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1) Preliminary considerations. 

a) Marriage, from the biblical position, is an institution established by God 

prior to the fall of mankind. 

b) Among the divine institutions, marriage is preceded only by volition and is 

logically followed by family and nations.  

c) Furthermore, it was designed to be a permanent union between a man and 

woman. 

d) It has been established by God for the happiness and fulfillment of men and 

women. 

e) It is also provides the means whereby the human race could populate the 

earth and exercise dominion over it (cf. Gen. 1:27-28). 

f) Marriage was designed for the human race in general but our study will be 

based on the standards of Bible doctrine and from the perspective of the 

growing believer. 

g) Various forms of marriage are recognized and practiced by those in the 

world, so the believer ought to have a solid biblical understanding of the 

subject. 

h) In our day, the biblical model of marriage continues to come under attack in 

the form of homosexual unions, open marriages, polygamy, cohabitation as 

a trial marriage, etc. 

i) Divorce rates are staggering especially in the US. Nearly 50% of marriages 

culminate in divorce. Second and third marriages fail ca. 67% and 74% of 

the time respectively. 

j) As a result of so many failed marriages, many view the institution with 

distaste and apprehension. 

k) Although there are scores of reasons, the believer should recognize that 

failed and unhappy marriages are caused by the lack of adherence to 

biblical standards on the part of at least one spouse. 

l) Therefore it is critical to note that, in addition to establishing this divine 

institution, God has also revealed some explicit directives for both spouses 

to abide by in their relationship. 

m) For instance, if the husband doesn’t exercise his authority as the head of the 

house whether through ignorance or reluctance, then a certain level of 

unhappiness will ensure. On the other hand, if the wife doesn’t recognize 

the husband as her primary authority in the home, then this will cause strife. 

n) Among the important matters to be discussed is the identification of one’s 

spouse. 

o) Few decisions have a greater impact on one’s life than on whom to marry. 

While many in the world view marriage as disposable, this is at odds with 

God’s will. 

p) He designed it to be permanent. Therefore the criteria used to select a 

spouse are of supreme importance. 
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q) Time and again believers use superficial standards to judge their potential 

mate (e.g. profession, looks, cf. Judges 14:1ff). 

r) Whether identifying a spouse or building a successful, satisfying marriage 

the key is to apply sound doctrine to the situation. 

s) Application of biblical principles brings about blessing and happiness 

whereas the believer who doesn’t apply faces the prospect of a miserable 

marriage.    

2) Vocabulary. 

a) Various Hebrew terms and idiom. 

i) איׁש, ish: man, husband (Gen. 3:6, 16, 29:32). 

ii)  ה ִאשָּׁ ,ishshah: woman, female, wife (Gen. 2:24, Judges 1:12). 

iii) ל עַּ  .baal: to rule over, to marry (Deut. 20:3) ,בַּ

iv)   ל עַּ בַּ , baal: citizen, owner, husband (Ex. 21:44, Est. 1:20). 

v)  ן תַּ חָּׁ , chathan: to become a son-in-law, to intermarry (Gen. 34:9, Deut. 

7:3, Josh. 23:12, Ezra 9:14). 

vi)  ב יָּׁׁשַּ , yashab: to sit, to dwell, to marry (Hiphil stem, Ezra 10:2, 10, 14, 

Neh. 13:23, 27) 

vii)  ח קַּ לָּׁ , laqach: to take, to take a wife. Wife, ה  ִאשָּׁ , ishshah is the 

object of the verb. To take a wife is a very common figure of speech 

(Lev. 21:14- trans. “marry,” Judges 14:3). 

b) Various Greek terms and idiom. 

i) avpo. th/j parqeni,aj auvth/j, apo tes parthenias autes: lit. “from her 

virginity,” which is trans. “after her marriage” (Luke 2:36). 

ii) avnh,r, aner: a man, husband (Matt. 1:16, Col. 3:19). 

iii) evpigambreu,w, epigambreuo: to marry as next of kin (levirate marriage, 

Matt. 22:24). 

iv) game,w, gameo: to marry (1 Tim. 4:3). 

v) gami,zw, gamidzo: to cause to become married (Luke 17:27). 

vi) gami,skw, gamisko: to give in marriage (Luke 20:34). 

vii) ga,moj, gamos: marriage ceremony, the state of being married (Heb. 

13:4). 

viii) gi,nomai avnh,r, ginomai aner: lit. “to become to a man,” trans. to 

become married or joined to a man (Rom. 7:3). 

ix) gunh,, gune: a woman, wife (Eph. 5:22, 1 Tim. 3:12). 

x) u[pandroj, hupandros: married, under the authority of a man (Rom. 7:2). 

xi) suzeu,gnumi, suzeugnumi: to yoke together, to join together especially in 

marriage (Matt. 19:6). 

xii) fi,landroj, philandros: loving one’s husband (Titus 2:4). 

3) What is marriage? 
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a) As marriage has been established by God, it must be understood in relation 

to His design and plan (Gen. 1:26-27, 2:20-25). 

i) The precedent established with Adam and Eve is male and female. 

ii) God set up marriage to counter loneliness in the human race. Note that 

God created the perfect counterpart for Adam (Gen. 2:18). 

iii) God intended marriage to monogamous only involving a single couple. 

iv) Additionally He intended the marriage union to be permanent. 

v) Divorce was not part of His original design (Matt. 19:3-8, cf. Mal. 2:14-

16). 

b) A proper understanding of God’s design for marriage is critical because 

there are many types of marriages and “marriage-like” relationships that are 

accepted in our society today but are repugnant to God.  

c) A primary example of an illegitimate union is a same sex marriage. 

i) It violates the precedent set by the first marriage which was a union of a 

male and female. 

ii) Homosexual relationships are singled out as particularly abhorrent to 

God (Lev. 18:22). 

iii) Such relationships are unnatural and have never been at any time 

condoned by God or a part of His plan (Rom. 1:26-27). 

(1) The desire for a homosexual relationship is a degrading passion. 

(2) The term “degrading” means dishonor, disgrace or shame. “Passion” 

refers to a strong desire or a craving. 

(3) The translation “unnatural” is literally “contrary to nature” (para. 
fu,sin, para phusin, “contrary to nature”).  

(4) Hence homosexuality is contrary to the regular or established order 

established by God. 

(5) V. 27 indicates that man having sex with a man is an “indecent act.” 

(6)  “Indecent act” is a shameless deed or behavior that elicits disgrace. 

iv) So abhorrent is this sin from the biblical standpoint, that those who 

practice it are worthy of death (Lev. 20:13, Rom. 1:32). 

v) Despite many protestations from those in the world, homosexuality is 

not reconcilable with the word of God. 

vi) Nor is it ever portrayed in a positive light within Scripture (cf. Gen 

19:1ff, Judges 19:22, 1 Cor. 6:9, 1 Tim 1:10).   

d) Another example of an illegitimate marriage relationship is polygamy. 

i) A polygamous marriage is where a spouse of either sex may have more 

than one mate at the same time (includes polyandry: more than one 

husband and polygyny: more than one wife). 

ii) Within Scripture, polygynous relationships are prominent (Gen 4:19, 

Judges 8:30, 2 Sam. 5:13, 1 Kings 11:1-3). 

iii) Kings were warned against the practice (Deut. 17:17). 

iv) Under the Law, the Levirate marriage is a notable exception (Gen: 38:8-

9, Deut.25:5-10, cf. Luke 20:29ff). 
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(1) The word levir is Latin for brother-in-law. 

(2) The Levirate marriage was not exclusively practiced by the Jews. It 

was also practiced in Tibet, south Asia (Punjab- an area mainly in 

Pakistan & India), Mongolia, etc.  

(3) This allowed a man who died without a son to have his name 

perpetuated through his wife by means of his brother. 

(4) The practice also provided a measure of protection for widows. 

(5) If a man died without a son, the widow was not to marry outside the 

family. 

(6) Instead her husband’s brother was to marry her and perform the duty 

of a husband’s brother to her. 

(7)  The first-born son of the widow’s marriage to her former brother-in-

law, her new husband, was to take the name of the dead brother, the 

first husband, not the name of his biological father. 

(8) The aim was to prevent the dead man’s name from being blotted out 

from Israel. 

(9) Consequently the son would be viewed as the son of the dead 

brother and would inherit whatever the dead brother would have 

inherited. 

(10) The man who refused to fulfill his responsibility under the 

Levirate Law faced serious repercussions including public shame 

and even the sin unto death (Gen. 38:10). 

(11) In addition to the biblical requirements, there are also legal 

requirements that must be satisfied (e.g. legal age, marriage license, 

et al). 

e) We see that marriage is to be a permanent union between a man and woman 

and performed according to various legal requirements. 

4) The origin of marriage. 

a) As previously seen, God established marriage with Adam and Eve in the 

Garden of Eden. 

b) It provided the perfect solution to loneliness in the human race (Gen. 2:18-

20) 

c) The woman was designated to be a helper to the man (Gen. 2:18). 

d) The formation of the woman from the rib of the man depicts the elemental 

bond between husband and wife.  

e) This bond or union is referred to as the principle of “one flesh” (Gen. 2:24, 

Matt. 19:5-6). 

f) Both the man and woman were designed to complement each others 

various needs (e.g. sexual, spiritual, emotional, and physical). 

g)  Notable characteristics of the first marriage: 

i) Sufficient physical and intellectual abilities (Gen 1:28, 2:19-20). 

ii) Sufficient spiritual and emotional capacity (Gen. 1:27). 
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iii) As the quintessential companion, the woman was to help her husband in 

his endeavors (Gen 1:27, 2:18). 

iv) Both shared complete sexual and reproductive capacity (Gen. 4:1). 

v) Both shared the ability to be satisfied with the relationship (Gen 2:24-

25). 

5) Limitations of the marriage. 

a) Again, only heterosexual marriages are allowable. 

b) Homosexual marriages, from the biblical standpoint are absolutely wrong 

(Leviticus 18:22 'You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it 

is an abomination., Romans 1:26-27 For this reason God gave them over to 

degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that 

which is unnatural, 
27

 and in the same way also the men abandoned the 

natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one 

another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own 

persons the due penalty of their error.). 

c) Nevertheless many in the cosmos view same sex marriage as a legitimate 

expression of one’s love for another. 

d) Prospective spouses must also be of legal age, possess adequate mental 

competency, and enter into marriage by mutual consent. 

e)  In short, the only reason a believer ought to be married is because they 

have identified their right partner. 

f) Hence the criteria used to identify one’s right spouse are of utmost 

importance. 

6) The identification of one’s right mate (right man/right woman). 

a) A believer ought to consider a prospective spouse according to biblical 

criteria not worldly standards (e.g. appearance, profession). 

b) First of all the believer must determine if the person is even a believer. 

c) As believers we must bear in mind that it is never God’s will for us to 

establish a close relationship with an unbelievers especially in marriage. 

d) Why not? Consider the following: 

i) Unbelievers are residents of this world and associated with their father, 

the devil (John 8:44). 

ii) Whereas believers are children of God and citizens of heaven (Rom. 

8:16, Phil. 2:15, 3:20, 1 John 3:10). 

iii) The believer is not to be unequally yoked together with an unbeliever (2 

Cor. 6:14-16). 

iv) Believers are free to take a “believing wife” (1 Cor. 9:5). 

v) Of course, believers may establish these relationships, but they do so in 

complete opposition to God’s plan, and are therefore not sponsored or 

blessed by Him. 

vi) What about a believer who is in a relationship with an unbeliever and 

comes to the realization that the relationship violates God’s will? What 

are the biblical options? 
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(1) If, as a believer, you are in relationship with an unbeliever separation 

is necessary. Otherwise your knowledge and adherence to sound 

doctrine will be compromised (1 Cor. 15:33). 

(2) Give the Gospel and get back on track in your spiritual growth. 

(3) If there is a negative response to the Gospel, move on. 

(4) If there is a positive response to the Gospel, rejoice for the 

individual. Yet do not suppose that this person is necessarily your 

right mate simply because they believed in Jesus Christ. 

(5) Recognize that the individual took the all-important first step but 

now you must gauge their response toward sound doctrine and 

God’s plan for the believer after saving faith. 

(6) Encourage the individual to learn Bible doctrine in the environment 

of a properly functioning local church. 

(7) If there is no interest, move on. If there is an interest or positive 

volition towards the doctrine, continue to encourage spiritual 

growth, but take it slow. 

e) Besides being a believer, a believer’s prospective spouse ought to possess 

the following characteristics: 

i) A desire to know the information contained in the Bible (cf. Acts 

17:11). 

ii) The consistent attendance in a local church to learn the Bible doctrine 

and the divine viewpoint of life (Hebrews 10:24-25 and let us consider 

how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 
25

 not forsaking 

our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near). 

iii) The willingness to discuss sound doctrine and make its various 

principles a focal point of conversation. In other words, the person is not 

a doctrinal “clam.” 

iv) The consistent application of what is learned in Bible class to one’s life 

(John 14:21, Phil 4:9, Col. 2:5, 3:5ff.). 

f) These characteristics are inherent to the positive believer. 

g) If there is a lack of interest in Bible doctrine and God’s plan, then there is a 

problem. 

h) Disinterest in Bible doctrine is indicative of lukewarm or negative volition 

and is a major problem which must not be ignored. 

i) From the standpoint of the positive believer, a lukewarm or negative 

believer is not a legitimate candidate for marriage. It would violate the 

principles of separation.  

j) The negative or lukewarm believer manifests the following characteristics: 

i) A disinterest and/or antagonism towards learning the Word of God (i.e. 

“dull of hearing,” Heb. 5:11ff.). 

ii) Inconsistent attendance in the local church. 

iii) A lack of application towards the local church. 



Doctrine of Marriage 

 7 

iv) A reticence to talk about sound doctrine. 

v) A reluctance to have fellowship with positive believers. 

vi) The failure to consistently apply Bible doctrine in one’s niche (e.g. on 

the job, school).   

k) The spiritually astute believer will take note of these characteristics. 

l) In this regard there are some things that God won’t do for the believer: 

i) Provide a negative or lukewarm woman to a positive man. 

ii) Bring a positive woman to a negative or lukewarm man. 

m) Nevertheless many believers, like Samson, place little or no emphasis on 

the spiritual qualities of a potential spouse. Instead undue focus is placed on 

physical attractiveness (Judges 14:1-2 Then Samson went down to Timnah 

and saw a woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of the Philistines. 
2
 So he 

came back and told his father and mother, "I saw a woman in Timnah, one 

of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a 

wife."). 

n) Although Scripture recognizes physical beauty, and physically attraction is 

a part of the process, the believer must give primary consideration to the 

inner beauty of a potential mate (1 Sam. 25:33, Prov. 11:22, 31:30, cf. 1 

Peter 3:3-4). 

o) Therefore do not be tempted to identify a spouse by using superficial, 

worldly standards.   

p) The positive believer ought to be reassured by the precedent set in the 

Garden. Namely that God will provide one’s right spouse at the proper time 

(i.e. right man or right woman, cf. Prov. 19:14). 

q) Pray for your right mate, commit yourself to spiritual growth and God will 

bless you in your desires (cf. Gen 24:10-27, Psa. 37:4-5, 1 John 5:14-15). 

r) Do not be impatient but wait on God’s timing for a spouse. Be assured that 

His timing is impeccable. 

i) Of course the idea of waiting on God is a foreign concept to most in the 

world particularly for a marriage partner. 

ii) The mere mention of the word “wait” in this context frequently stirs up 

frustration and for some, a bit of nervous twitching. 

iii) Rather than waiting patiently, many believers fall prey to human 

viewpoint and their emotions. 

iv) Some dismiss the biblical criteria for marriage as out-dated or irrelevant 

to our time and consequently fail to apply make the right choices. 

v) Many “force” relationships due to a desire for gratification, infatuation, 

impatience, fear, insecurity, loneliness, et al (See Samson). 

vi) Those who shun divine viewpoint and marry the wrong person face the 

very real prospect of prolonged misery (See Samson, cf. Prov. 12:4).  

s) You may have to endure for a period of time, like Adam and other 

believer’s in history, a “loneliness test.” Regardless of the time, be 
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confident in God’s omniscience and His ability to provide the right spouse 

that will bring blessing and satisfaction to your life.  

t) As David testifies in the Psalms, God knows everything about us so we 

may infer that He knows best who would be one’s ideal mate. Therefore be 

patient and work on your spiritual rough edges until that time. (Psa. 139:1ff 

cf. Isa. 46:10- also 1 Cor. 7:32). 

u) We all fall short in many areas of our CWL, new and mature believers 

alike. Therefore it is necessary for all of us to continue strengthening our 

weak areas as we grow spiritually. 

v) For the uninitiated, the patience required for waiting on God’s provision of 

a spouse is far less than the amount of patience required in marriage. 

i) A relaxed mental attitude is absolutely necessary and is a result of the 

application of faith and patience.  

ii) Although it is an exception to the norm, a believer must also recognize 

that it is not God’s will for everyone to be married (Matt. 19:12). 

iii) However this celibacy is something entirely different than the forced, 

illegitimate proscription of marriage among the ranks of the Catholic 

clergy (cf. 1 Tim. 4:3).    

w) Consider and emulate the patience of other believers in Scripture (Heb. 

6:12-15, James 5:10-11). 

7) Authority in marriage. 

a) Upon being marriage, the husband is now the primary authority in the home 

(1 Cor. 11:3).   

b) It must be understood that the husband’s authority is not arbitrarily 

assumed, but delegated by God (Gen. 3:16).  

c) Once a couple is married, both spouses are to leave their respective families 

and begin a new family (Genesis 2:24 For this cause a man shall leave his 

father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become 

one flesh). 

i) Regardless of age, as long as a child resides with the parents, he is under 

the authority of the parents. 

ii) Therefore the new husband is unable to establish his authority in the 

household of another male authority. 

d) The husband’s authority is analogous to Christ’s authority over the church 

(Eph. 5:23). 

e) As a general principle of authority, those in authority are responsible to 

watch out for the benefit and welfare of those under their authority (2 Cor. 

10:8, 1 Peter 5:2-3). 

i) The husband is to exercise his authority to encourage his wife to excel 

in good works and spiritual growth. 

ii) Of course, the husband ought to lead by example in these areas. Lead by 

spiritual excellence and not by spiritual negligence. 
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f) The woman’s independent actions apart from the man led to the fall (Gen. 

3:6). 

g) The wife is not the authority in the marriage and as such should not attempt 

to preempt her husband’s authority (nor should he abdicate it). 

h) Instead the wife is responsible to be submissive or obey her husband. 

Additionally the wife may not legitimately claim before the Lord that her 

refusal to obey her husband is because he is harsh or unreasonable. 

i) The principle of submission to harsh authorities is established with 

respect to slaves and masters, especially with respect to bearing up 

under undeserved suffering (1 Pet. 2:18-21). 

(1) The adjective “unreasonable” (skolio,j, skolios) is literally to be bent 

or crooked; in a figurative sense of behavior it means to be crooked, 

unscrupulous, unfair, harsh. 

(2)  However, the wife is not obligated to submit to her husband if he 

requires her to participate in something that would cause her to sin 

(e.g. criminal activity,). 

(3) Her obedience must be according to what is proper in the Lord and 

does not include, for example, participation in criminal activity, 

sexual impropriety, and interference with spiritual growth (Col. 

3:18). 

ii) Christ's perfect subjection to the will of His father is also established in 

this context (1 Pet. 2:21-25). 

iii) In this same context, Peter establishes that the wife is to be submissive 

to her own husband even if he is unreasonable (1 Pet. 3:1-6) 

(1) “In the same way” refers back to the same way that slaves are to be 

submissive even with unreasonable masters and in the same way that 

Christ was perfectly obedient to the will of God the Father. 

(2) Although those who are disobedient to the word are often considered 

to be unbelievers, this category may also include a husband who is a 

believer but who is disobedient to the word of God in that he does 

not live with his wife according to knowledge. 

(3) The behavior of the wife is emphasized. 

(4) Rather than concentrating on outward beauty, the wife is to make her 

focus the hidden person of the heart which addresses her mental 

attitude. 

(5) She is to maintain the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet 

spirit, which is of great value to God. 

(6) The gentle and quiet spirit begins in the MA and manifests itself in 

self discipline and an absence of verbal challenges. 

(7) The wife must not forcefully assert her own opinions, argue with her 

husband, or do any other thing that violates the attitude of 

submission that God commands. 
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(8) Notice that in former times holy women, who hoped in God (i.e. +V) 

adorned themselves with the inner mental attitude of a quiet and 

gentle spirit. 

(9) Sarah is cited favorably based on the fact that she obeyed Abraham. 

8) The responsibilities of each spouse. 

a) The responsibilities of the husband. 

i) The husband is responsible for every facet of the household and should 

not evade his responsibilities. 

ii) Many husbands shirk their responsibilities and place an unfair burden 

on their wife (e.g. lackadaisical work ethic, the wife is the sole 

disciplinarian of the children). 

iii) Scripture makes it clear that the husband is responsible to work and be 

the primary “breadwinner” for his family (Gen 3:19). 

iv) Although it is permissible for the wife to take a job or engage in 

commercial enterprises, it remains the husband’s responsibility to 

provide (cf. Proverbs 31:16 “She considers a field and buys it; From 

her earnings she plants a vineyard…”  Titus 2:4-5). 

v) The husband is to continue loving his wife and not exercise his authority 

as a tyrant (Col. 3:19). 

(1) A husband’s love for his wife is manifested in the application of 

sound doctrine towards her. 

(2) The ongoing love should be characterized by self sacrifice, affection, 

devotion, gentleness, patience, etc. 

(3) Consider that Christ set the example for husbands to follow (Eph. 

5:25). 

(4) The husband is not to be self-centered but is look out for her needs 

in the marriage (Eph. 5:28-29, 33). 

(5) Additionally, the husband is not to be embittered against his wife 

(Colossians 3:19 “Husbands, love your wives, and do not be 

embittered against them”). 

(a) Our term “embittered” (pikrai,nw, pikraino) in this context is not 

concerned with bitterness in the physical sense.  

(b) Rather it means in a figurative sense to become angry or resentful 

in part for failures and shortcomings in the marriage. 

(6) Bitterness on the part of the husband is completely unacceptable in 

any situation (Eph. 4:31, cf. Heb. 12:15).  

vi) Husbands are to live with their wives in accordance with Divine 

viewpoint. The wife is a weaker vessel and should be given honor (i.e. 

respect) as a fellow heir in Christ. In fact, a husband’s prayer life may 

be affected depending on how he treats his wife. (1 Peter 3:7 You 

husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as 

with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a 
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fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be 

hindered.). 

vii) Proper application of the weaker vessel principle means that the 

husband will not physically or verbally abuse his wife. 

viii) The husband is responsible to fulfill the sexual needs of his wife (1 

Cor. 7:3). 

ix) The husband is to make every effort to encourage and edify his wife in 

accordance with Divine viewpoint. 

x) He is to set an example in his zeal for doctrine and its application (cf. 

Titus 2:14).  

b) The responsibilities of the wife. 

i) God commands that wives be subject to their own husbands as to the 

Lord. The wife is to render the same obedience and respect to her 

husband as she would to the Lord (Eph. 5:22, Col. 3:18). 

i) Failure to be subject to one’s husband is failure to be subject to the 

Lord. 

ii) God also commands that the wife respect her husband (Eph. 5:33). 

ii) Submission and respect on the part of the wife is commanded in spite of 

any shortcomings or imperfections which will be present in the 

husband. 

iii) The wife should strive to adjust to her role as wife/homemaker and 

utilize her time productively (1 Tim. 5:13-14, Titus 2:3-5). 

iv) The wife is responsible for fulfilling the sexual needs of her husband (1 

Corinthians 7:3 Let the husband fulfill his duty to his wife, and 

likewise also the wife to her husband.). 

v) The wife, like the husband, should be engaged in good works (1 Tim. 

2:10). 

9) Separation, divorce, and remarriage. 

a) Terms: 

i) Marriage, as designed by God, is the union between a man and a woman 

for the purpose of establishing and maintaining an independent family. 

Before God, both parties have spiritual and physical obligations to one 

another (Genesis 2:24 For this cause a man shall leave his father and his 

mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh). 

ii) Adultery is when a spouse has sexual intercourse with someone other 

than his or her marriage partner. 

(1) The physical act of adultery was a capital offense under the Mosaic 

Law (Ex. 20:14, Lev. 20:10).  

(2) Those who engage in adultery demonstrate stupidity and guarantee 

God’s judgment upon themselves. 

(a) Prov. 6:32-34: 

(i) In this context the husband is the adulterer, but these verses 

are equally applicable to the wife. 
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(ii) The adulterer is described as “lacking sense” (lit: one in want 

of a heart, cf. Prov. 7:7ff). 

1. “Heart” (bl, leb) is not a reference to the physical organ 

but refers to one’s reason or understanding. Here the lack 

thereof. 

2. The prescribed remedy for a deficiency of reason or 

understanding is a steady dose of Divine viewpoint (Prov. 

9:4). 

(iii) In addition to “lacking sense” the adulterer is said to  

“destroy himself.”  

1. Our term “destroy” (tx;v', shachath) means to ruin, 

destroy, or annihilate. 

2.  Simply, he causes his own destruction by his sinful 

activity. 

3. He has only himself to blame for the repercussions of his 

actions. 

(iv) V. 33 indicates that he adulterer will experience 

“wounds and disgrace” and “his reproach will not be blotted 

out.” 

1. The noun translated “wounds” ([g:n, nega, lit: a wound) 

may refer to physical blows or the onset of sickness 

depending on the context (2 Sam. 7:14 cf. Gen 12:17- 

trans. “plagues”, Psa. 38:11- trans. “plague”). 

2. “Disgrace” (!Alq, qalon) refers to personal dishonor, 

shame or disgrace that comes about as a consequence of 

adultery. The term is frequently used to refer to the 

lowering of one’s social position. 

3. “Reproach” (hP'r>x, cherpah) is similar in meaning to 

“disgrace,” but our word connotes scorn and ridicule. 

4. “Blotted out” is the same verb as “destroy” (tx;v', 
shachath). 

5. Here, in an interesting wordplay, the adulterer destroys 

himself but his reproach or disgrace will not be destroyed 

(i.e. blotted out or removed).    

(v) V. 34 sheds some light on the previous two verses. 

1. The verse begins with “for” which in the Hebrew indicates 

cause (yKi, ki). 

2. The wounds, disgrace and reproach of the adulterer come 

upon him because of the jealous, enraged husband of his 

lover. 
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3. The enraged husband “will not spare in the day of 

vengeance.” 

4. In other words the jealous husband will have no 

compassion on the adulterer when he finds him. 

5. Furthermore, “day of vengeance” with the verb “destroy” 

in v. 32 portrays a violent encounter. An encounter which 

doesn’t favor the adulterer (cf. Jer. 46:10). 

6. Hence the “wound” in v. 33 implies a mortal blow at the 

hands of the enraged husband. 

7. The legacy of the adulterer will be one of disgrace and 

scorn.  

(vi) Additional verses: Heb. 13:4, Rev. 2:22, cf. Prov. 

10:13). 

(3) Adultery is to be differentiated from fornication which is sexual 

intercourse between two unmarried people. Although not a capital 

offense, fornication is a sin and is committed by those who “lack 

sense” (Ex. 22:16, cf. Acts 15:20) 

iii) Divorce is the legal dissolution of a valid marriage which frees both 

spouses from the marriage contract. From the secular point of view, 

there are a myriad of reasons for divorce, but from the biblical 

viewpoint, there is only one legitimate reason. That is, adultery.  

iv) Separation is the cessation of cohabitation by a legally married couple 

without pursuing a divorce. 

v) Remarriage is the action of entering into another marriage after having 

been legally divorced. The former marriage must be legally dissolved 

otherwise the remarriage is an illegal act of bigamy.   

b) As previously noted, God intended marriage to be a permanent union 

between a man and a woman (Mark 10:7-9 "For this cause a man shall 

leave his father and mother, 
8
 and the two shall become one flesh; 

consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
9
 "What therefore God 

has joined together, let no man separate."). 

c)  Additionally, when both parties recite their wedding vows, they are in 

effect swearing an oath before God and other witnesses to persevere and 

remain faithful to each other forever. 

d) God definitely expects the couple to maintain their vows (cf. Deut. 23:21, 

Eccl. 5:4-5).  

e) Although many in the world give credence to the permanence of the 

marriage union in a conceptual sense, but some are overwhelmed when 

faced with the experiential demands of marriage. 

f) This is especially true for those who seek to live their life outside the 

parameters of sound doctrine. 

g) How are you going to deal with a spouse who raises his or her voice in 

anger? What about the husband that regularly goes out drinking with 
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friends and leaves you and the kids at home? What about a spouse who is a 

work-aholic and you only see each other in passing?  What if you’re 

communication and affection is not reciprocated?  

h) The scenarios are endless which may cause difficulties in a marriage 

relationship. 

i) In order to effectively overcome the many difficulties faced as a couple, it 

is imperative that both spouses have and consistently apply Bible doctrine 

in their marriage. 

j) Failure to apply biblical standards in one’s marriage will lead to a 

breakdown in the relationship. 

k) As the relationship deteriorates in varying degrees of severity, many 

spouses resort to separation and/or divorce from their mate. 

l) Because marriage is designed to be a permanent union, marital separation is 

a justifiable option only if a legitimate appeal can be made to a higher 

spiritual principle. 

i) One must be very careful in this regard due to our propensity to be 

maladjusted under the OSN (Romans 7:21-25 I find then the principle 

that evil is present in me, the one who wishes to do good. 
22

 For I 

joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 
23

 but I see a 

different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of 

my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my 

members. 
24

 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the 

body of this death? 
25

 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of 

God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin., Gal. 5:17, 1 Peter 

2:11). 

ii) Some legitimate appeals to a higher spiritual principle. 

(1) The sanctity of life and physical well-being. 

(a) The physical abuse of one’s spouse results in injury and in some 

cases, death. 

(b) Such assaults are not sanctioned by the WOG. 

(c) For example, physical abuse on the part of the husband is a 

violation of authority and the weaker vessel principle. 

(d) Separation from the abusive spouse is a form of self-defense. 

(e) Additionally, it is necessary for one to maintain a reasonable 

degree of physical health in order to learn and apply Bible 

doctrine. 

(f) Physical beatings may render a believer unable to adequately 

pursue sound doctrine. 

(g) Therefore separation is a legitimate option in cases of physical 

abuse. 

(2)  The necessity of spiritual growth. 
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(a) Spiritual growth is required of every believer (1 Peter 2:2, 2 Peter 

3:18). 

(b) God’s wisdom is incomparable and its acquisition by the believer 

is of utmost importance (Prov. 2:2ff, 3:15, 4:5ff, 8:11, 17). 

(c) Furthermore, it is every believer’s responsibility to engage in 

good works (i.e. apply Bible doctrine, Eph 2:10). 

(d) However in certain cases a spouse may be antagonistic to Bible 

doctrine and may impede the spiritual growth of the other spouse. 

(e) Typically, but not exclusively, it is the husband that seeks to 

frustrate the spiritual progress of the wife. 

(f) In extreme cases the wife may be prohibited from attending Bible 

class or she may be restricted from making other applications in 

compliance with God’s directive will.  

(g) If these impediments remain in place, then the wife ought to 

separate for her own spiritual preservation. 

(h) In this scenario, separation is a form of spiritual self-defense. 

(i) No relationship should take priority over the believer’s 

relationship with God (cf. Matt. 10:34-39). 

(j) A believer’s relationship with God is based on hearing and doing 

His word (John 14:21). 

(k) If the hearing and doing of God’s word is restricted, then a 

believer’s spiritual growth will regress. 

(l) Therefore any impediment to spiritual growth must be separated 

from, even one’s spouse (cf. Heb. 12:1).  

m) Divorce and remarriage in the O.T. (Deuteronomy 24:1-4 "When a man 

takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his 

eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a 

certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his 

house, 
2
 and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man's wife, 

3
 and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of 

divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter 

husband dies who took her to be his wife, 
4
 then her former husband who 

sent her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has 

been defiled; for that is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not 

bring sin on the land which the LORD your God gives you as an 

inheritance.). 

i) This passage deals with the potential of marriage, divorce, death of a 

spouse, and remarriage. 

ii) Take note that this context doesn’t command or condone divorce. 

Rather, it deals with reality of divorce and establishes regulatory 

guidelines within the Mosaic Law. 

iii)  In v. 1 the divorce is initiated because the husband “has found some 

indecency in her.” 
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(1)  Our term “indecency” is literally “nakedness” (hw"r>[,, ervah). 

(2) It also widely used in a figurative manner in contexts involving 

sexual impropriety, indecency, and shame (Deut. 28:48, Isa. 47:3, 

Habakkuk 2:15-16 "Woe to you who make your neighbors drink, 

Who mix in your venom even to make them drunk So as to look on 

their nakedness! 
16

 "You will be filled with disgrace rather than 

honor. Now you yourself drink and expose your own nakedness. The 

cup in the LORD's right hand will come around to you, And utter 

disgrace will come upon your glory.). 

(3)  The overall use of the word indicates that the wife was involved in 

some type of sexual indecency. 

(4) However, the “indecency” would not include adultery since adultery 

was punishable by death not by divorce (Leviticus 20:10 'If there is 

a man who commits adultery with another man's wife, one who 

commits adultery with his friend's wife, the adulterer and the 

adulteress shall surely be put to death., Deuteronomy 22:22 "If a 

man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall 

die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you 

shall purge the evil from Israel.). 

(5) Perhaps the wife was an exhibitionist, behaved in a sexually 

suggestive manner to others, etc. 

(6) Really “indecency” could refer to anything the husband finds 

unacceptable about his wife in regard to her body or sexuality. 

iv) Due to a lack of grace orientation and an unwillingness to reconcile, the 

husband secured a certificate of divorce which legally terminated the 

marriage.  

(1) Compliance with the legal process in the matter of divorce had a 

pragmatic value: 

(a) The certificate of divorce provided protection for both parties 

from a charge of adultery if remarried. 

(b) The requirement of a legal document forestalled, at least to a 

degree, capricious and spur-of- the- moment divorces. 

(2)  In other contexts, God is depicted as giving Israel a certificate of 

divorce when He sent Israel into exile (Jer. 3:8 cf. Isa. 50:1). 

(a) Israel is portrayed as an adulteress, cavorting about in idolatry. 

(b) Whereas in Deut. 24 the divorce is due to “hardness of heart” 

(Matt. 19:8). 

v)  In v. 2, after being sent out of the house with a certificate of divorce, 

the wife eventually remarries. 

vi) However in v. 3 two possible scenarios are presented for the wife. 

(1) The 2
nd

 husband “turns against her” and sends her out with a 

certificate of divorce. 

(a) “Turns against her” is literally “hates her.” 
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(b) The verb “hate” indicates an emotional attitude toward persons or 

things which are opposed, detested, despised, and with which one 

wishes to have no contact or relationship (Gen 29:31, 33- trans. 

“unloved”). 

(c)  The reason for the hatred is unspecified which suggests 

fickleness on the husband’s part. 

(2) The second scenario is if the 2
nd

 husband died. 

vii) In either of these scenarios, the wife and 1
st
 husband are not 

permitted to remarry one another. 

viii) In the case of the 2
nd

 husband’s death, the wife would be free to 

remarry just not to her first husband (cf. Rom. 7:2. 1 Cor. 7:39) 

ix) V. 4 indicates that the woman is viewed as ritually unclean in respect to 

her former husbands. They are never free to reconcile and remarry. 

x) To remarry the former spouse is abhorrent to God and is a sin which 

brings discipline on the nation. 

xi) Although this passage deals with husband’s prerogative to divorce his 

wife, in Christ’s day, women were able to divorce their husbands (Mark 

10:11-12). 

xii) Again we must keep in mind that these OT regulations do not 

support the practice of divorce, but instead protect against greater 

wrong. 

n) NT teachings on divorce. 

i) Prior and during Christ’s lifetime there were two primary schools 

among the Jewish rabbis, Shammai and Hillel.
1
 

ii) Both schools had different interpretations of Deut. 24:1 and what 

constituted legitimate grounds for divorce (Deuteronomy 24:1 "When a 

man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor 

in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes 

her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out 

from his house). 

iii) Regarding Deut. 24:1 Shammai and his followers maintained that “some 

indecency” referred to adultery.
2
 

(1)  This school favored a conservative interpretation. 

(2) In their view only this crime justified a man in divorcing his wife. 

(3) However, as previously discussed, “indecency” connotes sexual 

impropriety but not adultery. 

(4) Adultery was punishable by death and not divorce. 

iv) In contrast to Shammai, Hillel and his followers favored a far more 

liberal interpretation of Deut. 24:1.
3
 

                                                 
1
 ISBE Bible Dictionary, s.v. “Divorce in the Old Testament,” by W.W. Davies. 

2
 Ibid. 

3
 Ibid. 
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(1) Great emphasis was placed on the words “she finds no favor in his 

eyes” which precede “some indecency.” 

(2)  In this case, if the wife falls out of favor with her husband, then the 

husband can initiate a divorce. 

(3) This school allowed the husband to divorce his wife for the flimsiest 

of reasons such as finding a more beautiful woman, the wife’s 

failure to keep a vow, public appearance with her hair loose, spins in 

the street, being too noisy, etc. 

v) Christ’s teaching on divorce. 

(1) Matthew 5:31-32 "And it was said, 'Whoever sends his wife away, 

let him give her a certificate of divorce'; 
32

 but I say to you that 

everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of unchastity, 

makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman 

commits adultery”: 

(a) Jesus was fully aware of the OT provision that granted divorces 

under the permissive will of God in certain circumstances. 

(b) Jesus clarifies the exact meaning of the OT passage by setting 

forth the singular condition which provided the basis for a 

legitimate divorce. 

(c) Our term translated “unchastity” refers to unsanctioned and 

unlawful sexual intercourse (pornei,a, porneia, 1 Cor. 5:1- trans. 

“immorality”, 1 Thess. 4:3- trans. “sexual immorality”). 

(d) Although the term includes various forms of sexual immorality, 

in this context adultery is in view. 

(e) Adultery is the only legitimate reason for a biblical divorce. 

(f) Yet take note that there is no command to seek a divorce. 

(g) Jesus merely asserts that adultery is the only valid basis for 

divorce. 

(h) Therefore, the innocent party is free to seek a divorce and 

remarry without committing sin.  

(i) However, the spouse of an adulterer or adulteress is not obligated 

to seek a divorce. 

(i) This spouse may attempt to salvage the relationship and be 

reconciled with their partner. 

(ii) As believers we are directed to be at peace with one another 

and this would necessarily include one’s spouse, so 

reconciliation is a bona-fide application of Bible doctrine in 

these circumstances (Romans 12:18 If possible, so far as it 

depends on you, be at peace with all men., also 2 Cor. 13:11, 

Col. 3:12-14). 

(j) In our passage, Christ teaches that anyone who gets a divorce and 

remarries under any other circumstances besides adultery 

commits adultery themselves. 
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(k) When a man divorces his wife, unless she had been unfaithful to 

him, he “causes her to commit adultery” at the point that she 

remarries.   

(l) In a sense he forces her into that situation by divorcing without a 

legitimate reason.  

(m) Then we see the man who marries an illegitimately divorced 

woman is caused to commit adultery since the first husband is 

not dead (“caused to commit adultery”, moica/tai, moichatai: 

present passive indicative). 

(n) Although some marriages originate from illegitimate reasons, 

they are to be regarded as legitimate.  Adultery only occurs at the 

act of the initial consummation. 

(2) Matthew 19:3-12 And some Pharisees came to Him, testing Him, 

and saying, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause 

at all?" 
4
 And He answered and said, "Have you not read, that He 

who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 
5
 

and said, 'For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and 

shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh '? 
6
 

"Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore 

God has joined together, let no man separate." 
7
 They said to Him, 

"Why then did Moses command to give her a certificate of divorce 

and send her away?" 
8
 He said to them, "Because of your hardness of 

heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the 

beginning it has not been this way. 
9
 "And I say to you, whoever 

divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman 

commits adultery." 
10

 The disciples said to Him, "If the relationship 

of the man with his wife is like this, it is better not to marry." 
11

 But 

He said to them, "Not all men can accept this statement, but only 

those to whom it has been given. 
12

 "For there are eunuchs who were 

born that way from their mother's womb; and there are eunuchs who 

were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made 

themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who 

is able to accept this, let him accept it." 

(a) On this occasion some Pharisees approached Him in order to test 

Him.  They planned to put Him on the spot, knowing His beliefs 

on divorce and remarriage.   

(b) They asked Him if it was lawful for a man to divorce his wife for 

“any reason at all.” 

(c) In our previous discussion, Hillel and his supporters favored a 

very liberal policy of divorce. The Pharisee’s question suggests 

that they were followers of Hillel. 

(d) They hoped to discredit him before his audience. 
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(e) Christ's response to the question stresses the permanence of the 

marriage union, which was instituted by God and governed by 

the principle of becoming one flesh (vv. 4-6, Mark 10:8). 

(f) The Pharisees' response indicates confusion between the 

permissive and directive wills of God, which Christ immediately 

points out was a concession and not the Divine design (vv. 7-8). 

(g) Therefore when a married person divorces for a non-biblical 

reason and remarries, the initial sexual act constitutes adultery 

for the man and his new wife (v. 9, cf. Matt. 19:32). 

(h) The disciple’s were skeptical of Christ’s teaching which prompts 

them to make an assertion which conflicts with the Divine 

intention found in Genesis (v. 10, Gen. 2:18). 

(i) Jesus quickly refutes their human viewpoint with a dose of 

Divine viewpoint. That is, celibacy is the exception not the norm 

for mankind (v. 11-12). 

vi) Paul’s teaching on marriage and divorce (1 Cor. 7:10-16). 

(1)  V. 10 makes it clear that these instructions are issued by Jesus 

Christ and reiterated by Paul. 

(2)  Further, as these are commands, compliance is mandatory. 

(3) There are two potential scenarios in view, both of which focus on the 

designed permanency of marriage and the secondary subject of 

harmony or reconciliation within the household. 

(4) The first scenario deals with a marriage between two believers, both 

of which are commanded not to divorce their spouse (vv. 10-11). 

(a) Some have interpreted the term “leave” to refer to separation. 

(b) However, in the context of marriage, this term is used by Christ 

to refer to divorce (cwri,zw, chorizo, Matt. 19:6, Mark 10:9). 

(c) Further, v. 11 demands that a divorce has taken place since Paul 

commands the believing woman to “remain” unmarried (me,nw, 

meno, “to remain”). 

(d) The verb “send” is used with respect to the husband and means to 

dismiss someone from one’s presence, to send someone away 

(avfi,hmi, aphiemi).  

(e) In context, this verb also refers to divorce. 

(f) The ramifications: 

(i) If two believers marry, God expects them to remain married 

for life. 

(ii) However, if they should divorce, remarriage is not part of 

God’s directive will.  Their only biblical options are to 

reconcile or remain single as there is no case of adultery. 

(5) The second scenario involves a believer, either male or female, that 

is married to an unbeliever (vv. 12-15). 
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(a) If a believer is married to an unbeliever, and the unbeliever is 

content to keep living with the believer, then the believer is not 

free before the Lord to seek a divorce (except in the case of 

adultery). 

(b) In some cases the unbeliever will not be content to maintain the 

relationship and will move to divorce the believer. 

(c) If this is the case, the spouse is not under obligation to attempt to 

reconcile with that person. 

(d) This does not mean that the abandoned spouse is free to re-

marry.  

(e) The previous teaching to other believers still applies to the 

believer that has been abandoned by an unbeliever. 

(f) The believer has the option to remain unmarried or be reconciled, 

if the unbelieving spouse should have a change of mind. 

(g) If the unbelieving spouse were to commit adultery or to remarry, 

the believer would be free before God to pursue a second 

marriage. 

10)  Concluding remarks. 

a) Marriage has been instituted by God for the benefit and happiness of the 

human race. 

b) In addition, it provides the means by which the human race can populate 

the planet and exercise dominion over it. 

c) Marriage was designed to be a permanent union between one and one 

woman. 

d) In the selection of a spouse, spiritual/inner beauty is of greater importance 

than physical traits. Many believers get tripped up on this principle (e.g. 

Samson). 

e) As the designer of marriage, God has revealed explicit instructions for both 

spouses to comply with in their relationship. 

f) Failed marriages in the case of believers can be traced to a breakdown in 

the application of these instructions on the part of at least one spouse. 

g) It is imperative to recognize that the consistent application of biblical 

principles is necessary for a successful marriage. It brings about blessing 

and happiness. 
 


