of despair or discouragement…from the Divine 

viewpoint (Psa. 34:19, John 16:33). 

30)  The astute +v believer will calculate and pay the various costs associated with 

completing his course. 
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Luke 14:31-33 "Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not 

first sit down and take counsel whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to 

encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 
32

 "Or else, while the other 

is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks terms of peace. 
33

 "So therefore, no one of 

you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions. 

Analysis of vv. 31-33: 

1) Jesus continues with a second analogy in v. 31. 

2) In this case, a king is potentially going to war with another king. 

3) Yet before engaging in battle, he must carefully consider the forces at his disposal and 

determine if they are sufficient to achieve victory. 

4) Interestingly the king is at a significant numerical disadvantage.  

5) The opposing king has twice as many forces. 

6) This is not to suggest that victory is impossible for the outnumbered king. 

7) Rather, if victory is to be achieved, it will be gained only with great cost. 

8) He must consider the quality of his men and resources and formulate a superior 

strategy. 

9) If not, he must seek terms for peace from the opposing king. 

10)  In either scenario, he is forced to act: fight or surrender. 

11)  This is not a situation where middle ground may be sought after. 

12)  In a sense, the believer faces a disadvantage in that we live in Satan’s domain. 

13)  We are outnumbered: few believe the Gospel while most reject salvation. 

14)  Aspiring disciples must be cognizant of this reality. 

15)  In a similar manner, we must consider our spiritual resources and prepare to use them 

to achieve victory in the AC. 

16)  The tactics and strategy that must be implemented in the battle is found in the Word 

of God (cf. 2 Cor. 10:3-4, Eph. 6:11ff). 

17)  The believer that doesn’t marshal these resources and lacks confidence in God’s 

word ought to sue for peace. Why? You’re already defeated. 

18)  With God’s help we can overcome seemingly impossible obstacles (2 Kings 19:1ff, 

35-37, Judges 6:33ff, 1 Sam. 17:32ff). 

19)  In .v 33 Jesus refers to one’s possessions. 

20)  He ties being a true disciple with the giving up of one’s possessions. 

21)  As we’ve seen before, this isn’t a requirement for all disciples (e.g. Peter, Luke 4:38). 

22)  Yet, some would be required to give up all their possessions to serve the Lord (cf. 

Heb. 10:34 also Acts 2:45). 
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23)  In this regard, one’s possessions may be a hindrance to being a true disciple (Matt. 

19:21-22). 

24)  Additionally, earthly possessions are utterly worthless in comparison with our 

treasure in Heaven (Luke 12:33). 

25)  We must not become enamored with the things or people of the world. 
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Luke 14:34-35 "Therefore, salt is good; but if even salt has become tasteless, with what 

will it be seasoned? 
35

 "It is useless either for the soil or for the manure pile; it is thrown 

out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  

Analysis of vv. 34-35: 

1) Jesus makes an inference from the previous context. 

2) In our verses He symbolically uses salt to primarily relate to the believer that fails to 

count the cost. 

3) Salt continues to be of primary importance in the preservation and seasoning of food. 

4) Salt, if degraded, can become useless as a preservative or seasoning. 

5) If it cannot be used for these essentials, then it is worthless even for other uses. 

6) Consequently, it is thrown out. 

7) The believer that doesn’t deliberate about the vicissitudes of the CWL is likened to 

salt that has lost its saltiness. 

8) This believer lacks the +v or doctrinal mind set to complete his course in manner 

pleasing to God. 

9) Let’s be clear…this believer has God’s full support, but doesn’t use it! 

10)  The discipleship of such a believer is rendered worthless. 

11)  To be thrown out portrays DD for being a failed disciple (e.g. self-inflicted misery in 

time). 

12)  Jesus concludes with the exhortation, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

13)  Essentially this is a directive to pay attention and apply His teaching (cf. Luke 8:8, 

9:44). 

End: Chapter 14 

 


