
Luke 13 

630 
 

Luke 13:1-3 Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him 

about the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 
2
 And He 

answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners 

than all other Galileans, because they suffered this fate? 
3
 "I tell you, no, but unless you 

repent, you will all likewise perish 

Analysis of vv.1-3: 

1) Jesus continues to teach the multitudes referred to in 12:54. 

2) He had just condemned them for their hypocrisy. 

3) As Luke reports on this same occasion Jesus was brought a news report. 

4) The report concerned certain Galileans that had been killed while they were offering 

sacrifices. 

5)  The number of Galileans is unspecified. 

6) Presumably they were offering sacrifices in Jerusalem attending one of the feasts. 

7) Here, their deaths are attributed to Pilate. 

8) “Pilate” refers to Pontius Pilate, the prefect of Judea (cf. Luke 3:1 Now in the 

fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip was tetrarch of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene…). 

9) The expression “whose blood Pilate mingled with their sacrifices” doesn’t necessarily 

have to be taken literally. 

10)  It could simply be a graphic metaphor for the simultaneous occurrence of the two 

events. 

11)  Although, based on reports of Pilate’s character, this was not out of the realm of 

possibility. 

12)  The basis for the killing of the Galileans on this occasion is not revealed. 

13)  However, Galileans had a reputation for rebelliousness.
1
 

14)  Further, Pilate had been very heavy handed in dealing with various cases of 

insurrection among the Jews. 

15)  It’s possible these Galileans were Zealots (cf. Acts 5:37 "After this man Judas of 

Galilee rose up in the days of the census, and drew away some people after him, he 

too perished, and all those who followed him were scattered.). 

16)  The killing of the Galileans may in part explain the enmity with his contemporary 

Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee (cf. Luke 23:12 Now Herod and Pilate became 

friends with one another that very day; for before they had been at enmity with each 

other.). 

17)  Pilate was involved in various political intrigues that didn’t work out in his favor. 

                                                           
1
 Marshal, 553. 
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18)  In some months’ time, he would acquiesce to the Jews in their demand for Jesus to be 

crucified. 

19)   Evidently those who gave the report were self-righteous in their judgement. 

20)  Countering this attitude, Jesus exhorts, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were 

greater sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered this fate?” 

21)  The implied answer to this rhetorical question is “yes.” 

22)  The Galileans killed by Pilate were considered by those who gave the news and 

undoubtedly others present, to be worse sinners because of their brutal death. 

23)  In essence, they believed these Galileans were slaughtered as a punishment for sin. 

24)  It was clearly no problem for the Lord to perceive and zero in on their erroneous 

reasoning (cf. perceiving greed in a member of His audience, Luke 12:13-15). 

25)  In v. 3 He strongly admonishes them saying, “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, 

you will all likewise perish.” 

26)  The correction is clear: the same end awaits these self-righteous types unless they 

change. 

27)  Our term “repent” means to change one’s mind (μετανοέω, metanoeo). 

28)  Specifically, they must change their mind about the Lord; rather than continuing to 

reject Him, they must accept Him. 

29)  If there wasn’t a change of thinking then Jesus assures them they would “perish” too. 

30)  This is set up in a 3
rd

 class condition: “Unless you repent…maybe you will or maybe 

you won’t, but if not…you will all likewise perish.” 

31)  The verb translated “perish” refers to more than physical death; it also carries the 

nuance of ruination or destruction (ἀπόλλυμι, apollumi). 

32)  Indeed these might perish in violent circumstances like the others, but ultimately their 

ruination also included eternity in hell (cf. John 3:36, 2 Peter 2:9). 

33)  Changing one’s mind and believing in the Messiah doesn’t necessarily preclude one 

from dying violently, but it does spare one from eternal ruin in the Lake of Fire (Matt. 

14:10, Acts 12:2, Heb. 11:35ff. cf. John 3:16, 10:28, 11:25). 

34)  The Lord’s sets the record straight regarding Divine viewpoint. 

35)  It’s likely that many in the audience would die when the Romans forcefully 

subjugated Israel in 70 AD (Luke 19:43-44, 21:20-24). 

36)  Israel’s discipline was a consequence of collective disobedience and unrighteousness. 

37)  The nation had refused to heed the warnings of the prophets and notably the Messiah. 

38)  We see in part that Divine discipline is a result of –v to God’s directive will. 
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Luke 13:4-5 "Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell 

and killed them, were worse debtors than all the men who live in Jerusalem? 
5
 "I tell you, 

no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish." 

 

Analysis of vv. 4-5: 

1) Jesus continues to rebuke those who were self-righteous by adding a second point. 

2) He reveals another current event where eighteen people were killed when the tower in 

Siloam, a structure in Jerusalem, fell upon them. 

3) Again Jesus alludes to the presumption that those killed “were worse debtors than all 

the men who live in Jerusalem.” 

4) The term “debtors” is a variant for “sinners” (ὀφειλέτης, opheiletes cf. debt of sin, 

Luke 12:58 also Matt. 6:12, Luke 11:4, Col. 2:14). 

5) Jesus reiterates to the audience the need for repentance because they were in the same 

circumstances. 

6) They too ought to expect eternal ruin unless they changed their thinking. 

7) Many were self-deceived into thinking they were secure in their faith, but in fact were 

hostile to God and His plan. 

8) Jesus desired for them to come to their senses and see the truth. 

9) Hence the need for the forceful exhortation. 

10)  There are times when the believer must exhort an unbeliever sometimes forcefully 

regarding the reality of their eternal future (Matt. 23:29, Luke 3:7). 

11)  At other times it is necessary to exhort other believers as to issues they need to deal 

with in their life (Psa. 1 Cor. 15:34, 1 Thess. 5:14). 

12)  The one exhorting with sound doctrine shouldn’t be put off by a negative response. 

13)  When you exhort or correct another involved in sin whether unbeliever or believer, it 

stirs up the OSN. 

14)  You may face antagonism and hostility (2 Chron. 24:20-21, Prov. 15:12). 

15)  Remember the words of our Lord (John 15:18-19 "If the world hates you, you know 

that it has hated Me before it hated you. 
19

 "If you were of the world, the world would 

love its own; but because you are not of the world, but 
 
I chose you out of the world, 

therefore the world hates you.). 

16)  Do not be discouraged. Consider the reward (Luke 6:22-23). 

17)  Also the apostle John (1 John 3:13 Do not marvel, brethren, if the world hates you)” 

18)  Also, those of the world whether unbeliever or believer love darkness (cf. John 3:19). 

19)  However, it is a normal function in the CWL for the righteous believer (cf. Acts 

20:31, 27:9, Rom. 15:14, 1 Cor. 4:14, Col. 1:28). 

20)  Many times exhortation and admonishment is rejected despite the best intent (Psa. 

81:8, 13, 92:6, Prov. 10:17, Lam. 2:13). 
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21)  Even the most sincere, on point exhortation won’t necessarily result in a change of 

thinking on the part of the recipient (Prov. 17:10). 

22)  Consider the Lord’s ministry: The call to repent was largely ignored by the crowds. 

23)  Sound doctrine typically provokes a response from an individual, +v or -v. 

24)  If one is exposed to Bible doctrine and then rejects it, this individual is –v. 

25)  In essence the person refuses to change their thinking or repent in accordance with 

God’s directive will. 

26)  We must not rationalize the situation and presume that God is somehow going to 

change the person. 

27)  One’s response to God’s word, whether +v, -v and even lukewarm is solely 

dependent upon the individual’s volition. 

28)  God desires all men to come to a knowledge of the truth, but it’s the few that are 

saved (1 Tim. 2:4 cf. Matt. 7:14, 1 Peter 3:20). 

29)  Hence we see God doesn’t cause a person to believe or somehow coerce their 

volition. 

30)  The opportunity to gain eternal life is placed before all men…take or leave it. 

31)  God operates in a consistent manner with believers and their response to Bible 

doctrine as well. 

32)  The opportunity to learn and apply Bible doctrine is given to all believers. 

33)  God doesn’t cause + v or –v to His word any more than one’s response to the 

SAJG/His plan. 

34)  It’s up to the individual’s free choice (Prov. 9:12). 

35)  In vv. 1-5, the primary thrust is the need for repentance. 

36)  Interestingly the self-righteous types viewed the physical deaths of these individuals 

as Divine discipline. 

37)  Although they were self-deceived regarding their own righteousness (or lack thereof), 

the presumption of DD is correct. 

38)  It wasn’t “bad luck” to be offering sacrifices that day or being in the vicinity of the 

tower in Siloam when it fell. 

39)  Those who are –v to God and His plan are recipients of punitive actions and 

frequently die the SUD (Prov. 15:10, 26:3, 28:14, Rom. 1:18 cf. 1 Kings 21:20ff, 2 

Kings 9:30ff, Acts 5:1ff). 

40)  This reality ought to provide the proper impetus to receive and adopt God’s standards 

(cf. Isa. 3:8-11). 
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Luke 13:6-9 And He began telling this parable: "A certain man had a fig tree which had 

been planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it, and did not find any. 
7
 

"And he said to the vineyard-keeper, 'Behold, for three years I have come looking for 

fruit on this fig tree without finding any. Cut it down! Why does it even use up the 

ground?' 
8
 "And he answered and said to him, 'Let it alone, sir, for this year too, until I 

dig around it and put in fertilizer; 
9
 and if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if not, cut it 

down.'"  

Analysis of vv. 6-9: 

1) After teaching about repentance, Jesus proceeds to relate a parable. 

2) It is commonly referred to as the parable of the barren fig tree. 

3) Jesus begins saying, “A certain man had a fig tree which had been planted in his 

vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it, and did not find any.” 

4) The parable initially includes “a certain man” and an unproductive fig tree. 

5) Bearing in mind the symbolic nature of parables we should sort the identifications 

when possible. 

6) In the Greek, the term translated “fig tree” occurs first in Jesus’ parable thereby 

emphasizing its importance. 

7) The fig tree symbolizes the nation of Israel; it’s one of a number of symbols that refer 

to God’s chosen people: 

a) The olive tree (Jer. 11:16-17, Hosea 14:5-6, Rom. 11:16-18, 24).   

b) The grape vine (Psa. 80:8-14, Isa. 5:1-7, Jer. 2:21, Luke 20:9-17).   

c) The fig tree (Jer. 8:13-14, 24:1-10, 29:17, Hosea 9:10, Joel 1:7, Micah 7:1-2, Mark 

11:13-14 cf. 20-21, Luke 21:29-32). 

8) Optimally each of these trees, especially the fig tree ought to produce mature fruit. 

9) The “certain man” may be identified as God the Father who is the owner of the fig 

tree. 

10)  The tree is duly inspected for fruit but is unproductive and barren. 

11)  Note that this isn’t a case where fruit production was sporadic.  

12)  Rather, the fig tree didn’t produce anything. 

13)  The normal expectation of the one who plants the fig tree is that it will bear fruit. 

14)  As God planted or established Israel, He expected the nation to be fruitful. 

15)  That is, by fruitful, Israel was to be a beacon among the nations by worshipping God 

alone and otherwise maintain God’s righteous standards in daily living (cf. Luke 8:15, 

John 15:2-6,  Col. 1:10, Heb. 6:7-8 also Gal. 5:22). 

16)  Instead, we’ve seen they were antagonists of the Messiah and otherwise a beacon of 

false doctrine and apostasy. 

17)  Due to this unproductivity and paucity of righteousness, they were set aside and the 

church was tasked with this responsibility (Matt. 3:10-11, 21:33-43). 

18)  In the parable the “certain man” approaches the vineyard-keeper. 
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19)  It was the job of the vineyard keeper to gain maximum yield from the fig tree. 

20)  The vineyard keeper represents Jesus Christ. 

21)  The man addresses the vineyard keeper saying, “'Behold, for three years I have come 

looking for fruit on this fig tree without finding any. Cut it down! Why does it even 

use up the ground?'” 

22)  We see the fig tree was three years old, fully capable of fruit bearing yet remained 

unproductive. 

23)  The time frame portrays the duration of Christ’s ministry. 

24)  Note the “owner” didn’t wait three years to look for fruit.  

25)  He had periodically inspected the tree over the course of three years and found no 

fruit. 

26)  This is an apt portrayal of the Jews and their collective response to Christ and His 

message: -v prevailed consequently no evidence of righteousness. 

27)  God as the owner gives the order to cut down the fig tree and further observes that 

it’s a waste of ground. 

28) The nation was spiritually unproductive to such a degree that DD was imminent. 

29)  However, the vineyard-keeper or Christ intercedes and petitions for additional time to 

save the fig tree or Israel (cf. Luke 13:34, 23:34). 

30)  He says, “Let it alone, sir, for this year too, until I dig around it and put in fertilizer; 

and if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if not, cut it down.” 

31)  The nation is given some extra time in order to change their course (until 70AD). 

32)  Christ and the Father wanted to give Israel every opportunity to recover and pursue 

righteousness. 

33)  Digging around and fertilizing the fig tree depicts Jesus’ evangelistic efforts through 

the end of His ministry. 

34)  He exhausted all means to wake up the nation but to no avail. 

35)  Additionally, Israel was evangelized by the apostles and others prior to 70 AD. 

36)  Although, Israel was granted more time, the Father and Son are in agreement as to 

the final end should change not be forthcoming: the tree or Israel would certainly be 

cut down. 

37)  This is what happened to Israel and ultimately to all those nations that reject God and 

embrace evil (e.g. Egypt at the Exodus, Assyria- 2 Chron. 32:9ff, Nahum 3:18-19).  

38)  It is the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord of the Armies that leads the assault on unrighteous 

nations (cf. Deut. 29:23, Isa. 1:9, James 5:4, Rev. 19:11ff). 

39)  He doesn’t maintain the policy to sustain nations that consistently violate His 

righteous standards even despite urgent prayers (2 Kings 17:13ff, Jer. 7:16, 11:14, 

14:11ff, 15:1, Ezek. 14:14, 20). 

40)  However, prior to such DD, God patiently waits for a change of thinking whether a 

nation or individual is in view (cf. Psa. 86:15, 2 Peter 3:9). 
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41)  Application: Don’t treat God’s grace with contempt; make the necessary changes in 

your spiritual life while there is time (Num. 14:18, Heb. 12:6ff). 
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Luke 13:10-13 And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 
11

 And 

behold, there was a woman who for eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a spirit; 

and she was bent double, and could not straighten up at all. 
12

 And when Jesus saw her, 

He called her over and said to her, "Woman, you are freed from your sickness." 
13

 And 

He laid His hands upon her; and immediately she was made erect again, and began 

glorifying God.  

Analysis of vv. 10-13: 

1) At this point in the narrative, the setting is familiar. 

2) Jesus is teaching in one of the synagogues. 

3) The word translated “Sabbath” is actually plural so we have “Sabbaths” (σάββασιν, 

sabbasin). 

4) Its possible Jesus was teaching in this particular synagogue on multiple Sabbaths. 

5) Although this was late in His ministry and opposition had increased, He was still able 

to utilize synagogues as an arena to spread the Gospel. 

6) However, as we will see the miracle He performed would stir up indignation and 

hostility. 

7) During His teaching, Jesus observed a woman in poor physical condition. 

8) Indeed, she had an illness with a demonic origin (cf. Luke 9:38ff). 

9) Luke indicates the woman was “bent double, and could not straighten up at all” for a 

period of eighteen years 

10)  The manifestation of the disease or demonic oppression suggests a type of severe 

arthritis or scoliosis. 

11)  Upon seeing her, Jesus called her to Him saying, “Woman, you are freed from your 

sickness.” 

12)  He pronounced her immediately and permanently freed from her sickness (and 

demonic oppression). 

13)  The Lord laid His hands upon her and she immediately regained a normal, upright 

posture (“erect”- ἀνορθόω, anothoo- to straighten up from a bent position). 

14)  The verbal phrase, “made erect” is passive and so she was caused to be straightened 

up by power other than her own (i.e. Divine). 

15)  After her healing, the woman began glorifying God. 

16) There’s no evidence that the woman believed in Jesus; therefore this miracle wasn’t 

necessarily due to saving faith.  

17)  Jesus’s reaction is motivated by compassion for the woman’s condition, both 

physical and spiritual. 

18)  This was not an isolated instance; Jesus frequently felt compassion for those around 

him (Matt. 9:36, 14:14, 15:32, Mark 1:41). 

19)  He was simply impacted by her great suffering. 



Luke 13 

638 
 

20)  As we view the sufferings of those around us, physical or otherwise, we too must be 

merciful and compassionate (cf. Micah 6:8, Zech. 7:9, Luke 6:36 cf. Luke 10:30ff). 

21)  This is especially true for members of the local church (Col. 3:12). 

22)  Mercy is to be shown to those who are spiritually compromised (Jude 1:22-23). 

23)  Compliance in this area of Divine viewpoint is important since those who are 

merciless will be shown no mercy (James 2:13 cf. Matt. 18:23ff). 
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Luke 13:14-17 And the synagogue official, indignant because Jesus had healed on the 

Sabbath, began saying to the multitude in response, "There are six days in which work 

should be done; therefore come during them and get healed, and not on the Sabbath day." 
15

 But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites, does not each of you on the 

Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall, and lead him away to water him? 
16

 

"And this woman, a daughter of Abraham as she is, whom Satan has bound for eighteen 

long years, should she not have been released from this bond on the Sabbath day?" 
17

 And 

as He said this, all His opponents were being humiliated; and the entire multitude was 

rejoicing over all the glorious things being done by Him.  

Analysis of vv. 14-17: 

1) The miracle accomplished by Christ certainly impressed many of those present. 

2) Indeed to be a first-person witness to the woman’s healing would’ve been 

phenomenal albeit astonishing (cf. Luke 5:26) 

3) Luke cites a notable exception…the synagogue official. 

4) The word translated synagogue official refers to a leader in a synagogue that 

administered services (ἀρχισυνάγωγος, archisunagogos- Acts 18:8, 17 also Mark 

5:22). 

5) The official or leader is described as “indignant,” a state of anger against what is 

assumed to be wrong (ἀγανακτέω, aganakteo- cf. Matt. 21:15, Mark 14:4). 

6) Specifically, he was angry because Jesus healed on the Sabbath. 

7) The leader proceeded to rebuke the synagogue audience proclaiming, “There are six 

days in which work should be done; therefore come during them and get healed, and 

not on the Sabbath day.” 

8) According to his legalistic mindset, the Lord has just committed a major 

transgression. 

9) Yet God never intended a complete cessation of activity on the Sabbath, especially 

acting with compassion towards others as here. 

10)  Rather, one was to refrain from working at his trade or occupation and reflect upon 

God’s Divine viewpoint (Lev. 23:3- “work”: ְמָלאָכה, melakah- occupation, trade, 

business, Deut. 5:14, 1 Kings 7:14, Psa. 107:23, Jer. 17:22, 24). 

11)  The leader, like many in Israel had been compromised in their thinking with the 

“leaven” of false doctrine (cf. Matt. 16:6). 

12)  He no doubt believed himself to be upholding righteousness, but in fact was 

promoting Satanic viewpoint. 

13)  In response, Jesus issues a sharp rebuke saying “You hypocrites, does not each of 

you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall, and lead him away to 

water him?” 
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14)  Although the synagogue leader was the one who rebuked the audience, he evidently 

had supporters. 

15)  Jesus addresses them as a group, “Hypocrites!” 

16)  Our word “hypocrite” in a basic sense refers to an actor or role-player (ὑποκριτής, 

hupocrites). 

17)  The leader and his peers were merely role-players or actors in the POG. 

18)  As actors, they were terrible, pretending to be righteous when in reality completely 

unrighteous (cf. Matt. 23:25, 27, Mark 7:6). 

19)  They played a character that was completely unconvincing to the Lord and He rightly 

condemned them. 

20)  Jesus alludes to the fact that each unties or frees their animals, ox or donkey, in order 

that they might drink on the Sabbath. 

21)  According to their own legalistic standards, this would constitute work yet they still 

cared for their animals. 

22)  In v. 16, Jesus argues that if they have no issue freeing their animals on the Sabbath. 

23)  How could they take issue Jesus healing the woman? 

24)  After all, He points out that the woman is one of their own, a daughter of Abraham 

who has been oppressed by Satan with sickness for eighteen years. 

25)  Surely even they would recognize this woman demanded more care and mercy than 

their animals. 

26)  Jesus’ argument is airtight and proves to be humiliating to His detractors. 

27)  They were publicly put to shame and their act was revealed. 

28)  In contrast, the multitude was rejoicing over these circumstances. 

29)  The Lord didn’t wait and consider whether His words might be offensive to the 

leader and others. 

30)  Further, Jesus didn’t cater to or pull any punches with the legalistic traditions of men; 

He blasted their thinking and conduct. 

31)  His sharp rebuke of the indignant hypocrites was appropriate in these circumstances. 

32)  A public pronouncement of false doctrine was dealt with through a public 

humiliation. 

33)  Such occasions will arise in the CWL where sharp rebukes are necessary (cf. 1 Tim. 

5:20, Titus 1:13, 2:15). 

a) 1 Tim. 5:20- “rebuke”, ἐλέγχω, elegcho- to expose, to express strong 

disapproval. 

b) Titus 1:15- “reprove”, ἐλέγχω, elegcho + “severely”- ἀποτόμως, apotomos- 

severely, harshly. 

c) Titus 2:15- “exhort”, παρακαλέω, parakaleo- make strong request, urge strongly 

+ “reprove”, ἐλέγχω, elegcho + “with all authority.”  
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34)  Argumentation based on sound doctrine will often put to shame those who adhere to 

human viewpoint and /or false doctrine (Acts 9:22, 18:26ff- note the adverb “more 

accurately”- ἀκριβῶς, akribos- involves both accurate, precise detail and 

completeness). 

35)  Expose false doctrine when the opportunity is presented (cf. Eph. 5:11). 

36)  Yet humiliation doesn’t necessarily eventuate in acceptance. 

37)  Often times it eventuates in hostility as in many cases with the Lord vs. the religious 

establishment. 

38)  However we must not conclude because of the negative reaction that the rebuke 

should not have been given. 

39)  Rebuke with sound doctrine and let the WOG and GHS deal with the situation and 

any fallout. 

40)  It’s better to expose false doctrine and fallacious thinking than to remain silent and 

seemingly condone it. 

41)  A greater knowledge of the truth of God’s word will enable the believer to counter 

the many stratagems and arguments of the world and Satan. 

42)  Essentially Jesus publicly rebuked the lack of mercy. 

43)  The thinking of the leader and others had degenerated to such a degree that they had 

more concern for animals than this woman. 

44)  The adherence to false doctrine had defiled their conscience and capacity for mercy. 

45)  Indeed a general lack of mercy is a characteristic of those who have unrighteous or 

worthless thinking (Rom. 1:28-31 cf. Prov. 28:27). 

46)  Scripture also makes clear that there are situations where mercy is to be limited or 

restricted on the part of the believer. 

47)  It’s evident in the WOG that God at times puts aside mercy and administers judgment 

upon those who transgress His righteous standards (Gen.7:6ff esp. 21-23, 19:24-26, 1 

Kings 13:1, 24-26, Prov. 1:28, Jer. 11:10-11, Ezek. 9:10). 

48)  As with all applications in the CWL, the believer ought to pray for the proper 

discernment as to what application is appropriate for situations that arise (cf. Psa. 

25:5, Prov. 2:2-5). 
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Luke 13:18-19 Therefore He was saying, "What is the kingdom of God like, and to what 

shall I compare it? 
19

 "It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his own 

garden; and it grew and became a tree; and the birds of the air nested in its branches." 

Analysis of vv. 18-19: 

1) No change of venue is evident in these verses. 

2) Jesus continues to teach in the synagogue after dealing with His opponents. 

3) In our verses the Lord teaches a parable in which He compares “the kingdom of God” 

with a “mustard seed.” 

4) Here, “the kingdom of God” is a general reference to God’s plan and its 

administration on earth (e.g. righteous living in the CWL, Rom. 14:17, 1 Cor. 4:20). 

5) Jesus isn’t alluding to His literal future kingdom or a heavenly realm (cf. Dan. 7:14). 

6) The mustard seed is an exceedingly small seed that given time will grow into a 

relatively large tree or shrub (e.g. sinapis nigra- black mustard plant). 

7) The proportion of growth from seed to tree is massive; full grown specimens may 

reach 10 ft. 

8) This is analogous to the growth or expansion of God’s plan through the world in the 

CA from relatively small beginnings in Jesus’ ministry in Galilee. 

9) On an individual level, the parable is also analogous to a believer’s spiritual growth 

and maturity in phase 2 that originated from one small act, faith in Christ. 

10)  The man who threw the seed in the garden portrays the Holy Spirit’s role of 

providing the Gospel and sound doctrine to mankind (cf. 1 Thess. 1:5, 2 Tim. 3:16, 

James 1:21, 2 Peter 1:21). 

11)  The size of the tree and birds nesting in its branches portrays strength and stability of 

the believer that remains steadfast and faithful to Bible doctrine (Psa. 1:1-3, 92:12-15, 

Jer. 17:7-8). 

12)  As physical growth is expected from a plant, so spiritual growth is the expectation for 

the believer (cf. Luke 2:40, 2 Peter 3:18). 

13)  Seeking the Lord through the intake and application of Bible doctrine must be a 

constant endeavor in the life of the believer (Psa. 105:4). 
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Luke 13:20-21 And again He said, "To what shall I compare the kingdom of God? 
21

 "It 

is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of meal, until it was all 

leavened." 

Analysis of vv. 20-21: 

1) The Lord continues His teaching about the kingdom of God in our verses. 

2) The passage is frequently referred to as the Parable of the Leaven. 

3) As in the previous verses, the kingdom of God is not a reference to a physical 

kingdom. 

4) Rather, Jesus refers to God’s plan and its administration on earth. 

5) The kingdom is compared to leaven that is added to dough to begin the process of 

fermentation. 

6) The leaven is added to “three pecks of meal” a measure roughly equivalent to 39 liters 

(or 36 quarts). 

7) Although the measure of leaven is not specified, only a very minimal amount is used 

to ferment the large quantity of meal (cf. Gal. 5:9). 

8) Note the whole amount of meal or wheat flour was fermented. 

9) Typically leaven is used to represent sin, false doctrine, and that which is contrary to 

God’s directive will (Matt, 16:6-12, Luke 12:1, 1 Cor. 5:6ff). 

10)  In this general sense, it portrays the inevitable impact that various forms of 

evil…even very small amounts… will have in the life of the unwary believer (i.e. 

corruption of sound doctrine, deterioration of spiritual life, 1 Cor. 15:33 cf. Heb. 

3:12). 

11)  However, here, leaven is depicted in a positive light in a comparison with the 

kingdom of God (cf. Matt. 13:33). 

12)  This like the mustard seed is analogous to the expansion of God’s plan through the 

world in the CA from very modest beginnings with Jesus in Galilee. 

13)  It’s easy to see from our current perspective, that the impact of the Gospel and Bible 

doctrine has been worldwide. 

14)  The parable also alludes to the internal impact the WOG will have on the believer 

beginning with saving faith. 

15)  The simple step of faith in Jesus Christ begins a process that influences the whole life 

of the believer (cf. Phil. 1:6). 

16)  The ongoing influence is accomplished with the FGHS, the study and application of 

God’s word (Psa. 112:1, Luke 11:28, Rom. 8:26, Eph. 3:16, Heb. 4:12). 

17)  As a general principle, Bible doctrine should permeate our thinking and impact every 

area of our lives. 

18)  We ought to be seekers of God and His word (cf. Isa. 26:9, Phil 4:9). 

19)  Obviously, Bible doctrine will not have a positive impact on the believer without 

effort, sometime major effort. 
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20)  However if the CWL is approached properly, the effort will not be in vain (1 Cor. 

15:58, Gal. 6:9). 

21)  God’s system sometimes referred to as GAP must be utilized. 

22)  GAP is an acronym which means “grace apparatus for perception.” 

23)  Internally, this consists of: 

a) The indwelling of the Holy Spirit, who is the ultimate teacher of Bible doctrine for 

the believer that is in fellowship (1 Cor. 2:12). 

i) This fact does not alleviate the necessity of having a human teacher (1 Cor. 

2:13, Eph. 4:11ff). 

ii) In fact, rejection of God’s appointed teacher is a manifestation of arrogance 

and rebellion (3 John 1:9). 

b) The human spirit regenerated at the point of salvation returns the believer to a 

trichotomous state (Titus 3:5).  

c) The inner man, which provides the framework to override the OSN, is built up 

through the intake of doctrine.  (Eph. 3:16, Col. 2:7, 3:9-10). 

24)  Externally, the GAP system requires the following: 

a)  The quest for gnosis (knowledge). 

i) A local church, the authorized environment for teaching Bible doctrine, which 

assembly believers are commanded not to forsake (Heb. 10:25). 

ii) A properly trained pastor-teacher armed with the correct hermeneutic 

principles, extracting the content of the Bible through the literal, historical 

method of interpretation, with his emphasis on study, teaching, refutation of 

human/demonic viewpoint, rebuke and exhortation (2 Tim. 2:2). 

iii) The pastor-teacher must be committed to the method of teaching verse by 

verse, from the original languages, interpreting isagogically (1 Cor. 9:9, 1 Tim. 

4:15). 

iv) He must establish an environment conducive to the intake of Bible doctrine, 

insisting on the appropriate public decorum. 

v) The pastor-teacher is responsible for the decorum of the assembly and is to see 

that good manners and poise are maintained. 

vi) Each believer must give the information a fair and impartial hearing, in 

fellowship, which is evidence of true humility (James 1:19-21). 

vii) This system requires consistent attendance, self-discipline, concentration, 

comprehension, repetition, and reflection. 

b) The quest for epignosis (complete knowledge). 

i) This occurs when the believer applies faith toward the teaching of Bible 

doctrine (Acts 4:4, 1 Cor. 15:11). 

ii) Faith in God’s word is the basis for righteousness at saving faith and over the 

course of a believer’s life (Rom. 3:22, 4:5, James 2:23). 

iii) As the believer applies faith or believes sound doctrine, he re-programs his 

thinking with the Divine viewpoint of life (Heb. 11:6).  
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iv) The goal is to replace our ingrained human viewpoint with God’s wisdom 

(Deut. 6:5-10, Proverbs 3:3 , 4:4-5, Romans 12:2, Eph. 4:22-23). 

25) This is a lifelong process as we struggle against our OSN and various worldly 

influences. 

26)  Over time the believer who thoroughly learns the truth is transformed and develops a 

different outlook on life. 

27)  Ideally, one’s thinking that was once dominated by earthly concerns is now set on the 

things above and living a life that is pleasing to God (Col. 3:1-2). 
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Luke 13:22-25 And He was passing through from one city and village to another, 

teaching, and proceeding on His way to Jerusalem. 
23

 And someone said to Him, "Lord, 

are there just a few who are being saved?" And He said to them, 
24

 "Keep striving to 

enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 
25

 

"Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the door, and you begin to stand outside 

and knock on the door, saying, 'Lord, open up to us!' then He will answer and say to you, 

'I do not know where you are from.'  
 

Analysis of vv. 22-25: 

 

1) Here in our verses we see that Jesus is traveling and teaching with Jerusalem being 

the ultimate destination. 

2) Luke indicates the Lord passed through various cities and villages on the way. 

3) However there is a lack of geographical specifics in our verses. 

4) This would be His final journey to Jerusalem (~early 33 AD). 

5) The priority as ever was evangelizing and teaching the multitudes. 

6) Jesus was approached by someone and asked, “Lord, are there just a few who are 

being saved?” 

7) Evidently the question didn’t originate with His disciples, rather the Greek indicates 

“a certain man.” 

8) We may surmise that this individual was cognizant that Jesus frequently condemned 

the spiritual leaders and the prevailing apostasy of the day. 

9) Jesus didn’t give His countryman a free pass to salvation because they were Jews (cf. 

Matt. 12:34, 23:15, 23, John 8:39ff). 

10)  Neither did His predecessor, John the Baptist for that matter (Luke 3:7). 

11)  This was at odds with the common view of salvation for the Jews. 

12)  In Jesus’ day, it was a common belief that all Jews would be saved.
2
  

13)  The Mishnah indicates, “All Israelites have a share in the world to come.” 

14)  The exceptions: those who deny the resurrection, those who deny the divine origin of 

the Law, those who read heretical books, those who utter charms, those who 

pronounce the divine name YHWH, and Epicureans (a designation for Jews and 

Gentiles who opposed the teaching of the rabbis).
3
 

15)  Many of the Jews were quite comfortable with this notion of salvation, but in 

response Jesus cuts to the heart of the matter. 

16)  Jesus responds “to them” not just to the individual that asked the question. 

17)  He doesn’t answer the question directly. 

                                                           
2
 Arnold, Bible Backgrounds Commentary, 437. 

3 Ibid. 
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18)  Instead of speculating about the circumstances of others, Jesus shifts the focus on 

individual responsibility. 

19)  He directs them, “Keep striving to enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will 

seek to enter and will not be able.” 

20)  The “narrow door” is the way of way of salvation through which one may pass only 

if he has believed in Jesus the Messiah. 

21)  It bears noting that here is only one door indicating a singular path to salvation (John 

14:6, Acts 4:12 cf. John 3:16). 

22)  Our term translated “striving” means to fight or struggle and from which is derived 

the meaning in our verse, to exert intense effort or to make every effort (ἀγωνίζομαι, 
agonizomai- 1 Cor. 9:25, Col. 4:12, 1 Tim. 6:12). 

23)  Apparently many in the audience had yet to believe. 

24)  Hence Jesus’ strongly phrased imperative which is essentially a command to believe. 

25)  Those who had yet to exercise faith ought to make every effort possible to enter. 

26)  The command emphasizes that this should be an ongoing concern so we translate, 

“Keep striving…” 

27)  Rather than put off making a decision, deal with the issue of salvation now and “do” 

whatever it takes (cf. Matt. 18:8-9). 

28)  Jesus explains that there will definitely be a point in time when it is too late for one to 

enter. 

29)  Many will try, but to no avail (due to their –v, 2 Cor. 4:3-4). 

30)  The Lord points out in v. 25, “Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the door, 

and you begin to stand outside and knock on the door, saying, 'Lord, open up to us!' 

then He will answer and say to you, 'I do not know where you are from.” 

31)  The imagery changes to that of a banquet or feast. 

32)  At a certain point the banquet begins and the head of the house, the Lord, shuts the 

door preventing admission of anyone else. 

33)  Latecomers are depicted as knocking on the door and crying out. 

34)  The knocking is really striking the door repeatedly to gain entry which suggests 

desperation. 

35)  To their cries, the Lord’s reply indicates they will not be allowed entry or even 

acknowledged. 

36)  This is significant for “to refuse to acknowledge origin is to refuse to acknowledge 

identity” (cf. John 9:29)
4
 

37)  That is, these are not identified as believers, legitimate guests of the banquet. 

38)  The Lord “knows” all who are His and will bar the entry of all unbelievers into His 

kingdom even if they call Him, “Lord.” (Matt. 7:21-22, 22:11-12, 25:11-12). 

                                                           
4 Idem, 438. 
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39)  Although, believers are known by the Lord having entered the narrow door, we must 

continue to give every effort to advancing in our spiritual lives. 

40)  We must strive to make timely and appropriate applications. 

41)  Do not put off making the right application in the CWL (Heb. 3:12-13). 

42) We do not have unlimited time to get things right (Psa. 144:4, James 1:10, 4:14).  
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Luke 13:26-28 "Then you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in Your presence, and 

You taught in our streets'; 
27

 and He will say, 'I tell you, I do not know where you are 

from; depart from Me, all you evildoers.' 
28

 "There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth 

there when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of 

God, but yourselves being cast out. 

Analysis of vv. 26-28: 

1) Those who were shut out continue to protest. 

2) They appeal to their basic familiarity with Lord. 

3) In a sense they were acquainted on a social level depicted by eating and drinking and 

they were familiar with His teaching. 

4) However, the connection they had with the Lord was purely superficial. 

5) It never eventuated into belief and a full relationship; clearly to merely be acquainted 

is insufficient. 

6) Many were fed by the Lord even ate with Him and thousands heard Him teach, but 

most rejected Him (John 1:11, Mark 6:3 cf. Isa. 53:3). 

7) Jesus continues to address the unbelievers as “you.” 

8) To the appeal of the unbelievers, He reiterates His rejection, “'I tell you, I do not 

know where you are from.” 

9) Further, He brands them as evildoers, lit. “workers of unrighteousness,” and 

commands them to depart. 

10)  The label is fitting as the unbeliever is a slave to sin and unrighteousness (cf. Rom. 

6:6, Gal. 4:8, Col. 1:21 cf. Eph. 2:3). 

11)  For those who reject the Messiah there is only –r not +R (cf. Titus 1:15-16).  

12)  The rejection of the unbeliever is complete and final. 

13)  It involves a permanent separation from the Lord. 

14)  Yet all mankind has the opportunity to believe, but most will squander the chance. 

15)  The unbeliever is expelled from the presence of Jesus, but is cognizant of those who 

are allowed in His presence in the kingdom. 

16)  Namely, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets. 

17)  This will be particularly galling as many of the Jews thought they were following the 

pattern of Abraham. 

18)  Faced with this reality, there will be “weeping and gnashing of teeth” for the 

unbeliever. 

19)  The futility of their thinking will be realized and they will be distraught (cf. Eph. 

4:17). 

20)  Weeping and gnashing of teeth depicts torment and rage (Psa. 37:12, 112:10, Acts 

7:54 cf. Matt. 13:49-50). 

21)  This will be the experience of all unbelievers. 
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Luke 13:29-30 "And they will come from east and west, and from north and south, and 

will recline at the table in the kingdom of God. 
30

 "And behold, some are last who will be 

first and some are first who will be last." 

Analysis of vv. 29-30: 

1) Jesus continues to reveal details about the banquet. 

2) The number of guests will increase from the nations of the earth. 

3) These attendees are believers from the four corners of the earth (“from east and west, 

and from north and south” cf. Mal. 1:11). 

4) Here, they are portrayed as reclining at a table at the banquet. 

5) In view is a future heavenly banquet (Millennial banquet- Isa. 25:6, Luke 14:15, 

22:18, 28-30). 

6) Further, this description alludes to the inclusion of Gentiles at the celebration and is 

not strictly a reference to Jews in the Diaspora. 

7) The depiction calls to mind the future marriage supper of Christ and the Church (Rev. 

19:9). 

8) V. 30 begins with “behold” as a prompt to pay attention. 

9) Jesus affirms a reversal of places in the future saying, “…some are last who will be 

first and some are first who will be last.” 

10)  Bear in mind the Lord is addressing unbelieving Jews that presume their salvation is 

their birthright. 

11)  In Jesus’ saying those who are “first” refers to the Jews in Israel to whom the 

Messiah came as prophesied. 

12)  They had the Messiah born in their midst and were the first to be exposed to His 

teaching.  

13)  This was an incredible blessing that was generally unrecognized and scorned (cf. 

Acts 3:13-14, 7:52-53). 

14)  Consequently, these Jews who had an unprecedented advantage and yet rejected 

Jesus will be last. 

15)  That is, contextually they would be excluded from the festivities and sentenced to 

hell. 

16)  The “last” who will be first refers to the Gentiles, Jews, and indeed all who pursue 

salvation through faith (cf. Rom. 9:1-4, 30-33). 

17)  We are aware of course in our dispensation that all who believe are on equal footing 

before God regarding salvation (Eph. 2:12-13, 3:4-6). 

18)  The conventions and beliefs of the “religious” Jews in Jesus’ day were and will be 

completely overturned (cf. Acts 28:24-28). 

19)  As a general rule, those who are “first” or great in the POG exhibit humility and a 

willingness to conform to God’s directive will, beginning with salvation (cf. Prov. 

22:4). 
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20)  The “last” invariably exhibit arrogance and an intractable unwillingness to obey God 

beginning with the call to believe in Christ; their end has been determined (cf. Isa. 

2:11-12, Mal. 4:1). 
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Luke 13:31-33 Just at that time some Pharisees came up, saying to Him, "Go away and 

depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You." 
32

 And He said to them, "Go and tell that 

fox, 'Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day 

I reach My goal.' 
33

 "Nevertheless I must journey on today and tomorrow and the next 

day; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of Jerusalem. 

Analysis of vv. 31-33: 

1) Jesus continues to teach in the various cities and is approached by some Pharisees. 

2) They relate a warning to Jesus saying, “Go away and depart from here, for Herod 

wants to kill You.” 

3) They appear to be looking out for the welfare of the Lord by warning Him about the 

intentions of Herod Antipas.  

4) Even so, their words are suspect due to the obvious hostility they have shown as a 

group to Jesus up to this point. 

5) Despite the general antipathy towards Him, we also must make the allowance that 

there were various Pharisees that accepted Jesus as a prophet and others that even 

accepted Him as the Messiah (cf. John 3:1ff, 9:16ff also Acts 15:5). 

6) Therefore some Pharisees would be favorably disposed towards the Lord. 

7) In other passages we see that Herod was uncertain as to the Lord’s true identity and 

was apparently eager to see Him (Matt. 14:1-2, Luke 23:8-11 ). 

8) Hence trying to determine the true motives of the Pharisees is problematic. 

9) Jesus takes their words at face value and responds, “Go and tell that fox, 'Behold, I 

cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I reach My 

goal.”. 

10)  His reply presumes that the Pharisees were in contact with Herod. 

11)  Jesus labels Herod as a “fox” which corresponds to his sly, crafty nature. 

12)  This “fox” would eventually meet and mistreat the Lord (cf. Acts 4:27).  

13)  The Lord unequivocally indicated He had a job to accomplish and Herod’s threat 

meant nothing. 

14) It was business as usual: casting out demons and healing for the immediate future in 

this region. 

15)  To react to the warning and leave would be to ignore God the Father’s directive will 

for Jesus’ ministry. 

16)  His commitment and lack of fear was evident to all. 

17)  We too ought to have the same attitude and commitment to the POG in the face of 

various “threats” in the AC. 

18)  Be ready to make a stand for your faith in the cosmos (1 Tim. 6:12, Jude 1:3). 

19)  Fear and compromise is never appropriate (Psa. 27:14, 31:24, 1 Cor. 16:13, 2 Thess. 

2:15).  
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20)  Jesus had a goal to complete; He also knew that His work would eventually lead Him 

to Jerusalem where He would “perish.” 

21)  He alludes to Himself as a prophet. 

22)  Jerusalem had an infamous history involving prophets sent to the city (Jere. 26:20ff, 

Luke 11:47-48, Acts 7:52 cf. 1 Thess. 2:14-15). 

23)  In light of the history and –v in Jerusalem, it was only appropriate that that the 

Messiah’s ministry would terminate there. 
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Luke 13:34-35 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 

sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her 

brood under her wings, and you would not have it! 
35

 "Behold, your house is left to you 

desolate; and I say to you, you shall not see Me until the time comes when you say, 

'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!'"  
 

Analysis of vv. 34-35: 

 

1) Jesus laments the –v of His people and those in Jerusalem in particular. 

2) The city as we’ve seen in the previous discussion had a reputation for murder. 

3) Stoning is mentioned by Jesus as a method of murder (cf. 2 Chron. 24:20-22, Acts 

7:58-59). 

4) Jesus dealt with numerous attempts to murder Him; however these were unsuccessful 

(Luke 4:28ff, John 8:59, 10:31, 11:8). 

5) Quite simply, it was not proper time or manner in which Jesus would die. 

6) God was in control of all the details and even the most meticulous plotting would 

come unraveled. 

7) Despite knowing the antagonism Jesus expresses compassion for Jerusalem. 

8) His address to Jerusalem incorporates the Jewish people as a whole and not merely 

the residents of Jerusalem (cf. Matt. 9:36). 

9) He wanted to protect them and care for them; here, expressed through analogy with a 

hen protecting her brood under her wings. 

10) The expression “how often” indicates this was the Lord’s desire on a number of 

occasions. 

11)  The depiction of God providing protection under His wing is prevalent in the OT 

(Deut. 32:11, Psa. 57:1, 61:4, Ruth 2:12). 

12)  Yet His overtures to provide spiritual sustenance and nourishment were rejected. 

13)  Consequently Jesus declares, “Behold, your house is left to you desolate” 

14)  This state foretells of the ruin of Jerusalem: physically and in a sense, spiritually 

(Matt. 21:33-46, Luke 21:5, 6, 20-24; 23:27-31). 

15)  Jesus continues saying, “I say to you, you shall not see Me until the time comes when 

you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

16)  His words refer to the 2
nd

 advent not the triumphal entry (this occurred after the 

triumphal entry, Matt. 21:9 cf. Matt. 23:37-39). 

17)  Although some did utter these words at His entry, Jesus is referring to a time when 

He would be welcomed and accepted on a permanent basis (Isa. 59:17-21, Zech. 

12:10-14, Rom. 11:25-27). 

18)  At that time and not before, He will be recognized as the Messiah (cf. John 7:33-36, 

8:21-25). 

End: Chapter 13 


